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The Minister of Foreign Affairs

It is my great pleasure and honour to introduce the annual report on Polish activity in the field of development 
co-operation, democracy and civil society building for the year 2006.

The involvement of Poland in providing assistance to developing countries is growing. We co-operate in this field with
other countries and international institutions such as the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development,
the European Union and NATO. Our commitment to these issues means that Poland is engaged not only in 
military missions, undertaken together with other NATO members, but also in initiatives of civil character which are
essential for achieving stabilization in many regions of the world.

Enjoying liberty and being part of the European integration process does not exempt us from the obligation 
of thinking about others and undertaking actions to help them. Poland wishes to promote international solidarity.
This goal is reinforced by the fact that many of our international efforts are being directed towards the area of 
foreign assistance. 

The Polish aid programme includes activities that contribute to the economic and social development of recipient
countries, as well as initiatives that aim to promote democracy, build civil society, develop independent mass media
and ensure respect for human rights. The activities of Polish government institutions, as well as those of other enti-
ties, are based on the fundamental values that bind our country and our society. We are convinced that freedom of
speech, religion and assembly are universal values which have to be promoted and enhanced throughout the world.
We believe that activities aimed at the eradication of poverty are an obligation based on a moral duty. 

We are also aware of the fact that the world economy is becoming more interrelated. Effective international, 
economic and development policy requires an interdisciplinary and coordinated approach. In today’s world of close
global ties, even a situation in a distant country has a direct impact on Poland, its economy and security. Poland will
not be safe in a world where disparities between rich and poor countries are systematically growing more radical.
Poverty, military conflicts and lack of respect for democratic rules are phenomena that affect not only these 
countries which face them but the whole international community. 

Involvement in development assistance activities in the world allows Poland to reinforce its positive image. We try to
do our best to influence not only the fate of our neighbouring countries but also that of African, Asian and Latin
American states.

The expectations of the Polish society give legitimacy to initiatives undertaken by the authorities and NGOs. The per-
centage of Polish citizens who approve of the eradication of poverty and of the active role of Poland in this field has
significantly increased. According to the results of the opinion poll conducted in 2006, 75% of Poles agree that
Poland should assist less developed countries in their development. Thus the initiatives carried out within the Polish
aid programme fulfil the will of our society. 

Poland's experience in building bases for democracy and free market economy is a clear advantage for our aid 
activities. Within the last 17 years of transformation, Poland has received development assistance from a few 
hundred to a few billion dollars a year. The funds received have helped to carry out necessary political, social and
economic reforms. By drawing on these funds, Poland has incurred a moral debt toward the international 
community, which we feel obliged to pay off by offering financial and technical assistance to countries that are on
the same path that Poland took more than a decade ago.

Anna Fotyga, 
The Minister of Foreign Affairs

1. OFFICIAL STATEMENTS
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The Ministry of Finance

Poland was in the past a borrower and a recipient of assistance offered by international financial institutions. Now,
it is gradually starting to be seen as a country that actively participates in the global system of development 
co-operation, providing assistance to developing countries. The Ministry of Finance, sensitive to the importance of
international development co-operation, co-participates in Polish aid policy through the following activities:

creating a system of financing development through membership in international financial institutions: Poland
as a member state of these institutions (the European Investment Bank, European Reconstruction and Development
Bank, European Central Bank, International Monetary Fund and World Bank) can influence the creation of strate-
gies and directions for development initiatives within each organisation. The Ministry of Finance, as an entity that
plays a leading role in co-operation with these institutions, can influence the position of the Polish government on
development activities being implemented, according to the priority needs of developing countries and the strategy
of the Polish development co-operation system;

multilateral aid: contributions to assistance programmes carried out by international financial institutions (among
them the European Investment Bank, International Monetary Fund, World Bank); these activities contribute to 
lasting and sustainable economic and social growth in countries where these initiatives are undertaken; 

analysis of new tools for financing development: assessment of financial development assistance solutions
according to their financial efficiency and stability;

reduction and conversion of debt: according to international standards, this means a total or partial reduction of
capital instalments and interests, as well as a restructuring of payments or conversion of debt owed to Poland by
countries for which this is crucial to their development;

preferential credits – government credits offered under preferential conditions that serve the goals of the devel-
opment policy.

Marta Gaj´cka,
Under-secretary of State
The Ministry of Finance

The Minister of Science and Higher Education 

In many developing countries difficult living conditions of the citizens and insufficient support from the state 
provided to students are obstacles to completing higher education studies. That is why one of the priorities of 
the Polish assistance activities is to support the education of students from these countries in Polish universities.

In accordance with existing laws, the Minister of Science and Higher Education offers grants to citizens of the 
recipient countries (including students of Polish origin) that enable them to conduct studies for professional degrees,
master’s degrees, doctoral degrees and postdoctoral studies. Other forms of assistance include an exemption from
fees offered to students from developing countries or those undergoing political transformation. The cost of education
for these students is covered from budgetary funds at the disposal of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education. 

The above mentioned assistance activities will be continued and, if possible, they will be intensified. We are 
working on improving the procedures that are used to qualify foreign students to undertake university studies in our
country by, among other things, implementing a study visa. We believe that it is necessary to introduce mechanisms
for transferring additional funds to the Ministry of Science and Higher Education from budgetary special reserves
allotted to development assistance.

Micha∏ Seweryƒski,
The Minister of Science and Higher Education
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Zagranica Group

Zagranica Group includes within its structure Polish NGOs which 
undertake, in co-operation with and for the benefit of foreign partners, 
a variety of activities aimed at providing development and humanitarian aid
as well as supporting the development of civil society, and enhancing
democratization processes in the countries where the projects are 
implemented. 

We strive to base our international co-operation on professional standards.
It is crucial for the operation of our organisation to maintain contacts 
with the public administration in order to create in Poland more favourable 
conditions for expanding development assistance initiatives. In 2006, 
we were able to actually shape Polish foreign assistance by participating in
discussions on the drafting of legislative acts. From the very beginning of
its existence, Zagranica Group has been actively participating in 
consultations on the form of Polish foreign assistance, and also has 
proposed to regulate this area by law. In this respect, effective co-operation
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs should be emphasised.

Creating standards for the functioning of NGOs is another important goal of Zagranica Group. This objective is
being fulfilled as determined by guidelines provided in ”Good practices in the work of NGOs abroad” 
whose signatories also include organisations that do not belong to Zagranica Group.

Member organisations of the Group have implemented in total hundreds of projects related to development 
assistance and education in numerous countries, among others Belarus, the Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, and coun-
tries in Africa and the Middle East. Within the framework of scholarship and traineeship programmes, elaborated by
the members of the Group, Poland has been visited by thousands of students, scientists, social workers and various
specialists form around the world. The activities carried out by the Polish NGOs are gaining importance not only for
the foreign recipients of Polish aid. How these Third Sector programmes are affecting social awareness of our 
fellow citizens is also very important. Some of the initiatives related to development education have been carried out
in Poland. Global Education Week, organised in November in many countries, as well as many educational projects
organised throughout the year at universities, in schools, at conferences and seminars are some examples of these 
initiatives.

The membership of Zagranica Group in the CONCORD network and its close co-operation with such projects 
as TRIALOG, DEEEP1, and other international networks enable all the member organisations to have access to 
information and tools, including financial mechanisms, offered by the European Union in the field of development
aid. With time, the possibility of us having influence on European development policy and the form of assistance
offered by the European Union will gradually increase. 

Each year Polish aid is reaching an increasing number of recipients, its scope is becoming wider and it is being 
provided in a more professional manner. Without any doubt, together with the increase in the Polish aid budget, 
the scope of our co-operation will expand. This will mean that the growing number of member organisations 
of Zagranica Group will contribute to a higher potential of Polish aid, not only in its volume but also in its quality.
The advanced work on the draft of the Polish Aid Act, growing influence and visible activity in nongovernmental 
circles in the field of shaping Polish aid policy, all raise hopes for the future.

Zagranica Group
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1 Definitions of acronyms and terms are to be found in the glossary of the report.

Zagranica Group is operating
since 2000. It is registered 
as a coalition of Polish 
NGOs which implement 
international assistance 
projects. There are currently
46 members of Zagranica
Group (the current list of 
all members as well as an
address data and activity
descriptions are available on
www.zagranica.org.pl).
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The Polish Episcopal Commission on Missions

Catholic social teaching is based on the idea of social solidarity which introduces an obligation to show compassion
for the fate of fellow human beings, as well as to actively participate towards the benefit of poor people. This obli-
gation is to be considered not only on the small scale of a local community, but also on the level of countries and
the international community. The most common form of Church involvement in development assistance is the 
presence of its missionaries in the poorest regions of the world and the systematic, daily help provided to the people
among whom these missionaries work.

Within the framework of its objectives the Polish Episcopal Commission on
Missions undertakes activities supporting missionaries in their initiatives. It
also works to help the people among whom they work. The funds are 
channelled through Polish missionaries in the form of small projects, as
subsidies to various initiatives undertaken at the mission fields. Education,
medical care and regular charitable activities are the main areas of the
missionaries' work. The Commission ensures adequate preparation for mis-
sionary work by organising a year long course at the Missionary Formation
Centre.

The activities of the Commission are not limited to gathering and distribut-
ing funds. It also undertakes a wide variety of informational and educa-
tional initiatives including all age groups in Poland (children, youth and
adults). The objective of these initiatives is to make people more receptive
to the problems of our fellow human beings and to draw people’s attention
to the needs of the poorest inhabitants of the globe.

Within the scope of educational activities of the Commission, one is espe-
cially worth mentioning. It is a nationwide contest entitled ”My schoolmate
from the mission” which is an educational programme for pupils from pri-
mary schools and gymnasiums. The contest sensitises the youngest gener-
ations to problems of other human beings; it promotes racial and ideolog-
ical tolerance. It also creates a common concern among scholarly com-
munity around the idea of mutual understanding, tolerance and solidarity
with those in need. The contest very often goes beyond the walls of the
school and, as a result, contributes to the integration of the whole 
community around the idea of providing assistance to citizens of 
developing countries. To date, thousands of schoolchildren have 
participated in six editions of the contest. The Missionary Contest on Knowledge about Africa initiated by the
Commission and the Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski University in Warsaw has very similar objectives. This contest has
been included in the official list of interschool contests by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education.

The Commission has received with great interest the ideas presented in the Millennium Development Goals, as well
as the analysis and conclusions reached by the successive presidencies of the European Union in 2005 and 2006.
Unfortunately, it has to be admitted that many of these assumptions are until now only a dead letter. Many of the
postulates have not been fulfilled due to the lack of interest in fulfilling them and to inefficient international 
co-operation and co-ordination. In many cases, initial difficulties resulting from the lack of understanding of local
circumstances are the cause of the abandonment of long term aid programmes, replacing them with one-time, ad
hoc initiatives that cannot solve the situation in the long run.

The Polish Episcopal Commission on Missions co-operates with all organisations and people of good will who are
engaged in providing assistance to developing countries. Owing to missionary structures which are an integral part
of the state and social system in countries where missions are undertaken and due to the knowledge of social needs
and capabilities of local communities, the Commission has the chance to reach those in need, without the necessi-
ty of building up new structures. Knowing the language, culture and the reality, the missionaries are able to provide
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Polish Episcopal Commission
on Missions is an institution
operating within the Polish
Episcopate. Its activity is based
on rules regulated by the
Statute of the Polish Episcopal
Conference and the Act of
State Relations to the Catholic
Church Relations of 17 may
1989. The Polish Episcopal
Commission on Missions' main
aim is the awakening and
development of consciousness
as well as missionary zeal
amid all Polish Catholics, and
also supporting every initiative
undertaken by the Church in
Poland concerning missions
and their coordination.



assistance more effectively. Apart from that, missionaries maintain good relations with the representatives of local
authorities and have influence on the local level, which makes their help more effective. Continuous work by 
the missionaries to benefit the inhabitants of countries where missions are carried out can form basies for the 
implementation of informational and educational projects.

The regular provision of material aid to Polish missionaries in the missionary territories was initiated by the Polish
Episcopal Commission on Missions in 2001. Material aid offered by the Commission amounted to PLN 3 million
each year. Apart from the Polish Episcopal Commission for Missions, there are also other (monastic and diocesan)
institutions involved in providing material aid to the inhabitants of countries where missions are undertaken. 
We have not collected any information in this respect, but it seems that the amount of assistance provided would
have to be multiplied by three to obtain a true picture of the amount of aid distributed by Polish church institutions
to the developing countries. It is worth mentioning that all these funds are gathered thanks to the offerings of the
faithful. The standards by which the assistance is provided improve each year. 

The Church shapes and adjusts its own institutions keeping in mind the requirements for co-operation both with 
government initiatives and with NGOs. To obtain this goal ”Ad Gentes” Assistance Project was brought into being.
Lively co-operation between the ”Ad Gentes” Programme and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has fructified in 
the signing of an official declaration of co-operation. We shall hope that better and closer co-operation among all
organisations and institutions (governmental and non-governmental institutions, church and lay organisations) will
lead to their wider involvement in the mission to eradicate poverty, injustice and inequality.

Bishop Wiktor Skworc,
Head of the Polish Episcopal Commission on Missions
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The Development Co-operation Department, MFA

This report on Polish development co-operation in 2006 has been prepared by a team of the Development 
Co-operation Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It is based on the statistical data obtained from other
ministries and the European Commission, MFA calculations related to the implementation of the Polish aid 
programme, information about the monitoring of aid initiatives co-financed by the programme, and also from 
the reports of the organisations that implemented them.

The aim of the authors of this report has been to give it a reader-friendly format which will make it useful for the
employees of state and international institutions and NGOs active in the field of development co-operation, as well
as for journalists and general public. 

In addition to the statistical data representing the scale of Polish development activities, its geographical and 
sectorial focus, the report includes information on the way the Polish aid system is organised and a listing of a wide
variety of partners who have collaborated with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in defining the guidelines of and 
implementing the Polish aid policy. 

The most important statistical data on the Official Development Assistance provided by Poland in 2006, together
with a short explanation of how these funds were distributed, can be found in the second chapter of the report. More
detailed information about how the funds were allocated is presented in the specific subchapters and the appen-
dices. Chapters three and four deal with the international background of the Polish aid policy. Chapter number five
introduces the topic of policy directions for Polish aid activities. Chapter number six will present the system of Polish
aid that has been developed since 2004 and the ways of partner co-operation. Chapter seven, in turn, gives an
opportunity to become acquainted with how the expansion of the programme has progressed. 

In chapter eight one will find information about various forms of assistance provided by Poland in 2006, as well as
about initiatives addressed to Polish society that aim to promote this particular dimension of Polish international
activity, which is gradually gaining more importance. The ninth part of the report is of key importance. There one
can find descriptions of exemplary assistance projects illustrated with photographs, carried out in various countries
and in specific regions of the world. 

All photographs used in the report show projects co-financed with funds from the Polish aid programme in 2006.
We would like to express our kind thanks to our partner organisations involved in the implementation of the Polish
aid programme for allowing us to use their photographic documentation and for sharing with us their testimonies
about the projects. It is due to their kindness that the content of the report is richer and thus better represents the
activities undertaken by Poland for the benefit of developing countries and those that are undergoing economic and
social transformation. Especially I would like to thank the employees and the collaborators from the Development
Co-operation Department for their involvement in this project, creativity and dedication that goes far beyond their
ordinary obligations. 

We would also like to invite you to frequently visit our website www.polskapomoc.pl and to register in the section 
of regular users.

Jerzy Pomianowski,
Director of the Development Co-operation Department, MFA
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Poland, due to its progress in the field of political and
economic transformation, for years now has been assuming
a new role in the international arena – it has become 
a donor country. The participation of Poland in international
development co-operation and in supporting countries
undergoing social and economic transformation has been
systematically growing.

Total Official Development Assistance provided 
by Poland in 2006 amounted to PLN 922.2 million 
(USD 297.2 million), the equivalent of 0.09% of GDP. In
2005, the aid provided by Poland to countries that figure on
the OECD Development Assistance Committee2 list of the
official recipient countries amounted to PLN 663.1 million 
(USD 205 million), which represents 0.07% of GDP. 
This clearly means that the amount of the Official
Development Assistance provided in 2006 rose by 
40 percent in comparison with the previous year.

Poland’s foreign assistance is composed of bilateral and
multilateral aid. In 2006 Poland allotted PLN 551.7 million
to multilateral aid, and PLN 370.4 million to bilateral aid.
In comparison with the previous year the share of multilat-
eral aid in the total amount of the Official Development
Assistance fell from 77% to 60%. 

The major part of Poland’s multilateral assistance in
2006 – PLN 503.3 million (USD 162.2 million) – was 
allotted to the European Union's development assistance
budget. The remaining part of multilateral aid consisted of
payments and voluntary contributions transferred to United
Nations System institutions (PLN 23.8 million), to the World
Bank Group (PLN 20.7 million), and to other funds and
programmes.

There are three main government agencies involved in
providing foreign assistance: the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
which co-ordinates Poland's development activities and pro-
vides assistance in form of projects, the Ministry of Finance
which provides financial assistance and transfers contribu-
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2. POLAND’S DEVELOPMENT CO-OPERATION
IN 2006: SUMMARY

Official Development Assistance, ODA: donations
and loans offered to developing countries, listed as
development assistance recipients by the OECD
Development Assistance Committee, by official cen-
tral administration institutions of donor countries in
order to support economic development and pros-
perity of these countries. The loans are deemed
Official Development Assistance only when they
include a donation that amounts to 25% of the total
sum provided. ODA does not include those dona-
tions and loans which are allotted to military pur-
poses and transfer payments to private persons
(pensions and indemnities). contribution to the EU
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2 The list of recipient countries of the Official Development Assistance of the OECD Development Assistance 
Committee can be found in the appendix 4.

Remaining part of bilateral aid provided in 2006.

Poland’s multilateral aid provided in 2006.

Source: MFA calculations.

Source: Ministry of Finance calculations.

Source: MFA calculations.

Poland‚s bilateral assistance provided in 2006.
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3 Polish-Russian Federation Co-operation (a total project value of PLN 2.05 million) has not been specified within
the ODA because in accordance to indications of the Development Assistance Committee OECD it is not qualified
as the Official Development Assistance.
4 Comparative data of all projects is presented in Appendix 3.

tions to international financial institutions, and the Ministry of Science and Higher Education which provides 
assistance in the form of scholarships and traineeships. 

Among the ten most important bilateral ODA recipient countries in 2006, are: Angola, Ukraine, Belarus,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Montenegro, Moldova, Indonesia, Afghanistan, and Georgia3. The high standing of Angola
and Uzbekistan on the list results from the amount of financial assistance that they received (remission of debt
amounting to PLN 285.1million in the case of Angola and a tranche of a loan provided to Uzbekistan). In the case
of Kazakhstan its position on the list is due to scholarship aid of over PLN 2.7 million. Indonesia received humani-
tarian aid that amounted to PLN 1.1 million.

The funds administered by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs originate from budgetary special reserves. In 2006, 
the reserve amounted to PLN 85 million, which means it was five times higher than before, and it was allotted to
assistance in the form of projects.

Within co-operation between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and NGOs, central government agencies and local
government institutions, 229 projects were implemented (out of 475 submitted projects proposals) mainly to 
the priority countries (Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Afghanistan, Palestinian Autonomy, Angola, Iraq and Georgia). 
A large number of project applications submitted by Polish aid partners bespeaks of a growing interest in assistance
activities among Polish NGOs, central and local government institutions. 

Polish NGOs implemented 176 projects of a total value of PLN 29 million. The majority of them were within the
framework of the call for proposals entitled “Foreign assistance 2006” (113 projects), followed by ”Development
Education 2006” (30 projects), the Polish-Canadian Development Co-operation (20 projects) and another call for
proposals entitled “Media and Internet initiatives in Belarus” (9 projects). Government agencies implemented 
44 projects of a total value of PLN 14.8 million, and local government entities which, in 2006, had an opportunity
to implement projects within the Polish aid system for the first time ever, have implemented 9 of them for a total
value of PLN 882 thousand4. 

It is also worth mentioning that there was more active participation on the part of Polish embassies. They imple-
mented 131 small projects for total value of PLN 5.2 million, using financial resources of the Small Grants Fund.
Polish missionaries, active in the field of social work in developing countries, mainly in Africa, were also involved in
many of these projects.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs also allotted PLN 3.2 to humanitarian aid. The aid was provided to earthquake 
victims in Yogyakarta province in Indonesia; it facilitated post-war reconstruction of Lebanon and included contribu-
tions to specialised multilateral funds, namely the Central Emergency Response Fund, and the Avian Influenza
Programme within the World Health Organisation.

A large amount of funds was allotted to the implementation of projects in the areas of supporting democracy and
enhancing civil society, for example the Konstanty Kalinowski Scholarship Programme (PLN 4.8 million), initiatives
leading to the creation of TV Belarus (PLN 400 thousand) and the Project S.E.N.S.E. (Strategic Economic Needs
and Security Exercise) which consisted of training public administration employees using computer simulations which
represent the functioning of a country with a market economy (PLN 3 million).

In order to raise Polish society’s awareness of world development problems, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in
2006, provided financial support to civil organisations and educational institutions that introduce initiatives relating
to these problems. These were carried out within the framework of the project entitled ”Development Education
2006” of a value of PLN 500 thousand. What is more, the ministry financed an interactive itinerary exhibition on
the Millennium Development Goals (an allocation of PLN 160 thousand).
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Budgetary reserve also served to finance 11 projects of a total value of PLN 2.2 million that were carried out with
co-operation with the Russian Federation.
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Polish Robert Shuman Foundation 
Project: “Together to Europe” – students exchange 

programme between Poland and the Ukraine,
Ukraine 2006.

Salesian Missionary Voluntary Service – Youth For The World
Project: Educational centre in Nkhotakota, Malawi 2006.
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Poverty is a great challenge for the contemporary world. Almost half of the global population, about 2.8 milliard 
people, live on no more than two dollars a day. Over one milliard people out of this group live in extreme poverty,
which means that they have to survive on less than one dollar a day. In many countries (the majority in the region
of Sub-Saharan Africa) the percentage of people who live below the level of poverty continues growing.

The discussion of the causes of these increasing disparities in incomes and standard of living in the world, as well 
as of remedies for these phenomena has entered in recent years onto a new stage. The most pertinent reaction 
to these issues was presented by the Nobel Prize Committee when justifying the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Mohammed Yunus. The Committee stated that “it will be impossible to achieve a lasting peace, until numerous
groups of people do not come out of poverty”. 

The progress achieved in the field of poverty eradication in the world is measured using the guidelines established 
in 2000 by the international community: the Millennium Development Goals. One of the goals is to reduce by half
the number of people living in extreme poverty by 2015. According to the data of 1990, 1.25 billion people belonged
to this group (28% of the world's population). In 2004 there was a visible decrease in this number to 
980 million (19% of global population); however, in some regions, especially in western Asia, poverty has risen.

A very serious problem resulting from poverty is under-nutrition. In 2003, around 824 million people suffered 
from under-nutrition. Although the regions of Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia that are the most vulnerable in
this respect have made progress in eradicating under-nutrition, the number of people suffering from hunger has
grown in recent years. East Asia is the region where the situation has visibly worsened. After a period of time when
the number of people suffering under-nutrition fell (in the 90s), it rose again.

One of the objectives of the Millennium Development Goals is to strengthen the efforts to fight HIV/AIDS, malaria
and other infectious diseases which take a heavy toll in the Sub-Saharan African countries, and are a threat to other
regions of the world. Throughout the world there are more than 40 million people living with HIV/AIDS. Everyday
this number rises by approximately 14 thousand HIV-infected. On the global scale, many developing countries can
effectively counteract the spreading of HIV (a good example in this respect can be Brazil, Senegal, Thailand 
or Uganda) but there are many countries where these efforts do not bring any desired results. Among people 
affected by HIV in developing countries, only an insignificant number have had a treatment based on antiretrovirus
drugs. It is estimated that up to 95% of HIV infections take place in developing countries. Currently the biggest
increase in HIV infections is observed in the territory of former Soviet Union, including eastern European and
Caucasus countries. 

3. DEVELOPMENT IN THE WORLD

South-Eastern Asia

Eastern Asia

Asian CIS countries*

Southern Asia

Sub-Saharan Africa

Proportion of underweight people in the world

* Asian countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS): Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Georgia, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan. 
Source: Millennium Development Goals Report 2007.
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Economic and social development in a given country depends, to a great extent, on whether its educational system
is able to cope with challenges like illiteracy and lack of qualified work force. One of the Millennium Development
Goals is to guarantee equal education opportunities both for girls and boys. On a global scale 20% of school 
age girls do not attend school on a primary level. In the case of boys the percentage equals 16%. Unequal access
to education is particularly visible in Sub-Saharan Africa and in South Asia. In these regions live 80% of the children
in the world that do not attend school.

The UN Millennium Declaration also mentions cutting by half the number of people with no access to potable water
nor with basic sanitary conditions. In 1990, as little as 35% of households around the world could use sanitary 
facilities. In 2004 this number rose to 50%, but still the situation is not improving fast enough. 

Eastern Asia

CIS countries

Southern and South-Eastern Asia

Sub-Saharan Africa

People living with HIV/AIDS (in million)

Source: Millennium Development Goals Report 2007.

South-Eastern Asia

Southern Asia

Sub-Saharan Africa

Eastern Asia

Asian CIS countires

Children of primary school age out of school

Source: Millennium Development Goals Report 2007.
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In an era of globalisation, the international community feels responsible for the growing gap between the rich North
and the poor South. The final eradication of poverty may be achieved exclusively by assuring lasting and sustainable
development in all countries through the efforts of governments (in international organisations of global and 
regional scope) and by societies (through NGOs and social movements). The last objective included in the
Millennium Development goals deals with this issue. It expresses a need to have a global partnership for 
development.

Southern Asia

Sub-Saharan Africa

South-Eastern Asia

Eastern Asia

Asian CIS countires

Proportion of population using improved sanitation

Source: Millennium Development Goals Report 2007.

Supporting Association of Primary School Activity in Lancuchow,
Project: “The more interesting education, the better start”, 
Ukraine 2006.

Small Grants Fund,
The Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Dakar, 

Senegal 2006.
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The aim of international development cooperation is to reduce existing discrepancies in the standard and quality 
of living between the citizens of developed countries and of the developing ones from Africa, Asia, Latin America
and Eastern Europe. It is not surprising that developed countries are those that stimulate co-operation and are 
development assistance donors. Poland joined the group of donor countries a few years ago. The volume of Poland's
Official Development Assistance reached 0.09 percent of GDP in 2006, while in 2005 the same index amounted to
0.07 percent of GDP. Therefore, the importance of Poland as a donor of international assistance is gradually 
growing. 

Poland, like other members of the international community, is more exposed to the process of globalisation, but also,
as a member state of the European Union, NATO and OECD, as well as a country undergoing rapid development,
its capability to influence this process is increasing. Helping countries and societies that have more difficulties 
coping with the problems of today's world is one of the tools for shaping the process of globalisation. 

On an international scale, Polish development assistance forms part of the global efforts that aim to eradicate 
poverty, support democracy, civil society and good governance. The broadening of scope of Polish activities in the
field of development assistance beyond the traditional understanding of development, especially the inclusion 
of issues related to promoting democracy, human rights and good governance, and support for independent media
and civil society, reflects a growing international consensus. This consensus reflects that long-term, sustainable
development of less developed countries is not possible, unless there is a significant progress in the area of state
institutions' functioning, respecting democratic standards and human rights. More and more developing countries
share this view. 

On a supraregional level, it is worth mentioning that our country is more deeply rooted in western world structures.
Organisations to which we have belonged since the 90s of the last century, have undertaken a series of initiatives
on the global scale in the area of development, as well as peace and security. It is the case of NATO, for instance,
which has broadened the scope of its activities to include stabilization missions in many developing countries like
Afghanistan. Participation of NATO member states' forces in a variety of stabilisation missions in fragile states implies
a necessity for skilful co-ordination of these activities with those that assure adequate living conditions to the local
population, provide humanitarian aid, and in some cases, temporary replacement of inefficient state structures.
Therefore a competent co-ordination of stabilisation activities with pro-development initiatives, maintaining the
autonomy of both kinds of assistance, is one of the most important challenges that the community of donor coun-
tries faces nowadays. 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development of which Poland has been a member for 10 years
now, co-ordinates activities of its members in the area of development assistance. Implementation of the rules of
effectiveness set out in the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, adopted by a majority of the international 
community, including Poland in March 2005, is one of the main goals of this organisation, often called a club of
donor countries. The quintessence of this document is the fact that it emphasises various ideas, namely: absolute
necessity to respect the development needs and priorities of developing countries, adjustment of development activities
to these needs, harmonisation of procedures between donor countries, and focus on specific results of development
assistance initiatives. Simplifying the situation, it could be stated that while the Millennium Development Goals 
set out the objectives to be fulfilled in the sphere of
eradicating poverty, the Paris Declaration outlines the
ways of meeting these objectives. 

It must be remembered that during many years the
fact that developed countries provided assistance to
developing countries has been quite criticised. This
criticism was based, above all, on the line of reasoning
that says that it was impossible to clearly find examples
of the positive influence of development assistance on
poor countries. In addition, there were numerous
cases of wasting development assistance funds and
using them for something other than development pur-
poses (for example in the times of the Cold War world-
powers armed their allies in the Third World). The end
of the Cold War allowed for conclusions to be drawn

4. INTERNATIONAL BACKGROUND 
OF POLAND'S DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE
ACTIVITIES

The Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness – 
key rules for providing effective development 
assistance:

respect for developing countries' priorities 
and needs,
adaptation of development programmes 
and projects to these specific needs,
harmonisation of development assistance 
procedures,
attention paid to the development assistance 
results obtained,
mutual accountability for the results 
of development activities.
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from previous errors made by donor countries. Today,
as a community of donors, we know how to provide
assistance to poor countries in a better and more 
efficient manner, with whom to co-operate, how 
to transfer funds, and how to evaluate programmes
and projects. This knowledge must be quickly put in
practice in order to make the positive impact on poor
countries visible. 

On a regional scale, Polish activities in the realm 
of development co-operation and foreign assistance
are conditioned by our membership in the European

Union. Currently the European Union member states allot in total half of the developed countries' aid to developing
countries, which has exceeded USD100 milliard. More than a “loose federation” of different national development
programmes, the European Union is becoming an institution that has a coherent vision of providing aid to less 
developed countries. The European Consensus on Development adopted in December 2005, laid out common
objectives, rules and values that are guiding principles in 
providing development assistance. This means that while 
the member states continue to enjoy some freedom as 
to choosing the geographic and sector priorities for their 
development activities, the volume of assistance and the 
manners of providing it are subject to close co-ordination 
within the whole Community. This regards not only the expect-
ed increase in the development funds until 2010 and 2015, 
but also concerns undertaking common development initiatives
in developing countries. The provisions of the European
Consensus on Development corroborate the full commitment
of the European Union to increasing the coherence 
of the development policy.

Changes occurring in our neighbouring countries create premises for further development of the Polish 
aid programme. Poland's development assistance policy is, to a great extent, conditioned by the fact that its neigh-
bouring countries struggle with many problems of an economic, social and political nature. The situation in Belarus,
where basic human rights and democratic rules are violated, is a reason for serious concern. Another challenge is
an ongoing transformation in the Ukraine, which is closely related to major needs in the areas of economic and

social development, as well as institu-
tional reforms. The Balkans and the
South Caucasus region have considerable
development potential. However, in
order to take advantage of this situation
it is crucial to be committed to it and 
co-operate especially with countries
undergoing comparable political and
economic transformation processes. 

Millennium Development
Goals

The main aim of the Millennium
Declaration, adopted by the member
states of the United Nations
Organisation in 2000, was to formulate
the Millennium Development Goals
which represent an international 
commitment to ensure better living 

“Combating global poverty is not only a moral
obligation; it will also help to build a more stable,
peaceful, prosperous and equitable world, 
reflecting the interdependency of its richer 
and poorer countries. In such a world, we would
not allow 1,200 children to die of poverty every
hour...“
Passage from the European Consensus on
Development, June 2006.

“We, Heads of State and Government, [...] reaffirm that our
common fundamental values, including freedom, equality, 
solidarity, tolerance, respect for all human rights, respect for
nature and shared responsibility, are essential to international
relations. [...] 

We […] reaffirm our commitment to eradicate poverty and 
promote sustained economic growth, sustainable develop-
ment and global prosperity for all.  

We strongly reiterate our determination to ensure timely and
full realization […] of the Millennium Development Goals.  

We underline the need for urgent action on all sides, 
including more ambitious national development strategies
and efforts backed by increased international support.”  
Excerpt from the Outcome Document of the World Summit
2005 in New York, 14-16 October 2005. 

As a result of its membership in the European
Union, Poland has committed itself to
increase the quality and the volume 
of development aid:

by 2010 the ODA/GDP ratio should 
reach 0.17%,
by 2015 the ODA/GDP ratio should 
reach 0.33%,

In 2006 the ODA/GDP ratio reached 0.09%.
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conditions for a considerable part of the world population. The implementation of the Millennium Development
Goals contributes to the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger (first goal), achieving universal primary educa-
tion (second goal), gender equality promotion and empowerment of women (third goal), child mortality reduction 
(fourth goal), maternal and child health improvement (fifth goal), combating HIV/AIDS and other diseases 
(sixth goal), ensuring environmental sustainability (seventh goal), and developing a global partnership for 
development (eight goal).

Poland is undertaking a series of activities in order to meet the Millennium Development Goals, above all by 
increasing funds allotted to development assistance. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs promoted the ideas expressed in
the Development Goals by financing an interactive exposition devoted to these issues and by organising, together with
the United Nations Development Programme and the Institute of Regional and Global Studies of the University of
Warsaw, a second edition of a call for essays entitled “Millennium Development Goals: It's time to help others”. 

Policy Coherence for Development

The idea of the Policy Coherence for Development has become in recent years a key goal of the development 
policy, both on the international and national level. Coherence as an aim and a horizontal policy of the European
Union, consists not only of trying not to weaken the impact of development policy by other policies (such as Trade
Policy or Common Agriculture Policy), but also making them contribute, to the extent to which it is possible, 
to strengthen the total positive impact on developing countries. The idea of the Policy Coherence for Development
refers to the synergy effect, which results from co-ordinating specific policies of the European Union and facilitates
implementation of the development goals. The conformability with the criteria of the Policy Coherence 
for Development should be assured throughout the whole decision process and development management, starting
with the programming and implementation stages, to the evaluation of the initiatives undertaken. 

Poland's participation in the European Union Development Policy 

Poland more actively participates in the European development assistance system, not only financially, but also with
its expertise in the area. Poland's representatives take an active part in the European Union debates on 
development co-operation and especially on harmonisation and co-ordination of the European Union Development
Policy in order to make it efficient, effective and consistent with the needs of recipient countries. Poland is involved
in the process of implementation of the Paris
Declaration on Aid Effectiveness of March 
2005 which, above all, talks about the distribution 
of obligations among donor and recipient countries,
harmonisation of development procedures, as well 
as implementation of the European Consensus 
on Development and the European Union Strategy 
for Africa.

Poland participates in decision making mechanisms
existing within the European Union Development
Policy. This enables Poland to have a tangible 
influence on the ways of allotting funds that it has
transferred to the European development assistance
budget. In 2006, the representatives of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland 
were involved in planning of the 10th European
Development Fund for the years 2008-2013. Poland
will be donor to this fund for the first time ever.
Furthermore, these representatives co-decided about
the allocation of the union development funds for 
the coming seven years by taking part in drafting
directives on the creation of financial instruments

Development Co-operation Instrument (DCI): 
a basic financing instrument applied within 
development co-operation which forms a part of the
new Financial Perspective for the years 2007-2013.
Its resources are used to finance the EU develop-
ment policy towards developing countries and techni-
cal assistance provided to countries undergoing
transformation. The DCI consists of geographic 
programmes which cover: Latin America, Asia
(including Central Asia), the Republic of South
Africa, and the Near East. They are complemented
by thematic programmes related to: 

social and human development, 
environment and natural resources 
management,  
NGOs and local authorities in development 
policy, 
food security, 
migrations and refugees.
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within the new EU Financial Perspective for the years 2007-2013, which are: the Development Co-operation
Instrument (DCI), the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) and the European
Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI). 

In 2006, the involvement of Poland in the European Union Development System was reflected by its participation 
in sessions of the institutions working within the structures of the European Union Council and the European
Commission. Namely they include:

General Affairs External Relations Council (GAERC),
EU Council Working Group on Development (CODEV), 
EU Council ACP Working Group, 
variousvarious committees co-operating with the European Commission, including: Humanitarian Aid 
Committee, Food Aid Committee, EDF Committee, NGOs Committee, MEDA Committee, TACIS 
Committee, CARDS Committee, ALA Committee,
informal co-ordination meetings of donor countries to Belarus. 

Polish Humanitarian Organisation 
Project: “Improvement of water supply for Palestinian schools in the Bethlehem District” 
Girl High School in Al Ubeidyeh close to Bethlehem,
Palestinian Autonomy 2006.

Salesian Missionary Voluntary Service – Youth for the World
Educational Centre in Nakhotakota, 

Malawi 2006.



Assistance is gradually becoming more important in the Polish foreign policy. In 2006 Poland's assistance 
embodied two principle components: traditionally understood development assistance and support 
for democracy and civil society, especially in countries under transition. This approach resulted from the 
conviction that long term, sustainable development is not possible without efficient democracy and active civil 
society.

As in the case of other development assistance systems
in various developed countries, the main goal of Polish
aid was, and continues to be, to enhance sustainable
development, to eradicate poverty, to strengthen
democracy, and support the protection of human rights
and civil liberties, and to promote freedom of speech,
rule of law and efficient public institutions. Keeping 
in mind the above mentioned goals, Polish aid 
in 2006 was focused on public administration reform 
at the central, regional and local levels, economic 
transformation, supporting democratic institutions, 
education, health protection and improvement 
of sanitary conditions (access to potable water) as well

as on environment protection. Alignment of national legislation and institutions with the EU membership 
requirements was a separate goal of Polish development assistance for close European Union neighbours.

The majority of donor countries focus their development assistance 
activities on specific priority countries. Providing assistance to a limited
group of countries allows using “comparative advantages” of a specific
developed country in comparison with the rest of donor countries and
achieving a greater impact on a recipient country situation (partner 
country) and its development. 

Until 2005, the budgetary fund of Polish development assistance and 
especially the funds at the disposal of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was
relatively small. It did not allow for the development of coherent and long
term development initiatives, regarding for example our neighbouring 
countries. The fact that Polish aid funds increased in 2006, permitted,
among other things, that Ukraine and Belarus were included as priority
development assistance recipient countries and that the volume of aid 
provided to existing priority countries was augmented.

In 2006 Polish foreign assistance was
first provided to particular Eastern and
South-eastern European countries,
Central Asian and Sub-Saharan and
other developing countries, as well as
those with on-site Polish military or
police units. Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova
and Georgia (countries undergoing
transformation, that expressed their
will to integrate into the Euro-Atlantic
structures, and to closely co-operate
with Poland in the area of develop-
ment, as well as to receive Polish aid)
were the priority countries in the region
of East and South-east Europe and in
Central Asia.

While it provides development 
assistance, Poland focuses on the 

5. GOALS AND DIRECTIONS 
OF POLISH AID 

Solidarity, development and liberty. The draft of the new Polish
development assistance strategy for the years 
2007-2015
The draft of the new strategy, prepared at the MFA 
in 2006 with collaboration with other government agencies 
and non-governmental sector representatives, sets out the
framework for Polish aid in a new context. It considers our
membership in the European Union, the fact that Poland 
has adopted the rules of efficient development assistance, 
presented among other documents in the Paris Declaration, and
ever closer co-operation of donor countries in the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Development and the European
Union. The new strategy takes into account the need to make
Poland more involved in the democratisation process of Eastern
Europe, South Caucasus and Central Asia. The strategy will 
be approved by the Polish government in 2007. 

Poland's foreign aid priority 
countries in 2006: 

Ukraine, 
Belarus, 
Moldova, 
Afghanistan, 
Palestinian Autonomy,
Angola,
Iraq,
Georgia,
Vietnam.

On October 21, 2003 the Council of Minsters of
the Republic of Poland adopted the first document
that established goals, rules and priorities of Polish
development assistance entitled “The Strategy 
for Poland's Development Co-operation”. 
The main goals presented in this document are:

support for sustainable development, 
poverty eradication, 
democracy, rule of law and human rights 
promotion. 
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needs of the recipient countries. Each year, assistance planning is preceded by an analysis of the needs of 
particular countries. Poland's potential as a donor country is also assessed. 

Support for democracy, rule of law and civil society building

Support for international co-operation for building democracy and civil society is an integral part of Polish aid. 
The lack of specific institutional structures in developing countries and those undergoing social and 
economic transformation is one of the main obstacles to achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 

On August 30, 2006, the European Commission adopted a communication which states that in order to achieve
harmonised and efficient EU development policy, it is necessary to treat the issues of good and democratic 
governance as a priority, especially at the stage of planning and implementation of the European Union develop-
ment assistance programmes.

Poland promotes democratic standards and rule of law in the countries covered by co-operation and ensures that
human rights as well as basic social and civil rights are respected. Enhancing the independence of civil society 
institutions, promoting knowledge of active citizenship and supporting social and international solidarity are also
issues of pivotal importance.

Poland is especially interested in promoting ideas of European integration, Euro-Atlantic co-operation, and interna-
tional solidarity. Along with these initiatives, Poland undertakes activities aimed at economic free market transfor-
mation in the countries that undergo the above mentioned changes. In order to make these reforms attain the

desired results, Poland strives to offer its assistance at
the lowest administration levels, i.e. local self-govern-
ments and small communities. Only then will the 
support offered to entrepreneurship and to develop-
ing rural areas fructify in the highest added value. 

Higher School of Public Administration in Szczecin
Project: “Ukraine on the path to the European Union – 
European workshops”, Ukraine 2006.
Getting ready to be a coach: workshops on the EU.

Toruƒ Higher School
Project: “Polish-Russian School of International Journalism”,

the Russian Federation 2006.



The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has a co-ordinating function 
in Polish development activities. It establishes directions and 
priorities for Polish aid, it is responsible for the implementation
of multilateral and bilateral development assistance, and under-
takes initiatives in cases of humanitarian and food catastrophes
(humanitarian aid). The Ministry of Foreign Affairs annually 
prepares an action plan, where it presents the most important
goals and guidelines referring to the implementation of 
development assistance and to specific support areas in each
priority country. The plans are prepared on the basis of a long
term strategy (the first one, currently in force, was approved by
the Council of Ministers in 2003).

The choice of the countries to receive development assistance
activities is dictated by some key issues. Above all effectiveness
is crucial here. It is important for a recipient country to be able
to make use of Polish aid and Polish experience in the best way

possible. There are many countries where aid is indispensable. But Poland does not have missions there, thus 
it is unable to undertake effective initiatives for the benefit of these states. In such cases, financial assistance is 
provided by transferring financial resources to international funds - the United Nations System funds, among others.

The MFA co-operates with a large group of partners which includes Polish NGOs, other government agencies, local
self-government entities, higher education institutions, foreign organisations and catholic missions (agencies of
Polish Episcopal Commission on Missions) working together with Polish diplomatic missions in the recipient countries
of Polish aid. Polish aid is provided as multilateral, bilateral or also trilateral assistance in co-operation with other
donor countries.

Multilateral assistance is composed of funds allotted to international organisations and funds specialising in 
specific areas of assistance, i.e. HIV/AIDS, assistance to refugees, the promotion of respect for human rights. 

Bilateral assistance includes implementation of development projects, among other things. The MFA offers financial
resources to specific projects implemented by the partners of Polish aid in co-operation with organisations and 
institutions in a recipient country. These organisations (NGOs) and institutions (entities other than NGOs) apply 
to receive these funds through the procedure of a call for proposals. Assistance initiatives are also undertaken 
by Polish embassies using the resources of the Small Grants Fund. Project proposals are verified and those that are
provided funds for implementation are monitored and require regular reports.

The Development Co-operation Department of the MFA is responsible for the planning and implementation of Polish
aid. The above mentioned department was set up as an independent unit within the structure of the MFA in 2005.
The Department is composed of the Cohesion of Development Policies and Co-ordination of Foreign Assistance
Division, the Development Co-operation Programme Implementation Division and the Democracy and
Transformation Processes Support Team. 

Managing financial cash flow classified as the Official
Development Assistance is the responsibility of the Ministry of
Finance. Within the structure of the Ministry of Finance the
Department of International Financial Institutions and Foreign
Co-operation is accountable for financial aid.

The Bureau for Academic Recognition and International
Exchange within the Ministry of Science and Higher Education
manages the funds for scholarships for foreign students con-
ducting studies in Poland. 
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Educational Society of Malopolska
Project: “Young leaders of civil entrepreneurship in Serbia, Kosovo and Montenegro”,

the Balkans 2006.
Students from Serbia, Kosovo and Montenegro working together 

to establish manners of fundraising for their projects.

6. ORGANISATION OF POLISH AID SYSTEM

The following entities play a key role in
Polish foreign assistance:

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs co-ordinates
development activities and provides 
assistance in the form of projects.

The Ministry of Finance provides financial
assistance and transfers Polish contributions
to international financial institutions.

The Ministry of Science and Higher
Education (through the Bureau for
Academic Recognition and International
Exchange) provides assistance in the form 
of scholarships and traineeships.
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The volume of Polish foreign assistance in the years 2004-2006 gradually increased due to the integration into the
European Union and especially owing to contributions made to the EU development budget. Total Official Development
Assistance (ODA) provided by Poland in 2004 amounted to PLN 922.2 million (USD 297.2 million), in 2005 it was 
PLN 663 million (USD 205 million) and in 2006: PLN 920 million (USD 296 million). Meanwhile the ODA/GDP ratio
reached 0.05% in 2004, 0.07% in 2005 and 0.09% in 2006.

The increase in the Polish development budget during the years 2004-2006 was accompanied by a growing involvement
of Poland in various international initiatives that aimed to improve the fate of poor people. It needs to be stressed
that Poland has participated in the European Union system of aid to third countries (since 1 May, 2004) and thus
has adopted a new role as a participant in decision processes related to European Union Development Policy. Some
new institutional solutions have also been introduced to the Polish aid system. In 2004 the first “Framework action
plan for the development activities of the MFA” was created with reference to the “Strategy for Polish development
co-operation” of 2003, and it described specific geographic and thematic priorities of Polish aid. 

In January 2005, the Development Co-operation Unit was set up in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (within the
Department of the UN System and Global Issues), and it became a separate department – Development Co-opera-
tion Department – in September 2005. Its function is to plan and provide Polish foreign assistance within the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, and to co-ordinate the planning and implementation of development assistance.

Co-operation with various partners of the MFA in the area of Polish aid programme implementation has significant-
ly increased. The first call for proposals for NGOs was initiated in 2004. Projects in the realm of development assis-
tance have also been implemented by central administration entities since 2005, and by local self-governments since
2006. A very important component of the Polish aid programme are Polish diplomatic missions. Owing to them,
small initiatives in the sphere of development assistance have been organised since 2004 within the Small Grants
Fund. 

The potential of Polish civil society organisations, co-operating with partners from developing countries, has been
considerably strengthened. Their activities are not only limited to projects co-financed from the official development
budget, but, in a great measure, they are a result of these organisations' own efforts. In addition to the added value
represented by their knowledge of specific developing countries' realities and abilities to undertake effective and 
flexible actions, NGOs have intensified the humanitarian aspect of Polish assistance activities. 
The activities of Polish missionaries who undertake development assistance initiatives for the benefit of local 
communities in African countries have been broadened. Due to weak Polish aid infrastructure in these countries, the
small number of other partners, and the lack of real possibilities for commencing a programmed assistance on the
intergovernmental level, charitable activities of on-site religious organisations have become one of the most active
channels of Polish aid delivered to Africa. 

In the light of existing experience in the area of Polish aid programme implementation, one can point out some
potential sectors of development assistance where Poland can specialise in the coming years. This specialisation will,
first of all, be related to countries undergoing social and economic transformation. In the coming years, the 
majority of assistance provided to the Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova, will be focused on two or three sectors, which
is compliant with the norms settled by the European Union. 

7. POLISH AID SINCE 2004: TOWARDS 
A BROADER PARTNERSHIP AND HIGHER 
SPECIALIZATION 

Year

2004

2005

2006

ODA value

(PLN million)

501

663

922

ODA value

(USD million)

137

205

297

ODA/GDP ratio (%)

0.05

0.07

0.09

Source: MFA calculations.



A total value of PLN 922 million of Polish aid 
delivered in 2006 is composed of all expenditures
covered by public funds classified as Official
Development Assistance according to the OECD
Development Assistance Committee.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs plays a crucial role 
in co-ordinating Polish foreign assistance. Its imple-
mentation, though, is carried out by other govern-
ment agencies, apart from the MFA. Funds allotted
to development assistance form part of the state
budgetary resources. There are different channels of
delivering aid to recipient countries.

The biggest part of Polish aid in 2006 (PLN 503 
million), was represented by the contribution to the
European Union development assistance budget,
and was transferred by the Ministry of Finance.

Each year a specific amount is reserved for 
assistance in the form of projects implemented
directly in the countries covered by the Polish aid
programme, or indirectly by specialised international

organisations. Special reserves at the disposal of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (called “Support for international 
co-operation for democratisation and civil society, including co-financing of the East European Studies of Warsaw
University, and implementation of the Polish development co-operation programme”) amounted to PLN 85 million
in 2006. Examples of the initiatives financed with these resources are described, listed by specific 
countries and regions, on pages 41- 68 of the report. 

Financial assistance in the form of preferential loans and debt relief provided by the Ministry of Finance and 
scholarship assistance in the form of grants for citizens of foreign countries studying in Poland offered by the Ministry
of Science and Higher Education are also a part of Polish Official Development Assistance. Both financial assistance
and scholarship assistance are classified as bilateral aid.

Other government agencies undertake development activities which fulfil the requirements of the OECD
Development Assistance Committee. Namely they are voluntary contributions to multilateral organisations, funds
and programmes. In 2006, among institutions allotting funds classified as Official Development Assistance were: the
Ministry of Interior and Administration, the Office of the Committee for European Integration, “Wspólnota Polska”
Association, the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Transport, the Sejm
Chancellery, the Ministry of Construction, the Ministry of the Environment, the Ministry of Culture and National
Heritage, the Ministry of National Defence, the Ministry of Economy, and also the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development.

8. POLAND'S DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 
IN 2006

Development assistance activities financed directly
from the MFA budgetary special reserve include:

projects implemented by Polish NGOs,
projects implemented by local 
administration entities, 
projects implemented by Polish embassies 
(Small Grants Fund),
food aid,
humanitarian aid,
voluntary contributions to international 
organisations and funds (multilateral aid),
information campaigns and promotion 
of the Polish aid programme,
development education,
projects implemented directly by 
the Development Co-operation Department 
of the MFA.

Educational Society of Malopolska
Project: “Young leaders of civil entrepreneurship in Serbia, 

Kosovo and Montenegro”, the Balkans 2006.
Students from Serbia, Kosovo and Montenegro applauding spontaneously

after the presentation on the activities of one of the members of ASHOKA. 
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8.1. MULTILATERAL ASSISTANCE 

Poland is only starting to gain experience in providing assistance to other countries, which is why transferring 
development funds to specialised international institutions allows us to take advantage of their organisational 
and logistic potential, and thus increase the effectiveness of our aid. Assistance provided by Poland through 
international organisations plays a crucial role, especially when Poland's activities in the area of bilateral assistance
are quite limited, for example due to the lack of co-operation on the intergovernmental level, weak recipient 
country structures, and the fact that some problems require a high level of specialization. 

In 2006, the volume of Polish multilateral assistance amounted to PLN 552 million (USD 178 million) which repre-
sents 60% of Poland's total Official Development Assistance. Multilateral assistance funds come from both specific
state budgetary reserves at the disposal of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and from resources of other government
agencies, especially the Ministry of Finance which is responsible for executing payments to the European Union
development budget. 

Transferring a payment to the European Union development budget is the main channel of multilateral assistance
flow. It is a part of an annual contribution allotted to the EU general budget. The amount of these funds is an off-
shoot of a share of the EU budgetary expenses directed to development assistance provided to third countries, which
in accordance with the OECD Development Assistance Committee is classified as the ODA. In 2006, the volume of
Polish contributions to the EU development budget amounted to 503 million (USD 162 million) which represented
50% of Poland's total Official Development Assistance. It is important to stress that the share of Polish contributions
to the EU development budget in 2006 was the highest among those made by countries that joined the European
Union after May 1, 2004. These funds, similar to the contributions of other countries, were allotted to development
assistance provided to Asian, African, Latin American, East European, and West Balkan countries, as well as to food
and humanitarian aid and to support Turkey in its pre-accession period. 

In addition to the European Union, other important channels of Poland's multilateral assistance are the United
Nations System institutions and the World Bank Group.

In 2006, almost PLN 24 million was allotted to the United Nations System agencies, programmes and funds which,
due to their long-lasting presence in the most needed countries of the world, have an in-depth knowledge of the
problems and real needs of these regions. They also have a very broad experience in managing development pro-
grammes. In 2006, the following UN System institutions and initiatives received funds:

United Nations Relief and Works Agency Fund for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA),
Afghan Counter Narcotic Trust Fund within the UNDP
United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR),
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
International Labour Organisation (ILO),
United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO),
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO),
United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN HABITAT)
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
World Health Organisation (WHO), 
World Food Programme (WFP)
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS),
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

The World Bank Group received PLN 20.7 million for the International Development Association and Afghanistan
Reconstruction Trust Fund within the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD).
Other agencies and funds included in Poland's multilateral assistance were:

International Organisation for Migration (IOM),
International Committee for the Red Cross (ICRC),
Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD),
Montreal Protocol,
Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM).
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Additionally, PLN 195 thousand (EUR 50 thousand) was transferred to the Council of Europe as a voluntary 
contribution for development projects implemented in Belarus.

8.2. BILATERAL ASSISTANCE

The majority of bilateral assistance provided through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is offered in the form of 
assistance projects implemented by Polish aid programme partners.

The projects defined in the programme for 2006 covered areas which were adjusted to the needs of specific 
countries and regions. They also depended on the existing possibilities to effectively undertake Polish actions in this
realm.

NGOs implemented 145 development assistance projects in 23 countries and 31 educational 
projects directed to Polish society. The total amount of funds allotted to these projects by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs amounted to PLN 29,036,538.46.

government agencies implemented 44 projects in 12 countries. The total amount of funds 
allotted to these projects by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs amounted to PLN 14,832,748.30.

self-government entities implemented 9 projects in 2 countries. The total amount of funds 
allotted to these projects by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs amounted to PLN 882,359.68.

Polish diplomatic missions implemented 131 projects in 32 countries. The total amount of funds 
allotted to these projects by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs amounted to PLN 5,195,112.04.

Within the Polish-Canadian Development Co-operation Programme, NGOs implemented 20 
projects in 11 countries. The total amount of funds allotted to these projects by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs amounted to PLN 2,700,000.
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Development assistance projects implemented by NGOs
Due to an increase in the funds designated to foreign assistance in 2006, the volume of financial resources allotted
to cover NGO initiatives also went up. The total volume of subventions amounted to almost PLN 30 million, i.e. 40%
of funds at the disposal of the MFA. In comparison with the previous years, NGO activities had a broader thematic
and geographic scope.

Development assistance projects implemented by central administration bodies 
Central administration bodies implemented 44 assistance projects, co-financed with PLN 14.8 million. The majority
of projects were implemented for the benefit of the Ukraine (27), most of them were related to central and local
administration support, European integration and institutional and agricultural consultations. 

Development assistance projects implemented by local administration entities
Local administration entities, for the first time ever, were able to implement projects within the Polish aid programme.
Nine projects received subventions for a total value of PLN 882 thousand. Almost all of them (8) were related to
Ukraine. Above all, they dealt with strengthening local administration through sharing Polish experience in the
sphere of local self-government functioning.

Development assistance projects implemented by Polish embassies
Polish embassies implemented, in co-operation with NGOs and religious organisations, 131 projects, using the
financial resources of the Small Grants Fund. The above Fund allows for subventions to be offered to assistance 
initiatives on a small scale, undertaken as a response to the needs expressed by on-site NGOs, religious missions
and public institutions. The projects of the Small Grants Fund foresee, among other things, the purchase of hospi-
tal and school equipment, as well as supplying local NGOs with equipment necessary to continue their everyday
work.

In addition to the priority countries (Ukraine, Belarus, Palestinian Autonomy, Angola, Iraq and Georgia), projects
which received subventions from the Small Grants Fund were carried out in: Azerbaijan, Burundi, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Jordan, Cambodia, Cameroon, Kazakhstan, Kenya, the Kyrgyz Republic, North Korea,
Laos, Madagascar, the Republic of South Africa, Rwanda, Senegal, Syria, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and
Zimbabwe.

Owing to the co-operation with the Polish Episcopal Commission on Missions approximately 40 initiatives were
undertaken, most of them in African countries. The activities carried out in African and Asian countries were 
mostly related to education, living conditions of people (health protection, access to potable water), construction and
expansion of public infrastructure, post-conflict rehabilitation and culture.

Additional statistical data related to bilateral assistance projects with respective descriptions of specific assistance ini-
tiatives is presented in the part devoted to assistance projects (pages 41-68). Comparative data for all projects is pre-
sented in Appendix 1.

8.3. TRILATERAL ASSISTANCE

Trilateral assistance is understood as development assistance provided together with another donor country. The
Polish-Canadian Development Co-operation Programme was implemented within the framework of trilateral assis-
tance in 2006. The programme was focused on supporting development assistance projects provided to developing
countries and those undergoing political transformation. The following countries were covered by the Polish-
Canadian Development Co-operation:

Ukraine, 
Georgia, 
Moldova, 
Serbia and Montenegro, 
Sub-Saharan African countries. 

Projects which received subventions within the PCDC were related to local self-government efficiency improvement,
building local partnerships, leadership training, strengthening position of schools as local community centres, school
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construction and renovation, and providing support to health infrastructure. A specific comparison of projects is pre-
sented in Appendix 1 and some of them are described in the part that is focused on their geographic localization
(page 41-68). 

In 2006, the PCDC Programme amounted to PLN 5.39 million, which was provided by the Polish Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). Education for Democracy Foundation was an
entity, chosen through the procedure of an open call for proposals, which was put in charge of managing the pro-
gramme. Experts from CIDA offered their expertise and advice in areas where Polish NGOs were not very experi-
enced. 

8.4. HUMANITARIAN AID

Humanitarian aid is a kind of assistance provided to victims of cataclysms and military conflicts. In 2006, Poland
allotted PLN 3.24 million to humanitarian aid. This sum was used to support citizens of Lebanon (PLN 1.18 million),
Indonesia (PLN 1.1 million) and Ecuador (PLN 47 thousand).Voluntary contributions, amounting to PLN 778 thou-
sand were also transferred  to the Central Emergency Response Fund and to the World Health Organisation
Programme for Fighting Bird Flu (PLN 124 thousand).

Humanitarian aid to Indonesia
In May 2006 Indonesia suffered an earthquake which affected Yogyakarta province on the Java Island. The 
estimated number of victims amounted to 6,000. Over 200 thousand were left homeless. Indonesian authorities
turned to the international community for humanitarian aid. The government of the Republic of Poland made 
a decision to provide humanitarian aid to the earthquake victims. The National Centre for Emergency Co-ordination
and Population Protection was in charge of co-ordinating this initiative. 

Over PLN 1 million from the funds at the disposal of the MFA was allocated to help the earthquake victims through
various channels:

financial resources amounting to 310 thousand (USD 100 thousand) were provided to the Indonesian Red
Cross; 

the amount of PLN 621 thousand (USD 200 thousand) was allotted to the UNICEF and the International
Migration Organisation (IMO) which provide a considerable amount of aid to victims of natural disasters. 

the amount of PLN 26 thousand allowed for purchasing medical and bandaging materials which, owing to the
Polish Humanitarian Organisation, were transported to Indonesia;

National Centre for Emergency Co-ordination and Population Protection and the Polish Medical Mission set up
a rescue-medical team which, together with on-site ambulatory, was transported to Indonesia by a plane of the
Ministry of National Defence. Furthermore, the Polish Red Cross provided material aid. The support for the medical
on-site team was provided by the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Jakarta. 

Pomoc humanitarna dla Libanu
The conflict between Israel and Hezbollah lasted somewhat over
a month, but it caused heavy losses and long-term conse-
quences, above all for the Lebanese people. In such a situation,
Poland, just like the international community of
humanitarian and development aid donors, could not
show indifference. 

At the beginning of August 2006, out of the financial
resources at the disposal of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, PLN 1 million was assigned to purchase for
people from Lebanon goods of first necessity like tents,
blankets and electricity generators for refugee camps. 

Humanitarian aid was transported to Beirut and
Damask by aeroplanes of the air forces of the Republic
of Poland in co-operation with the Ministry of National

Development Co-operation Department, MFA
Humanitarian aid to Lebanon, 2006.
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Defence. Then the aid was delivered by Polish embassies to government agencies and NGOs providing assistance
to Lebanese people, namely the Lebanese High Relief Commission and the Syrian Red Crescent which distributed
aid to those most in need. 

During the conference devoted to Lebanon which took place in late August and early September 2006, Poland
declared its further involvement in the aid activities. A large part of a sum allotted to this purpose, amounting to
approximately PLN 4 million, was spent in 2007. The above amount allowed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to pur-
chase 55 temporary emergency housing units with fitted kitchens and bathrooms for the inhabitants of Tebnine in
the south of Lebanon. These temporary shelters were provided to the city authorities as early as March 2007.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs also partly financed two NGO projects chosen in a call for proposals launched by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a specific task ”Humanitarian aid for Lebanon”.

a project of the Polish Humanitarian Organisation entitled: “Improvement of water supply system in Tiri and
Rmaich” at a value of PLN 269,330;

Project of the Polish Medical Organisation entitled: “Healthy impulse – medical aid to local clinics in southern
Lebanon (Mohafaza, Nabatyie, Bekaa) and to hospitals in Tebnine i Zahle” at a value of PLN 194,280.

A detailed description of the projects is to be found in chapter 9 (page 62).
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8.5. FOOD AID

Poland is the first country of those that entered the European Union in 2004 to sign the Food Aid Convention. In
this way Poland confirmed its determination to fight global hunger problems in the international arena. A significant
increase in funds allotted by Poland to assist people suffering from hunger and under-nutrition demonstrated Polish
commitment to these issues. Poland’s financial involvement which aimed to fight world hunger in 2006 reached an
unprecedented level of PLN 3.7 million (USD 1.2 million), while the total amount of funds used for that purpose
between 1999 and 2005 only slightly exceeded this amount – PLN 4.3 million (USD 1.4 million). 

Polish food aid mainly consists of providing voluntary contributions to the World Food Programme (WFP) that are
directed to a specific project to which these resources will be allotted. By providing aid through a specialised pro-
gramme, Poland has an access to a large variety of technical and logistical support, which makes the Polish food
aid more efficient and effective.

In 2006, Poland’s contribution of PLN 3.7 million to the World Food Programme represented an important support
to the WFP activities in Georgia (PLN 930.8 thousand), Afghanistan (PLN 621 thousand), Angola (PLN 621 thou-
sand), the Democratic Republic of Congo (PLN 621 thousand), Tanzania (PLN 310 thousand). A significant share
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A game entitled ”Food Force” elaborated by the WFP and the European Commission was presented on the website
of the Development Co-operation Department (www.polishaid.gov.pl) as a part of an information campaign on
humanitarian and food aid. 

to the amount of PLN 3.7 million were the contributions of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
allotted to food aid for Ethiopia and Tanzania (PLN 310 thousand each).
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Polish Humanitarian Organisation 
Project: ”Improvement of water supply for Palestinian schools 
in the Bethlehem District”, Palestinian Autonomy 2006.
Girl High School in Al Ubeidyeh close to Bethlehem.

Divine Word Missionaires Animation Centre
St. Lucas Health Care Centre in Kifangondo, 
Angola 2006.
Placing foundations for the new wing 
of the hospital.
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8.6. SCHOLARSHIP AID

Scholarship aid is about financing from the budgetary funds scholarships that enable citizens of developing countries
and those on the official list of the OECD Development Assistance Committee that are undergoing political 
transformation, to conduct studies in Poland. The Bureau for the Academic Recognition and International Exchange
within the Ministry of Science and Higher Education is responsible for their co-ordination. In 2006, Poland's 
scholarship aid amounted to PLN 17.75 million5. In total 2100 citizens of developing countries and those 
undergoing political transformation had their studies in Poland financed.

The scholarship aid in 2006 was focused on three countries, namely: Belarus, the Ukraine and Kazakhstan (888,
582 and 339 scholarships respectively). Students from the following Asian countries were also granted scholarships:
Uzbekistan (49 scholarships), Mongolia (23 scholarships), the Kyrgyz Republic (20 scholarships), China (17 scholar-
ships), Turkmenistan (17 scholarships), Iraq (5 scholarships), Afghanistan (3 scholarships) and Vietnam (2 scholar-
ships). In the region of South Caucasus, the majority of scholarship aid was provided to Georgia (25 scholarships),
while in the Near East, citizens of Palestinian Autonomy received 19 scholarships. Among citizens of Latin American
countries undertaking studies in Poland, the largest number of scholarships was granted to Brazil and Ecuador (17
and 12 scholarships respectively). 10 Tunisians, the most numerous group of students granted scholarships from
Africa, were also able to study in Poland. 

Students from developing countries and those undergoing transformation studying in Poland
in 2006

5 The amount includes the financial resources allotted to long-term Polish language courses (Polish Language School)
professional and master’s degrees, doctoral degrees, postgraduate medical internships, postdoctoral studies and other
internships longer than 10 months, as well as medical specialisations. Summer Polish language courses, semester-long
studies and internships up to 9 months are also specified in the chats that present the number of students from 
developing countries and those undergoing transformation, who study in Poland owing to government grants.

Ukraine 
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

352
132

7
15
13
44

0
19

582

Belarus
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

631
52

0
4

33
167

1
0

888

Moldova
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

45
3
1
2
0
5
0
0

56

Macedonia 
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

17
1
0
0
0
4
5
0

27
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Bosnia and Herzegovina
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
2

Montenegro
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6

Georgia
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

12
1
0
0
0
5
7
0

25

Kazakhstan
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

259
8
1
1
0

55
15

0
339

Kyrgyz Republic
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

4
2
0
0
0
0

14
0

20

Uzbekistan
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

36
0
0
0
0
7
6
0

49

Afghanistan
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3

Palestinian Autonomy
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

12
0
1
3
0
3
0
0

19
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China
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

0
0
0
0
0
5
0

12
17

Vietnam
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
2

Mongolia
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

0
0
0
0
0

11
12

0
23

Iraq
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

3
0
0
0
0
2
0
0
5

Turkmenistan
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

11
0
0
0
0
6
0
0

17

Brazil
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

13
2
0
0
0
2
0
0

17

Ecuador
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

10
0
0
0
0
2
0
0

12

Tunisia
Students
Ph.D. students
Postgraduate medical internships
Medical specialisations 
Postdoctoral studies
Polish language courses
Internships up to 9 months
Semester-long studies

6
0
0
0
4
0
0
0

10
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Training for Young Diplomats from Developing Countries
In 2006, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in co-operation with the Diplomatic Academy of the Polish Institute 
of International Affairs, invited 24 young diplomats from 10 developing countries and those undergoing social and
economic transformation to participate in a month-long training programme.

Participants of the training programme represented the following countries:
South-Eastern Europe: Ukraine and Moldova,
South Caucasus: Georgia,
Africa: Mozambique, Kenya, Tanzania, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Angola and Togo.

Young diplomats participated in sessions related to international issues extremely crucial with regard to development
of their countries, their co-operation with Poland and, on a broader scale, with the European Union. The chance for
the participants from the East and South to exchange experiences turned out to be a valuable component of this
project. During the debates and discussion sessions, participants dealt with issues related to the European integra-
tion, transatlantic co-operation, international security, and development assistance.

Development Co-operation Department, MFA
Training for Young Diplomats, 2006.

European Meeting Centre - Nowy Staw Foundation
Support for initiatives in the realm of youth exchange 

programmes in the Ukraine, Ukraine 2006.
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8.7. FINANCIAL AID

Financial aid is composed of preferential loans offered to developing countries and those under transformation 
(according to the norms of the OECD Development Assistance Committee they are loans that contain a donation
amounting to at least 25% of the total loan), debt relief and contributions to international financial institutions. The
Ministry of Finance is responsible for providing financial assistance.

The financial assistance provided in 2006 amounted to PLN 320 million (USD 103 million) and it included:
a loan of PLN 13.65 million to Uzbekistan, provided on the 
basis of a tied aid loan agreement of July 10, 2003,
a loan of PLN 1.55 million to China, provided on the basis of 
a financial co-operation agreement, of September 29, 2000,
relief of Angola’s debt of PLN 285.12 million owed to Poland, 
in accordance with the agreement on debt amortization and 
restructuring, of November 21, 2003,
a contribution of PLN 19.76 million made to the International 
Development Association (IDA) that is a part of the World 
Bank Group. Out of this sum, IDA allotted PLN 1.74 million 
to cover the structural gap of the IDA’s HIPC Trust Fund, making it possible in 2006 for Poland to make 
a contribution to support multilateral debt relief initiatives.

8.8. INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS AND PROMOTION OF POLISH AID 
PROGRAMME 

Providing development assistance to less developed
countries is a new area of Poland’s international 
activities. It represents as well one of the areas of 
central administration initiatives that is least known to
Polish society. Awareness of why Poland has intensified
its development co-operation and what role it can play 
in the international development assistance system is
relatively low. 

Nevertheless, it needs to be stressed that the support
of Polish society for Poland's involvement in providing
development assistance to poor countries is considerable
and steadily growing. Opinion polls on development
assistance carried out in 2004 reflect, among other
things, the above-mentioned tendency. While in 2004,
two thirds of Poles were in approval of Poland 
providing development assistance to less developed
countries, three fourths of our society were in favour of
these initiatives in 2006. 

That is why, simultaneously to increasing funds for
development assistance, the MFA is trying to dissemi-
nate information related to directions for Polish aid
and implementation of development initiatives.
Furthermore, in order to present a broader context of
this area of Polish activities, the MFA supports educa-
tional actions aimed at raising the awareness of the
Polish society of world development problems, needs
of developing countries of utmost priority and ways of
long-term co-operation (development education). 

Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC)
Initiative: an initiative of the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank Group
launched in 1996. It provided for heavily
indebted countries’ debt reduction combined
with programmes aimed at poverty reduction
and other development assistance initiatives. 

According to 75% of Poles, Poland should assist less
developed countries in their development (in 2004, 63% 
of the respondents had the same opinion on the issue). 

The most frequently chosen reasons for Polish participa-
tion in development assistance are: a moral obligation to
help poorer countries and a need to recompense somehow
the aid that Poland received in the past.

22% of Poles declare having heard of the Millennium
Development Goals.

75% of Poles approve of the government allotting 
a certain percentage of their tax payments to development
assistance provided to poor countries. 55% of Poles 
agree to earmark monthly PLN 3 from their taxes for 
development assistance purposes.

According to Poles, the areas where Poland has the most
to offer are education and health care.

Poles think that Poland should first of all provide 
assistance to African countries, and then our Eastern 
neighbours: the Ukraine and Belarus.

Findings of the TNS OBOP opinion poll conducted 
at the request of the MFA in December 2006. 
More information on the results of the opinion poll at: 
www.polishaid.gov.pl
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In September 2006, the MFA launched a special Internet service (www.polskapomoc.gov.pl) entirely devoted 
to Polish foreign assistance issues. In addition to presenting the general foundations of the Polish aid programme,
the website includes testimonies of the implementation of assistance projects, short videos, press, radio and TV 
releases on Polish aid activities. Furthermore, on the sites, one can find practical information directed to institutions
and organisations interested in the implementation of the programme in co-operation with the MFA. The Internet
service is equipped with an automatic bulletin, sent regularly to all subscribers. It takes account of current events,
calls for proposals and other issues of great interest. The site is available in Polish, Russian and English language.

”Polish aid in focus” photographic exhibition
A photographic exposition entitled ”Polish aid in focus” organised by the MFA presented photographic material
which documents examples of Polish development assistance projects. Photographs presented were facilitated by
NGOs and Polish embassies financed by the Polish aid programme. From September to December 2006 it could be
seen in the Lower Chamber of the Polish Parliament, in the library of Warsaw University and also in the gallery of
the Swietokrzyska Tube Station. 

8.9. DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION

Development assistance financed with budgetary
funds is only one of the manifestations of Polish 
society contributions to international development 
co-operation. Effective co-operation with developing
countries needs not only efficient mechanisms for pro-
viding development assistance, but also a conscious
and active approach by citizens from development
assistance donor countries towards development
problems in the world. 

Polish civil organisations and educational 
institutions show a growing involvement in this
sphere. They strive to raise awareness among
Polish society of challenges that poor countries
must face on their way to development. They
also try to familiarise public opinion with 
the situation of the local population and the
relationship that exists between problems 
in developing countries and living conditions
and perspectives for further development of
societies in developed countries. 

Within the framework of development educa-
tion, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs supports

Development Co-operation Department, MFA
Exhibition: Polish aid in focus, 2006.

Salesian Missionary Voluntary Service - Youth For The World
Exhibition: Millennium Development Goals - Time to Help Others, 2006.

The aim of development education, which is an integral
part of the Polish aid programme, is to: raise awareness of
Polish society and broaden its knowledge on development
problems in the world; make people understand the global
system of relations between developed countries and 
societies of developing countries and those undergoing
transformation; motivate critical thinking about responsibility
for international development, personal engagement and
active participation for the sake of poverty eradication in the
world and meeting the Millennium Development Goals.

As a result of the call for proposals entitled ”Development Education
2006” the following projects were co-financed, among others:

an exposition entitled ”The world during elections” organised 
by the Tischner European University in Krakow, which presented
elections in various regions of the world, including the most 
unstable ones. 

meetings with students from Balkan countries in schools 
of Nowy Sacz and a knowledge contest in the Balkans, organised
by the Education and Animation Association ”SOWA”,

editing and publishing of lesson plans related to global 
education (Civic Education Centre Foundation), activities for
Ukrainian and Vietnamese children in Polish schools and 
Muslims in Poland and in the world (Democratic Society East).
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initiatives of NGOs and educational organisations that aim to raise awareness of factors influencing Polish 
development assistance. 

In 2006, for the second time, a call for proposals was launched for NGOs concerning educational projects that
focused on specific groups of Polish society. The objective of the above call for proposals was the promotion of 
knowledge about development problems in the world and international co-operation in this realm. This task was
allotted an amount of PLN 500 thousand. The procedure of the call for proposals was organised by the Education
for Democracy Foundation, a body chosen in a separate call for proposals for this purpose. Subventions for 
initiatives in the realm of educational development were given to 30 out of 84 submitted project applications. Many
of these initiatives accompanied the Global Education Week which took place in November. The full list of financed
projects is presented in Appendix 2. 

In order to make Polish society familiar with international development problems, particularly with the scope, mani-
festations, reasons and consequences of poverty in the world, the MFA finances an interactive, itinerary exposition
about the Millennium Development Goals. The Salesian Missionary Voluntary Service "Youth for the World" received
a donation of PLN 160 thousand to prepare and organise the exposition. The exposition could be seen in November
and December 2006 in various academic centres, in particular in Warsaw (the Library of Warsaw University), in
Poznan (Adam Mickiewicz University), and in Cracow (Jagiellonian University). The exposition included photographs
and a multimedia presentation showing world poverty problems and current achievements in the area of meeting
the Millennium Development Goals. It also presented commitments and activities of the world community that aim
to support development processes in developing countries (goal number 8). An informational brochure 
published for this occasion was an object of great interest to visitors of the exhibition. Furthermore, meetings with
professionals working in the field of development assistance, and panel discussions were organised for students and
academic staff in each of the above centres. 

Furthermore, educational institutions that strive to more fully incorporate in its curricula content and methods aligned
with the international development challenges and the changing role of Poland in the international arena also
receive support from the Polish aid programme. The co-operation with academic centres striving to intensify the
interest of academic staff and students in development assistance, and the existence of these issues in university 
curricula and research are of major importance. The Institute of Regional and Global Studies of Warsaw University
(formerly the Institute of Developing Countries) which in November 2006 organised a Conference of Young
Researchers entitled ”International Development Assistance Challenges” and carried out, in co-operation with the
Office of the United Nations Development Programme in Poland, the second edition of the call for essays about
development assistance, was provided financial support for the above-mentioned goal. 

In addition to subventions for educational initiatives, the MFA undertook some actions aimed to increase the poten-
tial of NGOs and educational institutions interested in intensifying development assistance activities. In October
2006, in Warsaw, a group of representatives of NGOs, teachers, and academic professors, were invited by the MFA

to assist in a two-day-long training pro-
gramme devoted to the foundations and
practical aspects of development education
in Poland. Some of them participated later
on in a study visit to development assis-
tance academic centres in Ireland, which
was organised in co-operation with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ireland.

Development Co-operation Department, MFA
A study visit in development assistance centres 
in Ireland, 2006.
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UKRAINE

Ukraine has commenced deep social and economic reforms. 
The transformations in Poland after 1989 showed that this
process brings with it a series of challenges. This is why it is cru-
cial to share experiences related to political transformation and
the process of aligning national legislation, institutions and the
economy with the European Union requirements. In 2006, the
aid provided to Ukraine was significantly increased. The scope of
its activities was also extended to include the following:

making the Ukraine’s co-operation with the European 
Union and Euro-Atlantic structures closer, 
improving central administration efficiency, 
providing assistance in the field of political transformation, 
paying special attention to improving  management conditions in the SME sector, 
cutting down energy usage in economic activities, 
developing agricultural and rural areas. 

Most of the projects implemented by NGOs dealt with support for local administration institutions and the integra-
tion of Ukraine into the European Union, as well as development of civil society organisations. Activities of central
administration institutions covered all priority areas of support for Ukraine, with a particular focus on 
strengthening central administration institutions (with a special stress on justice, civil servants and uniformed forces). 

* Central administration bodies carried out one project for a total value of PLN 180.310 with recipient countries
being Russia, Belarus and Ukraine, and one project for Moldova and Ukraine within the framework of the call for
proposals directed to central administration bodies for a total value of PLN 1,731.300. Within the Polish-Canadian
Development Co-operation, NGOs implemented one project for Ukraine and Georgia. 

Together in Europe
European Meeting Centre – Nowy Staw Foundation
Increasing knowledge about the European Union results in wider
support of the Ukrainian society for strengthening the bonds
with the European Union. Co-operation between Ukrainian
authorities and the member states of the European Union (on
the central, regional, as well as local level), and interpersonal
relations form a crucial aspect of these bonds. These contacts
are especially vital for local activities animators who strive to
build civil society. As a result of a project ”Together in Europe”,
three new European Information Centres were created in
Winnica, Zytomierz and Nowogrod Wolynski, and their staff
were trained. Assistance was offered to form 17 School
European Clubs, which established contacts with their Polish
counterparts. An open school contest about Europe was 
organised in Zytomierz and additionally an Internet portal and
an information bulletin were launched. No doubt they will be 
a valuable source of information about the European Union.

9. DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

European Meeting Centre – Nowy Staw Foundation
Support for initiatives in the realm of youth exchange 

programmes in Ukraine, 2006.

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

51*

29*

8

32

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN)

7,589,320.34

6,009,390.23

686,997.64

722,876.82

Total of: PLN 15,008,585.03
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Ukraine on the path to the European and Euro-Atlantic integration.
Ministry of National Education, National In-service Teacher Training Centre
A project implemented by the National In-service Teacher Training Centre dealt with support to Ukrainian society
during the integration process into the European Union and NATO structures. Training sessions were organised for
people responsible for European education in schools and on a local community level. Ukrainian teachers could
familiarise themselves with working methods and educational materials on European and Euro-Atlantic integration,
and also an educational brochure entitled ”Ukraine in Europe” was published in the Ukrainian language entitled
”Together in Europe” Owing to these initiatives a network of European and Euro-Atlantic education regional leaders
was created in Ukrainian schools.

Ukraine on the path to the European Union –
European workshops
Higher School of Public Administration in Szczecin
The Higher School of Public Administration in Szczecin in
co-operation with Ukrainian partner – Lvov Regional
Institute of State Management – organised workshops
about the European Union for more than 40 students
from Ukrainian universities. The workshops were carried
out by coaches and a group of Polish students who 
previously had participated in a similar course in Poland.
20 Ukrainian students who most actively participated in
the workshops went later to Szczenin for a further 
week-long training.

Combating organised international drug-related crime 
Ministry of Interior and Administration, General Police Headquarters
This project was addressed to officials of anti-drug entities and organisational units of Ukrainian militia forces 
dealing with combating drug-related crime. It consisted of training officials in the field of detecting and identifying
stupefacient and psychotropic substances. The realisation of this task contributed to improving methods and forms
of action by the Ukrainian militia in the realm of combating international and national narcotrafficking networks, 
in accordance with the European standards.

Cross-border co-operation between the Border Guard Forces of the Republic of Poland and
State Border Guard Service of Ukraine
The Ministry of Interior and Administration, Nadbuzanski Border Guard Unit and Bieszczadzki Border Guard Unit
Co-operation within the framework of this project dealt with two issues of utmost importance both for Ukraine and
Poland, namely the smuggling of vehicles and people. During workshops and practical training sessions, 
officials of the Ukrainian State Border Guard Service familiarised themselves with visa policy and administrative 
procedures undertaken towards foreigners staying in Poland and in the European Union territory, as well as with
modern methods of personal identification at border crossings.

Local administration of the XXI century. Interchanging experiences between Lublin
Voivodeship and Odessa region

Lower Silesian and Ukrainian local administration meetings
Marshall Office of the Lower Silesian Voivodeship
The aim of these projects was to support local administration and promote good governance practice in public insti-
tutions. The project entitled ”Local administration of the XXI century” included, among other things, the organisa-
tion of a seminar for a group of 180 employees of central and local administration and for students from the Odessa
Regional Institute of Public Administration. During the seminar the following issues were dealt with: Polish local
administration reforms, competencies and rules of functioning of administrations in the European Union, 

Higher School of Public Administration in Szczecin
Project: Ukraine on the path to the European Union – 

European workshops, Ukraine 2006.
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and co-ordination and management of structural programmes. During the Lower-Silesian and Ukrainian local
administration meetings, Ukrainian representatives got acquainted with the process of adapting enterprises to 
operate in a free market economy and with the adaptation of production process system to the requirements and
norms of the European Union. All participants had an opportunity to gain theoretical knowledge during multiple
study visits in Lower-Silesian Counties and Communes.

New challenges for Ukrainian agriculture advisory service

Interchanging experiences in the field of agricultural advisory service and laboratory evalua-
tion of agricultural products, food safety and soil analysis
Pomorski Agricultural Advisory Centre in Gdansk,
Department in Stare Pole
Supporting the creation of an agricultural advisory service
is one of the most important elements of Polish develop-
ment activities provided to Ukraine. Due to a very similar
background and conditions, exchanging experiences in
this sphere forms one of the most crucial areas of 
co-operation. It is of vital importance to our Ukrainian
partners to broaden their knowledge on the possibilities of
agricultural development and local communities’ activa-
tion in rural areas.

Pomorski Agricultural Advisory Centre in Gdansk,
Department in Stare Pole organised a series of training
sessions and meetings with Ukrainian representatives of
the advisory sector, students of agricultural universities and
journalists dealing with agricultural issues. The main goal
was to promote knowledge in the field and shape active
attitudes that favour sustainable development of agriculture and rural areas. 

Polish experts have travelled more than 20 thousand km to carry out training sessions throughout the whole Ukraine,
within the framework of the project ”New challenges…”. They visited and trained the employees of the agricultural
advisory service that is being set up in Ukraine. The knowledge of the needs of Ukrainian partners, the 
understanding of how Ukrainian agricultural advisory system works, and multiple personal contacts will make 
future co-operation much easier.

A project addressed to three localities in the Crimea and an agriculture vocational school was devoted to agricul-
tural advisory services planning and management issues. Participants of the workshops had numerous questions.
They were especially interested in Polish experiences in the field of activation of social attitudes in rural areas. 
The training also dealt with issues of ecological agricultural production.

Support for partnership of social organisations and Ukrainian administration
entities to create a basis for mountain tourism development
Polish Tourist Country-Lovers' Society (PTTK)
The project foresaw providing support to Ukrainian NGOs to actively develop tourism and 
sightseeing, as well as to support Ukrainian administration in developing hiking in mountain areas.
During a seven-day-long trail marking workshop, 25 participants were trained
in marking hiking trails. Another achievement of the project was the planning
of 250 km of hiking trails and 100 km of cycling trails in the region of
Ukrainian East Carpathian Mountains and Lowlands, as well as preparing
and publishing a tourist map of Gorgany and a tourist guide ”The Mountains
of the Hutsul Region”

Pomorski Agricultural Advisory Centre in Gdansk, Department in Stare Pole
Project: A new challenge for the Polish and Ukrainian agricultural 

advisory services – an exchange of experiences, Ukraine 2006.

Polish Tourist Country-Lovers' Society (PTTK)
Support for partnership of social organisations and Ukrainian 

administration entities to create a basis for mountain tourism development, 
Ukraine 2006.
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Roztocze – cross-border development region
Collage of Management and Public Administration in Zamosc
The objective of business meetings between Polish and Ukrainian businessmen
and the publication of ”The economic cross-border guide”, was to facilitate the
economic relations between entrepreneurs from border-regions of Poland 
and Ukraine. Ukrainian businessmen took part in workshops about 
entrepreneurship and the existing possibilities of economic cross-border 
co-operation between Poland and Ukraine, and about the European Union
visa and customs policy.

Transparent local administration in Ukraine – Ukrainian local administration training on 
modern public administration management
Foundation in Support of Local Democracy
Quality management in administration is of crucial
importance in countries undergoing transformation. The
project, aimed to increase transparency of Ukrainian
public administration, was based on exchanging experi-
ences related to modern management systems in public
administration and democracy at the local level between
Poland and the Ukraine. The participants of the project
visited the Town Hall in Laczna, which, owing to the pro-
grammes ”Transparent Commune” and ”Transparent
Poland” has introduced the rules for transparency, zero-
tolerance for corruption, social participation, accounta-
bility, professionalism and responsibility.

S.E.N.S.E. Training (Strategic Economic Needs and Security Exercise)
S.E.N.S.E. training (Strategic Economic Needs and Security Exercise) was arranged by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the Ministry of National Defence and the Centre for East European Studies of Warsaw University for 45 high and
medium level civil servants of Moldavian government administration, representatives of the legislature, business
associations and NGOs. Seven-day-long training sessions consisted of seminars and computer simulations. Following
lectures by Polish experts who introduced the issues of social, political and economic transformation, participants in
the training sessions had an opportunity to put their skills of managing transformation processes into practice by par-
ticipating in a computer simulation which represented the functioning of an imaginary country. The simulation,
based on the software created by the American Institute for Defence Analyses, took place in the War Games and
Simulation Centre of National Defence University in Rembertów. This strategic game allowed participants to observe
relations and connections between economic development and the creation of a democratic society, as well as gave
them an opportunity to acquire knowledge about free market economy mechanisms. It also permitted them to get
hands-on experience in the area of management of the economic system undergoing transformation.

Obtaining transparency through quality
Young Democracy Foundation
The ISO 9001 norm helps to achieve the highest standards in managing firms and institutions. Administration enti-
ties more frequently apply this norm as a tool to increase their efficiency and to promote their activities. Introducing
this norm contributes to a reduction of corruption. The first Ukrainian local administration to receive the ISO 9001
certificate was the City Hall of Berdiansk. Then the system of quality management was introduced in the city halls
of Luck and Korostenia. It was possible due to the Young Democracy Foundation which collaborates with the Local
Administration Training Centre in Lublin. The project included working out of transparent decision-taking and infor-
mation-flow procedures, creating a new organisational structure and descriptions of job positions, a customer 
service set up and customer-friendly signs on the rooms of the city hall. There also has been initiated a process of
implementation to incorporate electronic flow of documents in Luck.

Collage of Management and Public Administration in Zamosc
Project: Roztocze – cross-border development region, Ukraine 2006.

Foundation in Support of Local Democracy, Regional Centre in Lublin
Project: Transparent local administration in the Ukraine – Ukrainian local 

administration training on modern public administration management, Ukraine 2006.
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Transparency, ethics and efficiency: development of local administration in Ukraine.
Foundation in Support of Local Democracy, Training Centre in Szczecin
Corruption is a deficiency of public life of Ukraine, including local administration entities. A social action called
”Transparent Poland” has been carried out in Poland for some years now. Efficient methods of preventing corruption
by introducing transparent structures, procedures and norms in administration entities, were implemented within this
programme. The project of the Foundation in Support of Local Democracy aimed to share experiences in the field
of undertaking activities with Ukrainian partners.

Study visits to Poland and the training of mayors of the Ukrainian cities and experts who later conducted workshops
in 10 city halls on the implementation of transparent procedures were organised as a part of the project. The work
of starting a social initiative ”Prozora Ukajina – Transparent Ukraine” commenced during the closing conference of
the project. 

Small Grants Fund
Projects related to culture
Supporting Ukrainian culture is essential to building civil society in this country. Among 31 projects for a total value
of PLN 723 thousand financed in Ukraine from the Small Grant Fund, special attention should be paid to some 
projects in this field, among others: ”Geopoetics not Geopolitics” aimed at the creation of a dialogue forum for 
writers, poets and essayists from the Ukraine and central European countries, and a project supporting the creation
of a Visual Centre for Humanistic Studies at the Ukrainian Catholic University.

Small Grants Fund
Polish Embassy in Kiev, Ukraine 2006.
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BELARUS

Providing support to Belarusian society was one of the chief 
priorities of Polish foreign assistance in 2006. Aggravation of the
situation during presidential elections in March 2006 became a
triggering factor for Polish activities related to supporting demo-
cratic institutions (including democratic opposition), building and
enhancing civil society and free market economy in Belarus. To
achieve these goals the following initiatives were undertaken:

dissemination of objective information about the 
contemporary world, history and cultural identity of Belarus, 
especially in Belarusian language;
familiarising representatives of intellectual, political, local 
administration and cultural circles with existing standards in 
the areas of supporting democratic institutions and independent media, respecting human rights and ethnic 
minority rights, social solidarity, European integration and Euro-Atlantic co-operation and functioning of free market;
supporting independent civil, educational, informational and cultural initiatives;
spreading knowledge about non-governmental sector development, cross-border co-operation, education 
and small and medium-sized entrepreneurship and sharing experiences in these areas.

NGO initiatives that received subventions from the Polish aid programme in 2006 included: dissemination of inde-
pendent information (training of independent media journalists), training sessions for professional and social groups,
sharing Polish experiences related to functioning of the non-governmental sector, exchange programmes for youth,
support for local and regional press and Belarusian literature publications, as well as development of small and medi-
um enterprises.

”Flying School” – a study visit of the Belarusian Secondary School of Humanities from Minsk
to Krzyzowa.
Krzyzowa Foundation for Mutual Understanding in Europe
About 100 students from the private Belarusian Secondary School of Humanities from Minsk participated in 
trainings and workshops carried out in Krzyzowa. This secondary school, before being closed by the Belarusian
authorities, was the only one to teach all subjects in the Belarusian language. Nowadays, professors of this school,
lacking the possibility of teaching at the school facilities, meet their students in private homes. The objective of the
project was to create favourable learning conditions (Swidnica region secondary schools facilitated chemistry, physics
and biology laboratories) on the one hand, and on the other to support the idea of modern education, one that 
promotes the European model of education. Two Swidnica region secondary schools were involved in the project,
which was an additional factor that made studying more attractive and permitted participants to become familiar
with Polish and Belarusian culture. Belarusian professors and students co-operated actively in the project, which
turned out to offer significant support to the schools’ activities.

”Belarus-Live”
Centre for International Relations
Many Internet sites that offer information about Belarus are created in Belarusian and Russian language. This, due
to the language barrier, makes it difficult to access this information in Western European countries, especially by

* Within the framework of the call for proposals addressed to central administration bodies, one project for a value
of PLN 180,310 was implemented in Russia, Belarus and Ukraine.

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

34

3*

-

5

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

8,644,204.13

6,114,303.33

-

74,322.56

Total of: PLN 14,832,830.02
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people who have some influence on the policy towards Belarus. The Project entitled ”Belarus-Live” created an 
opportunity to supply missing information on what is going on in Belarus. A daily information service was created in
seven languages: English, Belarusian, German, Polish, French, Russian and Ukrainian. In addition to daily news’
releases available on the sites of the Internet portal, a bulletin ”Belarus-Live” was edited. It included a weekly 
summary of the most important events. The bulletin was published in an electronic format in seven language 
versions and was sent to interested parties. 1500 different addressees were covered, including European Parliament
deputies, officials from ministries of foreign affairs of the EU member states and international journalists.

The initiative also was dedicated to promoting young independent Belarusian culture. On the websites of ”Belarus-
Live”, the European Radio for Belarus, and Polonia Radio, a contest for the best Belarusian music group was
announced. The winner recorded his first musical album in a professional studio. The results of the ”Zvarotny Adlik
2006” contest were announced on December 31, 2006.

Development of institutions supporting local democracy in Belarus
Foundation of the European Institute to Support Democracy 
The project’s aim was to support civil actions in Belarus through training sessions for leaders of small communities
and through facilitating the creation of Citizen Action Centres. The centres helped independent candidates for
aldermen to take part in local elections in Belarus in January 2007. During study visits and training sessions, partic-
ipants of the project were taught how to carry out an election campaign and prepare information materials
addressed to different social groups.

Training for independent Belarusian press journalists
Press Centre for Central and East European Countries Foundation 
The Press Centre for Central and Eastern European Countries Foundation, together with the following partners: Free
Belarus Initiative, Press Publishers’ Association, the Graduate School for Social Research and the Belarusian
Association of Journalists, organised training sessions for local press journalists in Warsaw. 30 guests of the 
programme represented different regions of Belarus, which brings hope for independent press development, also in
the regions where other than government information sources were not yet available.

In addition to workshops on journalistic techniques, the programme of training also included lectures on sociology
and meetings with prominent activists of the underground Polish press: opposition activists before 1989.
Understanding the importance of the journalists’ role in an efficiently functioning civil society is in the existing situ-
ation in Belarus of utmost significance. Participants obtained many practical tips, and owing to various meetings and
lectures, they began to see journalism from a different perspective; not as a craft, but rather as a crucial social func-
tion serving democratisation of the country. 

Regional tourism – a chance for local development in Belarus
Foundation in Support of Local Democracy, Training Centre in Szczecin
Social activity of local small community leaders in Belarus was also promoted by popularisation of initiatives related
to sightseeing and tourism development. During study visits and workshops, participants had a chance to familiarise
themselves with rules and models of civil society functioning on a local level, and with the basic rules of promotion
and organisation of regional tourism. Some people were chosen as coaches during the training sessions and later in
Belarus they continued creating local teams in charge of regional tourism development. Such teams were set up in
Baranovichi, Bresc, Navahrudak, Postawy, Slonim and Vitebsk. The outcome of their work was the preparation of
information leaflets, tourist trails and a list of potential agro-tourism accommodations. A brochure entitled
”Sightseeing and education” was edited and distributed. It was addressed to Belarusian teachers and tourist event
organisers. Furthermore an Internet version of a tourist guide to Belarus was elaborated.

Support for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises in Belarus by encouraging a more favourable
environment for entrepreneurship and enhancing business-related infrastructure
CASE – Centre for Social and Economic Research
The role that small and medium-sized enterprises play is still underestimated in Belarus, and their business activity
is curtailed by a series of obstacles. As a reaction to this need, valuable Polish experience in this field was applied in



the project. A survey about development problems that SMEs face in Belarus was conducted among 250 entrepre-
neurs. The results of the above mentioned survey (”Business environment of SMEs: regulation and co-operation” and
”Norms and tendencies in the development of SMEs in Belarus”) were presented during a seminar for representa-
tives of business organisations, the media and the Ministry of Economy of Belarus.

The Konstanty Kalinowski Scholarship Programme
This programme offers help to Belarusian students expelled from their universities due to their active participation in
activities in favour of democratic values, and gives them an opportunity to continue studies in Poland. The pro-
gramme was launched in March 2006, based on an ”Intention Letter” signed by Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz – the
Prime Minister of Poland, Aleksander Milinkiewicz – presidential candidate in 2006 elections and a representative of
the Democratic Block in Belarus, representatives of the Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in Poland
(CRASP) and the Conference of Rectors of Polish Universities (CRPU). The programme covered about 300 expelled
students, who apart from receiving scholarships, were also offered exemption from tuition, accommodation 
expenses, payments for a preparatory course, and Polish and English language courses. They were also offered 
a chance to take part in a cultural programme. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Science and
Higher Education co-operate in this project. The Centre for East European Studies of Warsaw University has been
entrusted with the task of co-ordinating the programme. 

S.E.N.S.E. Training (Strategic Economic Needs and Security Exercise)
The S.E.N.S.E. training (Strategic Economic Needs and Security Exercise) consists of a computer simulation which
presents the functioning of an imaginary country with a market economy. Owing to this initiative, organised by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of National Defence and the Centre for East European Studies of Warsaw
University, 42 representatives of various Belarusian organisations had a chance to practice managing a hypothetical
country (such training sessions are in principle addressed to medium and high-level civil servants, representatives of
the legislature, business associations and NGOs, but due to the specific political situation in Belarus, the group of
participants had to be limited). The practical phase was preceded by extended seminar sessions introducing 
participants (about 70 people) to the problems of social, political and economic transformation.

Belarusian Radio Racya
Access to independent information about national and international events is of crucial importance to Belarusian
society. News broadcasted must be competent, trustworthy and offered in the Belarusian language. A radio broad-
casting station – Belarusian Radio Racya – broadcasts its information programmes from Polish and Lithuanian 
territories. It also has its own Internet news service (www.racyja.com), where one can find current news from Belarus.
A ”Braslaw” project carried out by the Polish Radio Company Ltd. was also offered financial support. It consists of
broadcasting programmes of the Radio Racyja on ultra-short waves for hearers in the Braclav region – one of the
regions in Belarus which needs most of the support. Programmes were broadcast in Belarusian language using 
transmitters located on the territory of Latvia. 

TV Belarus
By financing two editions of trainings for Belarusian journalists who will co-operate with the Belarus TV, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs supported an initiative elaborated by the Polish TV Company Ltd. that consisted of the creation of
a TV channel broadcasting programmes in Belarusian language. The goal of this initiative was to familiarise jour-
nalists with the standards of TV journalism and to share skills in the area of TV materials creation (finding topics,
documentation, filming and montage techniques). The MFA also co-financed an inauguration concert ”Solidarity
with the Poles in Belarus” in Bialystok on the occasion of the creation of TV Belarus channel.
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MOLDOVA

Moldova struggles with a complex economic situation, which is additionally
complicated by an unsolved problem in the Transnistria territory. The 
authorities of Moldova have undertaken structural and institutional reforms.
In this sphere international support can be very helpful. In 2006, Poland 
provided support to Moldova in the following areas:

strengthening central and local administration structures, including the 
approximation of laws and the administration system to the European 
Union requirements, in accordance with the ”EU-Moldova Action Plan”;
support for planning and managing of economic development processes;
agricultural and rural areas development;
SMEs development;
private sector development;
natural environment protection;
ensuring energetic safety;
improving the functioning of the judicial system;
strengthening of diplomatic staff.

Among the initiatives carried out by NGOs, the majority of projects were related to: the strengthening of administrative
structures, paying special attention to local administration, and civil society institutions. NGOs organised traineeships
and training sessions for representatives of civil society institutions (regarding voluntary service among other things),
study visits for local administration representatives, as well as youth exchange programmes. 

Among projects implemented by central administration bodies the majority dealt with support for the agricultural 
sector in order to make it comply with the European Union norms, promoting knowledge about the European Union
among civil servants, penitentiary system reforms (including humanisation of penalty of imprisonment in accordance
with the European standards).

Useful knowledge
Polish Red Cross
During a study visit of volunteers of the Moldova Red Cross to the Polish Red Cross Headquarters in Warsaw, 
young Moldavians were trained in the area of leadership skills development among youth and first aid teaching 
methodology. Furthermore, Moldova Red Cross was equipped with mannequins to practice first aid.

Support for a model partnership for sustainable development
Association of Communes Polish Network ”Energie Cities”
Energy development and sustainable use of energy are essential on the central as well as local level. Six communes,
members of ”Energie Cities” invited a group of Moldavians composed of heads of communes to participate in 
a seminar and a study visit, during which some solutions and initiatives that may be implemented in Moldova were

* Within the framework of the call for proposals addressed to central administration bodies, one project for a value
of PLN 1,731.300 was implemented for the benefit of Moldova and Ukraine.

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

14

5*

-

-

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

2,068,411.60

1,112,516.40

-

-

Total of: PLN 3,180,928.00



presented. The group could familiarise themselves with the ways of financing projects of sustainable development in
the energy sector, actions aimed at environment protection and their positioning in the hierarchy of communes’
strategies for development. 

S.E.N.S.E. (Strategic Economic Needs and Security Exercise)
S.E.N.S.E. training (Strategic Economic Needs and Security Exercise) was arranged by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the Ministry of National Defence and the Centre for East European Studies of the University of Warsaw for 42 high
and medium level central administration civil servants from Moldova, representatives of the legislature, business
associations and NGOs. Vice ministers of economy and commerce, finance, culture and tourism participated in the
seminar sessions devoted to issues of political, social and economic transformation and in a strategy game that uses
modern computer technology. Owing to the computer simulation which shows how a country with market economy
functions, participants had an opportunity to improve their managerial skills in the area of managing economic sys-
tems undergoing economic and social transformation.

NGOs role in a country’s policy making
The Union of Rural Communes of the Republic of Poland
The Association of Primars of the Republic of Moldova (composed of representatives form local authorities) wishes, 
following the example of the Union of Rural Communes of the Republic of Poland, to actively participate in shaping the
country’s policy and laws related to the functioning of local administration. A group of 23 representatives of local
administration entities from Moldova who were invited for a study visit, found out how it is possible to influence laws
that regulate the functioning of local administrative bodies. The participants visited a few commune offices and had 
a chance to observe how the communes solve their local problems. A guide about how to influence a legislative process
was edited and published for Moldavian local administration representatives. As a result of the project, a process of cre-
ating an institution similar to the Polish Joint Local Authorities and Government Commission commenced in Moldova.

Newspaper as a small enterprise and an advocate for the people
East European Democratic Centre
A local newspaper should be a basic instrument of communication in a community and an advocacy institution
towards the authorities. The aim of the project was to strengthen independency of local newspapers in Moldova by
increasing their financial stability and ability to operate in the market. During seminars 24 people from 12 local
papers belonging to the Independent Press Association, became familiar with the methods of managing a newspa-
per, its promotion and distribution, and also discussed the social role of local press. Participants of the seminars 
elaborated development plans for their newspapers. The authors of the 10 most interesting proposals worked as
trainees on editorials and boards of directors of Polish local newspapers. Polish experts in the field helped to specify
these development plans. Newspapers participating in this phase of the project obtained the computer equipment 
necessary for their editorial work.
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AFGHANISTAN

The need of Afghanistan to restore basic infrastructure, the
requirement to rebuild state administration structures and the
existence of high percentage of poverty, were the circumstances
that triggered Poland’s involvement in development assistance
provided to this country in 2006. 
The key areas of support in 2006 included: 

reconstruction and extension of public institutions 
(hospitals, heath centres, schools),
development of agricultural production,
assuring access to potable water,
augmenting the number of civil servants, including 
technical support for civil service reform.

Construction of school facilities and water tanks in Afghanistan (Qaramqul, Jowzjan province)
Association Schools for Peace 
Construction of school facilities and water tanks commenced in August 2006. In spite of numerous doubts resulting
from the political situation in Afghanistan and security issues, the project was implemented in due time. Two 
thousand children will study in the newly built school facilities. The localization of the school was carefully chosen –
in Qaramqul district, the level of illiteracy is higher than the national average. Keeping in mind that so far a large
number of girls were not able to receive education (due to lack of a separate school), it is very important that among 
students of the school there will also be girls (about 500 of them). English language and computer courses, and
training in teaching methodology conducted by Polish voluntaries were an integral part of the project.

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

3

-

-

-

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

1,611,252.52

-

-

-

Total of: PLN 1,661,252.52

This is how Anna Pietruczuk, representative of the Association Schools for Peace has described experiences
gained during the implementation of this project: 

During the implementation of the project our association very closely co-operated with the local community. 
It must be remembered that Afghan people are a very proud nation, with strong bonds to their properties, thus
the place of the construction work as well as the scale of the work was consulted with the seniors of the village.
The beginning of the construction work was celebrated in accordance with local traditions. A feast for the 
representatives of local elite was organised. 

The attitude that Afghan youth show towards education makes us be very optimistic. For Afghan children
going to school it is not an unpleasant obligation but rather a chance for a better future. There is total silence
in the classrooms during the classes, and the children seem to soak up knowledge offered by their teachers.
We felt very sorry to see that didactic materials used were limited to a single worn out notebook of some tens
of pages which was used for all subjects simultaneously. The children were very proud to show us their note-
books, where we could see texts in Afghan languages, mathematic equations and...beautiful drawings of fish. 



Reconstruction and expansion of an operation theatre in Mazar-e-Sharif
Polish Medical Mission
Balkh Provincial Hospital is the only health centre in northern Afghanistan, in an area inhabited by almost 900 
thousand people. The hospital was provided with medical equipment (with an all-purpose operating table,
laparoscopy utensils and an ultrasonograph among other things), which made it possible to increase the number of
general and specific surgeries. Furthermore, St. John Grande Hospital of the Merciful Brothers’ Order in Krakow and
the University Hospital in Krakow organised a fortnight-long training for five Afghan medical doctors in the field of
general laparoscopic surgery and hospital management. During the training the doctors were also able to improve
their skills in operating the medical equipment that they received.

Facilitating access to potable water for the inhabitants of Kapisa province in Afghanistan
Polish Humanitarian Organisation 
Wells are the only source of potable water in a very densely populated province of Kapisa (approximately 200 
people per 1 square kilometre). The level of underground water varies from 45 to 140 meters below ground level.
Geological layers situated above the water-bearing level are an additional difficulty. In order to improve sanitary con-
ditions among inhabitants of the province eight wells were sunk, and two water tanks were built and a water supply
system was introduced. Additionally a series of training sessions about hygiene issues were carried out. The wells
supply water to a student dorm at Albiruni Univeristy and male schools in Meer Masjidi and Mullah Khalil. 

52



53

www.polishaid.gov.pl

PALESTINIAN AUTONOMY

The situation of the inhabitants of Palestinian Autonomy in 2006 was extremely
complicated. The assistance provided by the Polish aid programme covered the
most urgent needs. Above all it was focused on providing access to potable water,
especially in Gaza, and on improving education.
The projects implemented in Palestinian Autonomy were centred on improving
water and sanitary infrastructure.

Improvement of water supply for Palestinian schools in Bethlehem District
Polish Humanitarian Organisation 
The main problem with which the schools of Bethlehem District struggle is the scarcity of potable water and the lack
of a suitable irrigation system of green areas. School gardens are extremely important to Palestinian schools. They
offer children a possibility to spend their free time in student-friendly, green surroundings. Owing to the construction
of water storage tanks and treatment plants in three schools, creation of three school gardens and the  workshops
carried out that were related to environmental issues, young Palestinian children in Beit Sahuor, Al Ubeidyah and
Nahaleen can study in better conditions and use the existing resources more consciously. 

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

3

-

-

2

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

870,602.45

-

-

553,518.13

Total of: PLN 1,424,120.58

Polish Humanitarian Organisation 
Project: Improvement of water supply for Palestinian schools in

Bethlehem District, Palestinian Autonomy 2006.
Construction work of a rain water tank; the school 

in Al Ubeidyah in Bethlehem.



Development of a water supply system in the city of Idhna, Hebron District
Polish Humanitarian Organisation
The city of Idhna, in the southern part of the West Bank – the location of the implementation of the project – 
suffers from frequent and habitual water shortages. Owing to the development of the water supply system, water has
been delivered to the densely populated part of the city. The project contributed as well, to raising awareness among
the population of the need to introduce effective water usage methods. Five-hour-long training sessions related to
water supply, its system, maintenance and renovation, minimising water usage and water loss due to bad mainte-
nance, were organised for the local community. Participants to the training sessions, including local authorities’ rep-
resentatives responsible for the water supply system, as well as inhabitants – the users of the water supply network,
created so-called Water User Groups which are responsible for sharing the knowledge and skills gained during the
sessions, as well as for current maintenance of the water facilities.

Drama’s New Faces – sharing informal educational programmes with Palestinian youth
Theatre in Education Association ”Wybrzezak”
During a month-long stay in Poland, teachers form Gaza’s schools could familiarise themselves with basic techniques
of using drama as a conflict solving tool at school. Theatrical workshops dealt in principle with violence and ways of
counteracting this phenomenon. 
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Theatre in Education Association ”Wybrzezak”
Project: Drama’s New Faces – sharing informal educational programmes, 
Palestinian Autonomy 2006.
Palestinian educators are taught concentration techniques.
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ANGOLA

Angola is characterised by a high poverty index. The situation in
the country is furthermore aggravated by bad health of the 
population and a threat of epidemics. Polish aid provided to
Angola in 2006 was focused on co-operation within the health
sector, geological research and the development of the mining
industry.

Support for the development of the geological services of Angola
Polish Geological Institute, the Ministry of the Environment
The project was a follow-up of the previously commenced activities of 2005. In 2006, experts from the Polish
Geological Institute carried out follow-up training for the employees of the Geological Institute of Angola. It covered
issues of modern methods of carrying out geological research. The project permitted the employees of Angolan 
geological services to increase their professional qualifications in the field of modern technologies and work tools,
and in the effective management of mineral resources.

Renovation of Regional Rehabilitation Centre in Luena 
Polish Medical Mission
Angola struggles with the consequences of long-lasting military conflicts. Approximately 90 thousand Angolans are
physically disabled due to injuries suffered during these conflicts. One of the main social goals is the rehabilitation
of disabled people, mainly after amputations resulting from mine explosions. 

The Regional Rehabilitation Centre in Luena was created by the Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation in 1997
and it operates in the whole region of western Angola, which has a population of one million people. For 
a few years now, the responsibility for the Centre has been passed to Angolan authorities. After investing in the 
facilities of the centre and carrying out renovation works it should function as a self-dependent institution. Polish
Medical Mission, in co-operation with the VVAF, carried out a renovation of the medical infrastructure of the Centre,
namely the physiotherapy unit was extended, the roof was fixed, and new equipment was delivered for the
orthopaedic physiotherapy unit.

St. Lucas Health Care Centre in Kifangando
Divine Word Missionaries Animation Centre
Saint Lucas Health Care Centre has received financial support from the funds of
the Polish aid programme since 2004, mainly through grants for the Divine Word
Missionaries Animation Centre. The Centre is continuously expanded and pro-
vided with specialised equipment and medicines for tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS.
X-ray equipment has also been purchased and a pavilion for AIDS and tubercu-
losis infected patients was enlarged.

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

2

1

-

3

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

500,000.00

301,663.00

-

604,987.50

Total of: PLN 1,406,650.50

Divine Word Missionaries Animation Centre
St. Lucas Health Care Centre in Kifangando, Angola 2006.

Purchase of an ambulance. 
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IRAQ

Polish aid priorities for Iraq in 2006 included: improving accessi-
bility to potable water, supporting reconstruction of state struc-
tures and providing assistance in the field of market reforms.

Development of water infrastructure – construction of water treatment plant in Babil province
Polish Humanitarian Organisation
One of the most crucial problems that the
inhabitants of Shomaly (a village in the Babil
province) face is a limited access to potable
water and illnesses transmitted by polluted
water. The Department of Water of the Babil
province decided on the location where the
project should be implemented. There had
been no water treatment plants close to
Shomaly, which meant that the population was
forced to use dangerous and polluted water
from waterways. The new water treatment plant provides access to potable
water for 5 thousand people living in the region.

Small Grants Fund
The project implemented in co-operation with the Polish embassy in Bagdad
consisted of enlarging the headquarters of the National Board of Ancient
History and Heritage of Iraq in Ad Diwaniyah. The headquarters’ facilities were
enlarged with lecture rooms and offices.

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

1

-

-

1

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

1,143,307.00

-

-

188,399.31

Total of: PLN 1,331,706.31

Polish Humanitarian Organisation 
Project: Development of water 
infrastructure – construction of water 
treatment plant in Babil province, 
Iraq, 2006.
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GEORGIA

Georgia is interested in the future integration into the European
Union and NATO structures. In 2006, Polish co-operation with
Georgia included among others: support for civil society institu-
tions, strengthening of the Euro-Atlantic integration, improving
local and central administration functioning, providing technical
support for penitentiary system reforms, and offering assistance
in the field of agriculture and environmental protection.

Central administration’s projects consisted of sharing knowledge
and experiences in: military co-operation within NATO (project
by the Ministry of National Defence), border protection by pro-
fessional police forces (project by the Border Guard), and peni-
tentiary system (project by the Central Board of Prison Services).

* Within the Polish-Canadian Development Co-operation, NGOs implemented one project of which Ukraine and
Georgia were the recipient countries.

Agro-tourism at the Kists in the Pankisi Gorge
Foundation for Intercultural Education
Development of tourism in Georgia contributes to faster economic development in this country. Pankisi, a region in
north-eastern Georgia, due to its complicated economic and ethnic situation requires special assistance. A series of
seminars and workshops about building and running agro-tourism hotels was provided, including information on
how NGOs function and how to manage them. In adition, a workshop about methods of fundraising was 
conducted in Poland for representatives of Kists (an ethnic group living in the Pankisi Gorge) interested in 
commencing agro-tourism activity. During the training sessions participants became aware of the significance of
their cultural heritage and the natural values of the Pankisi region. 

Better informed citizens – better relationship
between the authorities and the local community
Partners for Local Government Association (PALGA)
During a study visit to Poland, 10 representatives of NGOs and
local government from the city of Khashuri, familiarised them-
selves with the work of Polish local administration bodies, which
have introduced norms of transparency and effectiveness in
their service to the local community. The visit gave them 
a chance to elaborate basic guidelines of the communication
system between the authorities of Khashuri and its population,
including: a website, public service office, service sheets and 
a terminal with free access to the Internet. Subsequently, the
partners consulted and monitored the implementation of the
above mentioned solutions.

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

9*

4

-

1

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

814,465.40

104,806.00

-

92,497.94

Total of: PLN 1,011,769.34

Partners for Local Government Association (PALGA)
Project: Better informed citizens – better relationship between 

the authorities and the local community, Georgia 2006.



Course on Strategic Management of Cities
Local Economic Professionals Association
An improvement in management is necessary for a more
efficient administration in Georgia. Local Economic
Professional Association prepared for about 40 represen-
tatives of Georgian local administration entities a Course
on Strategic Management of Cities. During a seminar in
Tbilisi they could familiarise themselves with planning and
strategic management methodology. Theoretical knowledge
was backed up by practical examples in the field of 
economic planning, assessment of socio-economic situa-
tion, financial management, subcontracting communal
services, providing support to local entrepreneurship,
attracting investments, expanding tourist infrastructure,
and taking advantage of modern telematic technologies.
This study visit, together with practical workshops, offered
participants an opportunity to acquire knowledge about
the instruments of strategic management used in some
Polish cities (Borne Sulimowo, Bydgoszcz, Poznan, Solec
Kujawski). At the end of the project a draft of a training
syllabus was elaborated and workshops for coaches (alum-
ni of the course) were organised, so that they can share their knowledge and experience with  local administration
representatives in Georgia.

Small Grants Fund
The development of the media in Georgia is of utmost importance because it is necessary to build and strengthen
civil society and support independent information sources. The project ”GIPA Radio”, implemented owing to 
the Small Grants Fund, permitted the launching of a radio station in the Georgian Institute of Public Affairs a with
a possibility of broadcasting live programmes and news. The graduates of the Caucasian Academy of Journalism
and Media Management have found employment at the radio station. It also serves young Georgian journalists and
students of journalism as a laboratory to gain necessary experience. The project allowed for the creation of an inde-
pendent source of information and a platform for open social dialogue, and it contributed to the development of
reliable and objective journalism in the South Caucasus.
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Zakaria Darchiashvili, the governor of the region 
of Kvemo Kartli, said at the closing session of 
the project:

The fall of traditional industries, changes in the
labour market, new technologies and global 
competition are pressing for a change in the policies
of city development, independently whether they 
are situated in Western or Eastern Europe. 
The thing that surprised us in Poland, was not the
development of big cities like Poznan or Bydgoszcz,
but rather the achievements of small localities, that
may seem to be left behind. The examples of Solec
Kujawski and Borny Sulejow, which have found their
niche and know how to take advantage of this 
situation, allow us to harbour the hope that many
Georgian cities will follow a similar path. After the
visit we would also like to initiate contacts between
small centres in both countries.
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Poland gives great importance to initiatives aimed at strengthening democracy and supporting civil society institu-
tions, which guarantee stability, security and a country’s development in the globalised world. Poland got involved
in activities leading to the achievement of the above-mentioned aims in the territory of the Russian Federation, in
co-operation with our Russian partners.

In 2006, projects of NGOs were focused above all on training sessions for local leaders and strengthening the poten-
tial of Russian civil organisations. The co-operation also included training for academic professors, students and
youth integration programmes. Seminars and conferences dealing with public and local administration reforms were
also arranged within the framework of the project.

* Within the framework of the call for proposals addressed to central administration bodies, one project for a value
of PLN 180.310 was implemented in Russia, Belarus and Ukraine.

Integration of youth NGOs in southern regions of the Russian Federation
East European Democratic Centre
Seminars about the functioning of the NGOs sector were arranged for young NGO representatives and informal
groups. Issues such as planning and development of organisational activities, leadership, teamwork and communi-
cation, were discussed during the project, among other things. Some of the seminars were carried out by professors
from Russia and the Ukraine. Participants of the training sessions had a chance to initiate contacts with representa-
tives of other organisations and partners from Poland.

Seminar entitled: ”Public administration and local administration  reforms in Poland”
Collegium Civitas
Young deputies to regional and local councils of the Russian Federation, Russian NGOs’ representatives, and 
journalists dealing with public and local administration issues took part in the seminar. Experiences in the field of
Polish and Russian political transformation as well as public administration and local administration reform were 
discussed during the debates and at round tables.

Sharing experiences and a training programme for academic professors and students from the
Faculty of Ecology of the Chechenyan State University in Grozny through joint evaluation of
water-related projects of the Polish Humanitarian Organisation in Chechenia.
Polish Humanitarian Organisation
The project consisted of an exchange of academic staff between the Chechnyan State University in Grozny and the
Petroleum Institute, and the Warsaw Agricultural University and the Warsaw University of Technology. Chechenyan
partners got acquainted with modern methods of carrying out lectures and classes, ways of fundraising for improve-
ments in the realm of university functioning, as well as with potential opportunities for co-operation with different
sectors of the economy (industry, agriculture, forestry).

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

10

1*

-

-

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

2,007,014.00

60,103.33

-

-

Total of: PLN 2,067,117.33
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WESTERN BALKANS

Polish aid provided to the Balkan countries was focused on supporting political transformation processes, dissemi-
nation of the idea of European integration, planning of the economic development processes as well as development
of local self-governance and management strategies of all these processes.

NGOs tried to share Polish experiences in the realm of systemic transformation and the European integration, 
regional policy, self-governance, ecology and partnership building with local and central authorities. Economic 
activation of women was another supported area.

Co-operation between central administration bodies (the Office of the Committee for European Integration) was
related to supporting the European integration processes in the Balkan countries, and in particular to the applica-
tion of Polish experiences in using European Union assistance budgetary funds.

Academy for Young Leaders of Social Entrepreneurship – Serbia, Kosovo, Montenegro
Educational Society of Malopolska
All social changes need the presence of a leader who can inspire societies to undertake new challenges. The
Academy for Young Leaders of Social Entrepreneurship was to prepare leaders to be able to motivate their fellow 
citizens to actively and creatively solve social problems and by doing so, contribute to creating civil society. Young
people from the Balkans participated in different workshops and had traineeships in social organisations in Poland.
Each of the participants elaborated a draft of a project to be implemented individually or together with other 
students of the Academy after going back to the country of their origin. Projects were related to solving corruption
problems, discrimination of ethnic minorities, disabled people, children and women (and in Kosovo: widows and
orphans). Young leaders received support from the Educational Society of Malopolska in their later implementation
of the proposed activities.

Another element of the project was to train coaches in Kosovo and Serbia. 30 people were prepared to later play
the role of animators of social activities and coaches of NGO members. Each team of coaches received a set of
materials in their mother tongue.

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

7

1

-

-

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

1,048,437.02

386,535.00

-

-

Total of: PLN 1,434,972.02

Educational Society of Malopolska
Project: Academy for Young Leaders of Social Entrepreneurship in Serbia, 

Kosovo, Montenegro, the Balkans 2006.
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Enhancing the participation of women in economic activities in the region of Dukagjini –
Serbia, Kosovo
”Partners” Poland Foundation
Social and professional integration of women is a necessary condition for a stable transformation in Kosovo. Only
6% of Kosovan enterprises are managed by women, compared with 34% in Poland. Female entrepreneurship and
their involvement in economic activities are strongly opposed by the society. Another obstacle is the lack of 
experience. 46 women took part in a series of courses on negotiation, presentation techniques and accountancy,
which enabled them to increase their professional qualifications. Participating women also had a chance to show
their own achievements and to promote their initiatives during a fair ”Made in Kosovo” and a closing ceremony of
the contest The Best Businesswomen of 2006. Almost two thousand people took part in the fair and in the closing
ceremony celebration. 

Integration – the European direction of Montenegro’s development
Foundation in Support of Local Democracy – Ma∏oposki Institute of Local Government and Administration
Sharing Polish experiences in the realm of the process of European integration was a keynote of the project, the par-
ticipants of which included representatives from managerial staff of Montenegro’s local administration entities.
Montenegro is a young country with aspirations to join the European Union. Issues related to the benefits of the EU
membership, including the use of European funds by local governments, seem to be of great interest to Montenegro
people. During training sessions and study visits to Polish local administration bodies, participants familiarised them-
selves with the ways Polish local governments use the European Union funds, problems related to raising European
funds and accounting for them. On-site visits to local investments co-financed by the European Union funds were
also arranged for the participants. 

Support for research and institutional development of economic NGOs in Montenegro
CASE – Centre for Social and Economic Research 
The project's aim was to strengthen the potential for Montenegro NGOs that deal with economic research, espe-
cially the Institute of Strategic Studies and Prognoses (ISSP) in Podgronica to influence public opinion.
Representatives of the Montenegro NGOs were trained in the realm of description, interpretation and modelling of
economic processes. The training referred to the problems encountered by young economists from Montenegro in
their everyday work.

”Partners” Poland Foundation
Project: Enhancing the participation of women 

in economic activities in the region of Dukagjini – 
Kosovo 2006.

One of the winners of the contest entitled ”The Best
Businesswomen in the region of Dukagjini 2006”.

Representatives of a Co-operative of preserved
vegetables from Krusha show their products 

at the fair ”Made in Kosovo” in Peja.
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THE MIDDLE EAST

LEBANON

Healthy impulse – help provided to local clinics in southern Lebanon (Mohafaza Sud and
Nabatiye) and the hospitals in Tebnin and Zahle
Polish Medical Mission
According to the data offered by the Lebanese Ministry of Public Health, over 50 centres of basic medical health
were totally destroyed during the conflict between Israel and Hezbollah in mid 2006. The project of the Polish
Medical Mission covered three administrative regions that suffered the most severe losses during the conflict. The
major part of the aid provided within the project was directed to a national hospital in Tebnin, which gave shelter to
refugees during military operations. The hospital has received laboratory equipment and a defibrilator. Ten other
centres of basic health care were provided aid of a smaller value. All centres were provided with medicines (bought
in Lebanon from local suppliers), in accordance with the list elaborated by the employees of the centres.

Improving water supply in Tiri and Rmaich
Polish Humanitarian Organisation
During a recent military conflict a major part of water-sewage infrastructure in southern
Lebanon was destroyed. The project implemented in co-operation with the Water
Inspectorate in southern Lebanon included the purchase and delivery of water-main
pipes, valves and spare parts for reparations of water-supply network in Rmaich and Tiri.
The Water Inspectorate installed the units purchased, which permitted reparation and
putting into service the water-supply network, which delivers potable water to over three
thousand inhabitants of Rmaich and Tiri.

A visit of Lebanese youth to Poland
In 2006, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs co-financed a stay of Lebanese youth in Poland. One of the visits was
arranged in August 2006 by the City of Lodz Office, at the suggestion of the President of Lodz. The second visit was
financed from the Small Grants Fund and was organised during the same time by the Salesian Missionary Centre in
Warsaw. The centre invited a group of musically talented children who are cared by Polish Salesian Fathers who,
among other things, run in Lebanon the technical school Don Bosco Tequnique Fidar. The group spent a few days
in the Salesian Missionary Centre in Warsaw and then went to Chestochowa, Krakow and Zakopane. 

SYRIA

Psychology workshops for children from Lebanon (Small Grants Fund)
Lebanese children suffering from post-war trauma took part in workshops thought to help them lead their lives in
exile after surviving a military conflict. The training on psychological assistance was arranged for Syrian employees
of the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. A textbook on psychological help was also 
published.

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

2

-

-

3

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

463,610.00

-

-

66,331.94

Total of: PLN 529,941.94

Polish Humanitarian Organisation
Project: Improving water supply in Tiri and Rmaich, 

Lebanon 2006.
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SOUTH CAUCASUS AND CENTRAL ASIA 

Within the framework of the Polish aid programme in 2006, the MFA also allotted funds to countries of the former
Soviet Union other than Belarus, Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova. Initiatives undertaken in co-operation with
Armenia, Azerbaijan and central Asian countries covered the following areas: education, self-governance and civil
society.

Projects implemented by NGOs provided for institutional support for local civil organisations and local press. Training
sessions for journalists, study visits and workshops for various professional and youth groups were also organised.

Co-operation between central administration bodies dealt with support for restructuring of agriculture (Kazakhstan),
implementation of programmes for forestation (the Kyrgyz Republic) and the development of civil aviation
(Kazakhstan).

ARMENIA

Using Polish experience for training journalists in Armenia – ”Independent media”
Polish - Czech - Slovak Solidarity Foundation
The project aimed at supporting the development of independent Armenian media through strengthening their
independence and professionalism, increasing professional journalists’ qualifications and enhancing co-operation
between Poland and Armenia in this realm. A group representing Armenian centres of journalism visited the main
editorial offices of press, radio and television, and also journalism faculties of various higher education schools in
Poland.

AZERBAIJAN

Strengthening territorial structures of Azerbaijan Red Crescent
Society through participation in the development of local 
communities
Polish Red Cross
In order to strengthen territorial structures of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society,
Polish Red Cross trained its volunteers and employees as well as members of local
communities. Some materials necessary for development of small projects on eco-
nomic activity were also purchased. Furthermore, informational materials about pro-
motion of health were edited and published. 

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

6

3

1

4

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

831,416.00

743,431.00

195,361.04

74,081.50

Total of: PLN 1,844,289.54

Polish Red Cross
Project: Strengthening territorial structures 

of Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society through 
participation in the development of local 

communities, Azerbaijan 2006.



KYRGYZ REPUBLIC

Training for the State Forestry Service of the Kyrgyz Republic aimed to implement a reforesta-
tion programme – sharing Polish experiences
Ministry of the Environment, the State Forests National Forest Holding
The Kyrgyz Republic is predominantly a mountainous country. One third of its territory is situated over 3 thousand
meters above sea level, and only 4.5% of it is covered by forests. The Kyrgyz Republic struggles against deforesta-
tion, soil degradation and desertification problems. The representatives of the Kyrgyz regional directorates, forest
inspectorates and national parks took part in training ses-
sions devoted to implementing a reforestation programme
and a Convention on Climate Protection, which were
arranged in cooperation with the State Forests National
Forest Holding and the State Forestry Service of the Kyrgyz
Republic. The participating experts familiarised themselves
with the directions of research conducted by Polish forest
rangers and the rules of transplantation of seeds and
seedlings in lowland and mountainous regions. They also
got to know the methodology and requirements of seed
evaluation. The practical part of the training was conduct-
ed outdoors, and as a result a seed-plot was established in
the Kyrgyz Republic.
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Ministry of the Environment, 
the State Forests National Forest Holding

Project: Training for the State Forestry Service 
of the Kyrgyz Republic aimed to implement 

a reforestation programme – sharing Polish experiences,
the Kyrgyz Republic 2006.

Wojciech Fonder, the head of the Directorate
General of the State Forests described the project 
in the following way:

I hope that the results of this training will fructify in
the future with an expansion of forested territories in
the Kyrgyz Republic. Our aid to the forestry of this
country is provided in three phases. The first one is
the training in Poland. Simultaneously we work on
publications for the forestry service of this country
that talk about seed production and preservation,
and are translated into Russian. Currently three
employees of the State Forests are visiting the
Kyrgyz Republic in order to advise forest service
employees from this country on how to set seed-
plots. 
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KENYA

Primary school in Kogere
Simba Friends Foundation
Education is a chance to improve the standard of living not only for youth but for all inhabitants of the region 
of Sega. The population supports itself through agriculture, but farms are small and many of the farmers cannot
assure either adequate nutrition for their families nor education for their children. Creating a positive envirnoment
for study requires expenditures exceeding the financial possibilities of local families.The school in Kogere in the
region of Sega, in the north of Kenya, was built with the efforts of the local community in the seventies of the last
century. In summer 2006, the building, composed of seven classrooms, did not have windows, doors, or adequate
flooring; it was not plastered inside and the roof made of corrugated sheet iron was leaking. There was no basic 
furniture, not even tables for pupils. There were not enough classrooms for the more than 400 pupils. Some 
classes were held outside, and during the rainy season classes were suspended. Owing to the co-operation with
Simba Friends Foundation and the local community, it was possible to renovate and equip the seven-classroom 
building. Four new classrooms and a sanitary room were constructed. Additionally a water pump and a water tank
were installed, and it was possible to provide a teacher room and a science room with necessary equipment. 

Small Grants Fund
16 projects, especially in the field of education and health were financed with the financial resources of the Small
Grants Fund. 48 wheelchairs were purchased to permit disabled people to undertake paid work. Assistance was 
provided to a shelter for terminal AIDS patients and it was possible to build a maternity clinic that forms a part of 
a general medical clinic.

GHANA

Enhancing women and youth participation in economic and social activities in the region of
Volta in Ghana
Polish Green Network
Ghana is one of the most dynamically developing countries in the Sub-Saharan Africa. However, it still struggles
against very serious problems, above all those of a social nature and those related to HIV/AIDS. In order to improve
the economic and social situation of women and youth, and prevent further expansion of HIV, a primary school was
built in Taf Mador where 180 children receive education. Women and youth could participate in workshops on Batik
technique which has its roots in local tradition and is an additional source of income. Participants of the workshops
received tools and materials necessary to commence their own economic activity. Over 40 local youth leaders were
trained in the field of HIV/AIDS prevention and taught how to share their knowledge with the local community. 
An information campaign about methods of HIV/AIDS prevention and detection was also launched. 

AFRICA

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

4

-

-

76

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

724,125.00

-

-

2,428,086.72

Total of: PLN 3,152,211.72
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MALAWI

Educational Centre in Nkhotakota, Malawi
Salesian Missionary Voluntary Service – Youth for the World
Malawi, one of the poorest regions of the world, faces numer-
ous problems, which are very often related to a low level of edu-
cation of its citizens. Malawi lacks well-qualified teachers, 
necessary infrastructure and educational materials. Local 
community (leaders, volunteers, children and teenagers, 
teachers and parents) and also public institutions and NGOs
were involved in the creation of a model educational centre in
the region of Nkhotakota. The creation of this centre motivated
teachers and parents to co-operate in order to achieve better
educational conditions. 

SIERRA LEONE

Omar Moukhtar Islamic Mission School (Small Grants Fund)
Omar Moukhtar Islamic Mission School was enlarged by building new class-
rooms, a sanitary building and a well. What is more, the school has been
equipped. Owing to a great engagement in this project by the local communi-
ty, a school for 180 school children has been created. 

ETHIOPIA

Enlargement of the school in Tullo (Small Grants Fund)
Roman-Catholic parish in Tullo
The Roman-Catholic parish in Tullo, active in Ethiopia since 1966, prepared and implemented a project of enlarge-
ment of an eight-classroom primary school. Owing to this initiative and to the provision of new equipment, the school
can receive more students.

Workshops carried out by Malawian 
and Polish coaches.

Salesian Missionary Voluntary Service – Youth for the World
Project: Educational Centre in Nkhotakota, Malawi 2006.

Malawian workers and volunteers preparing the next construction 
phase of the school building. 

Small Grants Fund
Polish Embassy in Dakar, 

Senegal 2006.



DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

9 small projects were implemented in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Their aim was to increase 
professional involvement in the local community. A computer lab and a polygraphic workshop were equipped,
healthcare infrastructure was enhanced, and electricity generators and medicines for a local St. Jean Baptiste 
hospital were purchased.

SENEGAL

Congregation of the Sisters of St. Ursula of the
Roman Union (Small Grants Fund)
The sisters of the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Ursula of the
Roman Union that work in Thiaroye, on the outskirts of Dakar,
collaborated in the construction of a sanitary-rural building, 
toilets, and warehouse for a centre located in a poor district. 
A shelter for AIDS-infected patients, including rooms for medical
visits, daily care rooms, storage rooms and a meeting room were
also built by the Sisters. This initiative has contributed to raising
awareness of HIV/AIDS-related issues.

RWANDA

Promoting music education in Rwanda (Small Grants Fund)
Music therapy for trauma after genocide in Rwanda
Musical education and music therapy can significantly enrich the didactic and therapeutic offerings of educational
institutions. Owing to the completion of the literature collection on music, the preparation of a musical education
syllabus for the Department of Art of the National University of Rwanda and the adaptation of Rwandan music to
classical guitar, this area of children and youth education can be widely promoted. Special musical therapy classes
which help to overcome psychological problems in children suffering from trauma caused by the genocide of the 90s
of the 20th century were also arranged. 
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Small Grants Fund,
Polish Embassy in Dakar, Senegal 2006.
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NORTH KOREA

Polish-Korean Friendship School, Phenian, North
Korea (Small Grants Fund)
The School of Polish-Korean Friendship in Phenian was equipped
with a computer lab, which permitted students to receive an 
education in the field of computer studies. 

CAMBODIA

School in Chey Mungkul (Small Grants Fund)
In Chey Mungkul, a three-classroom school building, sanitary facilities and fencing were built. Furthermore, an 
electrical generator and a fuel tank were installed. Over 150 children will be able to study in the school, in groups
of about 40 students. Due to the installation of the electrical generator, classes can be given even after dark. 

LAOS

Construction of school in Vilabouly (Small Grants
Fund)
The newly built school is likely to become a regional centre of
technical studies. The activities undertaken within the project
were aligned with the priorities established by the government of
Laos in the National Development and Poverty Reduction
Strategy.

ASIA

implementation of the project

NGOs 

central administration bodies 

local administration entities

Polish embassies

number of projects 

-

-

-

3

total amount of subventions 

from the Polish aid programme

2006 (in PLN) 

-

-

-

544,125.75

Total of: PLN 544,125.75

Small Grants Fund,
Polish Embassy in Phenian, North Korea 2006.

Small Grants Fund,
Polish Embassy in Vientian, Laos 2006.
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10. STATISTICAL DATA ON POLAND‘S 
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE IN 2006

Type of assistance/ regions of the world

ODA

BILATERAL assistance, including:

Europe

Africa including: 

North Africa

Sub-Saharan Africa

America, including:

North and Central America

South America

Asia, including:

Middle East

South and Central Asia

Far East

Development education and promotion

MULTILATERAL assistance, including:

United Nations System 

European Union

World Bank Group

Special funds and other organisations

in PLN million

922.16

370.50

46.90

290.80

0.21

290.26

0.45

0.05

0.40

29.86

4.40

25.62

3.96

1.14

551.66

23.80

503.26

20.70

3.90

in USD million

297.23

119.42

15.12

93.73

0.07

93.56

0.15

0.02

0.13

9.62

1.42

8.26

1.28

0.37

177.81

7.67

162.21

6.67

1.26

Source: MFA calculations.

bilateral assistance

multilateral assistance

Poland’s ODA in 2006

Allocation of Poland’s Official Development Assistance in 2006 by regions.

Source: MFA calculations.
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Germany

France

Italy

Great Britain

Spain

The Netherlands

Belgium

Sweden

Poland

Austria

Denmark

Greece

Finland

Ireland

Portugal

Czech Republic

Hungary

Slovak Republic

Slovenia

Lithuania

Luxemburg

Cyprus

Latvia

Estonia

Malta

Proportion of the EU member states’ contributions to the EU development budget

Source: European Commission calculations.

Funds directed to:

Preaccession strategy for Turkey

Preaccession strategy for Croatia

Food aid

Humanitarian aid

Asia

Latin America

ACP States

North of Sahara

Middle East

Eastern Europe and Central Asia

Western Balkans

Other co-operation measures 

Democracy and human rights

External aspects of certain Community policies

Administrative costs

Total 

Volume of assistance in PLN million

8.98

0.53

10.09

17.34

22

10.24

3.85

19.26

17.63

7.23

17.09

9.71

3.19

4.35

10.7

162.19

Volume of assistance in USD million 

27.86

1.64

31.3

53.8

68.26

31.77

11.94

59.75

54.7

22.43

53.02

30.13

9.9

13.5

33.2

503.26

No

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Source: European Commission data. Division in accordance with the classification used by the
European Commission.

Allocation of funds transferred by Poland to the EU development budget in 2006.
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MFA initiatives

other central  
administration bodies'
projects

Statutory actions of the
Centre for East European
Studies of Warsaw
University

The Konstanty Kalinowski
Programme

Allocation of special budgetary reserve funds: ”Support for international co-operation 
for democracy and civil society, including co-financing of the Centre for East European Studies, 

Warsaw University, and implementation of the Polish development 
co-operation programme”

Source: MFA calculations.

Call for proposals: Foreign  
assistance and international  
development co-operation

Call for proposals: Support  
for the independent news  
in Belarus with focus  
on radio programmes

Call for proposals: The media  
initiatives – Belarus

Call for proposals:  
Humanitarian aid to Lebanon

Call for proposals:  
Development Education 2006

Call for proposals: Millennium 
Development Goals exhibition

Polish-Canadian Development 
Co-operation

Allocation of special budgetary reserve for the calls for proposals organised 
by the MFA for NGO’s assistance projects

Source: MFA calculations.
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Ukraine

Kyrgyz Republic

Source: MFA calculations.

Volume of MFA subventions granted to local administration entities in 2006
(PLN thousand)
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Volume of MFA subventions for assistance projects granted to central administration bodies in 2006
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Eastern Europe

Asia

Africa

Source: MFA calculations.

Development assistance channelled through Polish embassies within 
the Small Grants Fund in 2006
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Volume of subventions granted to projects implemented within 
the Small Grants Fund in Eastern Europe

Source: MFA calculations.
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Volume of subventions granted to projects implemented within 
the Small Grants Fund in Africa in 2006

Source: MFA calculations.
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ACP – African, Caribbean and Pacific 

ALA – Asia and Latin America – a committee of the European Commission that manages financial and 

technical assistance and economic co-operation provided to developing Asian and Latin American 

countries

CARDS – Community Assistance for Reconstruction, Development and Stabilisation (EC programme for Albania, 

Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Yugoslavia and Macedonia)

CERF – Central Emergency Response Fund 

CFSP – Common Foreign and Security Policy 

CIDA – Canadian International Development Agency 

DAC – Development Assistance Committee within the OECD 

DDA – Doha Development Agenda

EBA – Everything But Arms initiative

EBRD – European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

EC – European Community 

ECHO – European Community Humanitarian Office 

EDF – European Development Fund

EIB – European Investment Bank

EPA – Economic Partnership Agreement

EU – European Union 

GATS – General Agreement on Trade in Services

GNI – Gross National Income

GSP – Generalised System of Preferences

HIPC – Heavily Indebted Poor Countries

IBRD – International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

ICRC – International Committee of the Red Cross

IDA – International Development Association 

IMF – International Monetary Fund

IOM – International Migration Organisation

LDC – Least Developed Countries

MDG – Millennium Development Goals

MEDA – Financial and technical support measures to accompany the reform of economic and social structures 

in the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership 

MS – Member State(s) 

NGO – Non-Governmental Organisation 

NGDO – Non-Governmental Development Organisation 

NSA – Non-State Actors

OCHA – United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

ODA – Official Development Assistance

OECD – Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

OHCHR – Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

PRSP – Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper

TA – Technical Assistance

TACIS – Technical Assistance for the Commonwealth of Independent States

11. LIST OF ACRONYMS



UN – United Nations

UNAIDS – Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

UNCTAD– United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

UNDP – United Nations Development Programme

UNHCR – United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

WB – World Bank 
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ACP (Africa, Caribbean and Pacific) Group: a group of 78 African, Caribbean and Pacific countries linked to 
the European Union by the terms of successively renegotiated and signed Lomé conventions which have been
replaced by the Cotonou Agreement. 

Aid for Trade: a mechanism of development co-operation which aims to support developing countries in order to
help them create their own economic potential, so that they can benefit from the implementation of the WTO
Agreements. In includes such initiatives as support for creation of negotiation skills in trade, support for development
of infrastructure and marketing, as well as assistance in achieving sanitary and phitosanitary standards. The WTO
Ministerial Declaration from Hong Kong of December 18, 2005, foresees strengthening activities undertaken 
within the framework of Aid for Trade as a complementation of Doha Development Agenda, through creating in the
structures of the WTO a special Aid for Trade Task Force. The donors of this initiative are: Japan, USA, UE, World
Bank, International Monetary Found, regional development banks and other international organisations that aim to
provide support for development. 

Bilateral aid: development assistance provided by donor countries directly to recipient countries. Such assistance is
allocated to bilateral projects and programmes, scholarships, humanitarian aid, assistance provided to refugees,
debt relief, etc.

Canadian International Development Agency, CIDA: a Canadian government agency established in 1968 to 
administer Canada’s Official Development Assistance. Since the beginning of the 90s CIDA is also present in Central
and Eastern Europe (including Poland), providing assistance to countries undergoing transformation towards 
democratic governance and free market economy, and (within the ODACE programme) helping to strengthen 
systems of development assistance delivery.

Co-development: an idea consisting of the inclusion of immigrants as a development factor, both in countries of ori-
gin and of residence. According to this proposal migration can contribute to the increase of mutual understanding,
enriching cultures, and developing human capital both in the emigration and immigration country. These issues were
discussed, among other things, during the EU Summit in Tampere in October 1999. 

Cotonou Agreement: an agreement signed in the capital city of Benin, Cotonou in 2000, between the European
Union and the ACP countries that sets the basis for development assistance, economic co-operation (including 
signing of the EPAs), political dialogue and co-operation.

DAC List of ODA Recipients: a periodically reviewed list of countries which, in accordance with the classification of
the OECD Development Assistance Committee, are eligible for Official Development Assistance (ODA).

Decade of Education for Sustainable Development: proclaimed by the UN General Assembly resolution of
December 2002, it started in 2005 and will last until 2014. Its lead agency is UNESCO. Within its framework 
various initiatives are undertaken in order to boost access to universal education at the primary level, to reorganise
current educational curricula, raise social awareness and provide education on sustainable development. These 
initiatives are thought to foster an increased quality of teaching and learning in education for sustainable develop-
ment and to make countries get closer to achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 

Development Education Exchange in Europe Project, DEEEP: a three-year-long project managed by a consortium
of four NGOs from the European Union, namely ITECO (Belgium), DEA (United Kingdom), UCODEP (Italy) and
TAKSVARKKI (Finland) which strives to strengthen capacities of NGOs, raise awareness of development education
through methodology exchange, trainings and joint projects. DEEEP is designed to strengthen the network of 
development education practitioners and improve communication flow among organisations engaged in this field.

Doha Development Agenda: a programme of multilateral trade negotiations within the Development Round of the
World Trade Organization (WTO), which was initiated at the WTO Ministerial Conference in Doha in 2001. It defines
the schedule of a further liberalization of world trade, which above all, has to lead to speeding up the progress of
developing countries.

Donor: a country or an organisation (intergovernmental or an NGO) providing assistance for developing countries
and those undergoing political transformation.
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Economic Partnership Agreement, EPA: agreements concluded under the Cotonou Agreement signed on June 23,
2000, which aim to create a free trade zone between the ACP countries and the European Union. The EPA objec-
tive is to increase the development of the ACP region through enlarging its market, improving predictability of cir-
culation of goods and services, and improving transparency of their legal framework. This will ensure favourable con-
ditions for the increase in investments and initiatives in the private sector. The EPAs have been in the negotiation
phase since 2002 and are foreseen to come into force on January 1, 2008. 

EU Strategy for Africa: a document passed by the European Commission after a series of consultations held with
the African Union in October 2005. It defines for the EU Member States and the European Commission an institu-
tional framework of actions (that will be undertaken until 2015) aimed at supporting Africa in achieving the
Millennium Development Goals.

EuropeAid Co-operation Office: an institution set up in January 2001 in order to manage external assistance of the
European Community financed from the European Union budget and the European Development Fund (EDF). 

European Community Humanitarian Office, ECHO: an institution set up in 1992, with a status of Directorate
General of the European Commission. Its task is to provide humanitarian aid to victims of natural disasters or armed
conflicts outside the European Union.

European Development Fund, EDF: a financial instrument created in 1957 for providing development assistance to
ACP States. It is financed from voluntary contributions made by the European Member States, based on financial
protocols of the Cotonou Agreement adopted every five years.

European NGO Confederation for Relief and Development, CONCORD: a confederation of NGOs from the
European Union Member States and international networks of NGOs. The main objective of the Confederation is to
co-ordinate political actions of NGOs at the European level. 

Europe's Forum on International Cooperation, EUFORIC: an independent non-profit Internet information and com-
munication resource dealing with development assistance and related issues. Its members are educational institu-
tions and research institutes, NGOs, advisory groups and government agencies.

Forgotten crises: events that are not very popular among public opinion due to their long-term duration. The for-
gotten crises include, but are not limited to, the West Sahara, Myanmar (Burma), Burundi, North Korea, the
Philippines, North Caucasus (Chechnya), Thailand, Uganda and Yemen.

Global Education Network Europe, GENE: a European network of national agencies and their representatives,
responsible for shaping policy in the realm of global education, supporting, co-ordinating and financing actions in
this area. GENE has been operating since 2001and is composed of 16 countries. Since the beginning of 2006 the
North-South Centre has been the Secretariat. Poland was invited to join GENE in 2004, together with other Vysehrad
Group countries, within the project supported by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The aim of GENE is to
increase global education in Europe and support the existing and future national structures responsible for global
education. 

Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative: one of the most important initiatives undertaken by the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank Group started in 1996, providing for debt relief for heavily indebt-
ed countries. This is linked to programmes in the realm of poverty reduction and other aid programmes.

Human Development Index, HDI: a socio-economic index of development of a given country. It is periodically 
calculated by the UNDP and permits governments to monitor changes in development occurring along time. HDI is
a comparative measure of the following factors: life expectancy, level of education (measured according to adult 
illiteracy rate), gross enrolment ratio and GDP per capita (adjusted according to local costs of living).

Humanitarian aid: assistance meeting the most basic needs of preserving life and dignity of victims of emergency
situations, such as natural disasters and armed conflicts.
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International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, IBRD: an institution forming the World Bank Group with
its headquarters in Washington created in 1945 by virtue of the Bretton Woods Agreement, which provides 
assistance to developing countries, above all preferential loans.

International Development Association, IDA: a specialised financial institution providing interest-free, long-term
loans to the poorest developing countries, which forms part of the World Bank. IDA supports programmes aimed at
reducing poverty and improving people’s living conditions in the least developed countries.

Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, UNAIDS: a joint programme established in 1996 by UNICEF,
UNDP, UNFPA, UNESCO, WHO, UNDCP and the World Bank in order to fight AIDS jointly and more effectively.

Microcredits: small amount loans provided to clients with low incomes by banks and other institutions. They are usu-
ally offered without collateral security. Studies show that microcredits and other forms of microfinance offer poor
communities more possibilities to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. The United Nations General
Assembly designated 2005 as the International Year of Microcredit. 

Millennium Development Goals, MDGs: goals established by the heads of 189 countries at the UN summit in 2000
which include: eradicating extreme poverty, promoting gender equality, improving health and education, combating
AIDS, protecting natural environment and forming a global partnership for development.

Multilateral aid: development assistance provided by donor countries to developing countries through international
organisations and multilateral agreements or global funds.

Non-Governmental Development Organisation, NGDO: a non-profit organisation active in the field of 
international co-operation. Its actions are focused on poverty reduction, social equity, human rights and, above all,
problems like exclusion of women. In many European countries these organisations have formed platforms of 
collaboration in order to strengthen co-operation among involved parties, as well as to represent them before the
government of each country and before the UE institutions. 

Non-Governmental Organisation, NGO: a civic organisation (established by citizens or their organisations), and
operating on its own initiative for the benefit of a specific public interest area. Some of the NGOs are for profit, but
the majority are non-profit organisations. Their actions can be carried out at the local, national or international level.

North-South Centre of the Council of Europe: the European Centre for Global Independence and Solidarity estab-
lished in 1989 by the Council of Europe to encourage North-South co-operation and solidarity and to improve edu-
cation and information about the interdependence that binds the world’s inhabitants. Since its beginnings it has 
supported sustainable globalisation processes based on enhancing peace, pluralist democracy, respect for human
rights and social cohesion. The target geographic regions of its activities are Africa and the Mediterranean basin.
Currently the North-South Centre has 19 members, and its headquarters is located in Lisbon.

OECD Development Assistance Committee, DAC: an OECD agency which co-ordinates assistance provided by the
OECD member states to developing countries, and which defines the rules of providing such assistance. Currently
22 countries and the European Commission are DAC members.

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, OHCHR: a UN office with its headquarters in
Geneva, set up in 1993 in order to protect and promote human rights.

Official Development Assistance, ODA: grants and loans provided to developing countries offered by official 
government institutions of donor countries that aim to support economic development and welfare in these 
countries. The loans are considered as Official Development Assistance given that they include a donation 
amounting to at least 25% of the value of the assistance provided.

Official Development Assistance in Central Europe, ODACE: a programme financed by the Canadian government
inaugurated in October 2001. Its aim is to provide assistance for the Central European countries in the field of 
creating and developing their own development aid systems, and performing development co-operation obligations
resulting from the EU membership.
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Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, OECD: an international economic organisation 
established in 1961, assembling 30 of the most developed countries in the world. The most important task of 
the OECD is to co-ordinate socio-economic policy of its members in order to stimulate economic growth, boost
employment, support social development, and contribute to world trade and capital flows.

Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness: a declaration endorsed on 2 March 2005 by recipient and donor countries
of development assistance. It describes the main rules of development assistance effectiveness including ownership,
alignment and harmonisation of procedures regulating the provision of assistance and managing for aid results.

Policy Coherence for Development, PCD: an objective and horizontal policy that strives to foster the effects of the
development assistance, and if it is possible, to contribute to increasing the positive impact on developing countries.
It foresees, among other things, the creation of positive synergy among particular European Union policies, which
enables meeting the Millennium Development Goals.

Sector Wide Approach, SWA: a strategy of concentrating donor aid in one or several sectors, in accordance with 
the needs of the recipient country expressed in the development strategy for that sector.

Sustainable development: an idea of development integrating three equally important and interrelated components:
economic and social growth and the respect for the natural environment. Furthermore, the essence of sustainable
development lies in the fact that it does not limit the development potential of future generations.

Technical assistance: assistance aimed at developing human resources, improving professional qualifications as well
as boosting production and technical capacity of developing countries. It consists, among other things, of sharing
knowledge (or know-how in a broader sense) and experience by means of training, expert visits, initiating research
and/or covering resulting expenses.

The European Consensus on Development: a document approved by the European Union in 2005, which 
establishes for the first time ever common objectives, rules and values for providing development assistance by the
European Union (the EU Member States and the European Community) as well as the basic rules of channelling
development assistance through the Community. 

The Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative: an initiative proposed in June 2005 by the Group of 8 (G-8) in favour of 100
percent relief on debt incurred with the International Monetary Fund, International Development Association within
the World Bank Group and the African Development Fund by Heavily Indebted Poor Countries that fulfil 
the adequate conditions (MDRI I) and other Heavily Indebted Countries with national per capita income below 
USD 380 (MDRI II). 24 eligible countries have been included in the group of countries for debt relief to be carried
out by the end of March 2007 (most of them from Africa) which was incurred in the above mentioned institutions.

Tied aid: a type of assistance in which the recipient country is obliged to spend received funds on purchasing goods
or services from the country providing such assistance.

TRIALOG – development NGOs in the enlarged EU: a project to raise awareness of development issues, to strength-
en dialogue and partnerships in the enlarged European Union between NGOs working in the new and old European
Union Member States, as well as in the developing countries.

UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, UNHCR: a UN office created in 1951 that provides 
aid and support to refugees all over the world. The UN Refugee Agency protects 22.3 million people in over 120
countries.

United Nations Development Programme, UNDP: a global network formed for development within the framework
of the United Nations, which permits states to exchange experience, knowledge and resources in order to create
favourable local conditions for human development. The UNDP is present in 166 countries, co-operates with their
governments in solving development problems on both national and global levels.  
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United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, OCHA: an institution co-ordinating humani-
tarian aid activities in the United Nations System with its headquarters in New York and Geneva. OCHA fulfils its 
co-ordinating function, above all, through the Executive Committee on Humanitarian Affairs, chaired by the
Emergency Relief Co-ordinator.

Untied aid: a type of assistance in which the recipient country is not obliged to spend received funds on purchasing
goods or services from the country providing such assistance.

World Bank Group: a group of intentional institutions that includes: European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD), International Development Association (IDA), Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency
(MIGA), International Financial Corporation (IFC), International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes
(ICSID). Their overriding task is to support economic development, eradicate poverty and increase the standard of
living of the inhabitants of developing countries, above all through providing loans, technical assistance and stimu-
lating trade and investment.

World Food Programme, WFP: the largest international agency, established in 1963, that deals with providing food
assistance to countries and regions affected by humanitarian crises and famine.

World Trade Organisation, WTO: an international organisation established in 1995 on the basis of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. Its main aim is to liberalise international trade, to settle trade disputes and provide
technical support in the field of trade.
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13. APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Development projects implemented by NGOs, central administration bodies, 
local administration entities and Polish embassies in 2006.

Ukraine

Projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.

Name of the organisation 

College of Finance and Business 
Administration in Gdaƒsk

East European Democratic Centre

Polish Business and Innovation 
Centres Association

East European Democratic Centre

Polish-Ukrainian Co-operation Foundation PAUCI

Polish Tourist Country-Lover's Society (PTTK) Mountain
Tourism Centre in Krakow

Stefan Batory Foundation

Polish-Japanese Institute 
of Information Technology

Caritas of Warszawsko-Praska Diocese 

Foundation in Support of Local Democracy Foundation for 
Local Democracy Development, Regional Centre in Lublin

Polish Robert Schuman Foundation

College of Management and Public Administration

School for Leaders Association

Cracovitalia Foundation

Higher School of Public Administration in Szczecin

Happy Childhood Foundation

CASE – Centre for Social and Economic Research 

Amicus Society

Polish Ecological Club, Regional Centre in Gliwice

Polish Ecological Club, Main Board of Directors 
of the Polish Ecological Club

Foundation in Support of Local Democracy Foundation 
represented by the Swietokrzyskie Centre 

of the Foundation in Support of Local Democracy

Kashubian Folk High School

Association for Disabled People  
”GODNE ZYCIE” in Chelm

Title of the project 

Creating a secure system of protection of deposits in Ukrainian 
Co-operative Saving Banks

Preparing local administration and the Regional Development Agency for a debate 
related to local administration reform and decentralisation in Ukraine

Improving qualifications of the representatives of the Ukrainian local administration 
bodies in the realm of strategic management of regions

Support for regional informational newspapers 
in the eastern part of Ukraine

TOGETHER – youth exchange –  school partners

Support for partnership of social organisations and Ukrainian administration 
entities to create a basis for mountain tourism development

Ukraine on the path to the European Union 

Support for the systemic transformation in Ukraine through teaching 
telematic technologies: e-economy

Co-operation, citizen and development: experience of Polish local 
administration bodies and NGOs as an incentive for the development 

of civil society in Ukraine

Transparent local administration in Ukraine – Ukrainian local administration 
training on modern public administration management

Together in Europe: student exchange programmes between Poland and Ukraine

Roztocze – cross-border development region

Ukrainian School for NGO Leaders

The Ukraine has its say!

The Ukraine on the path to the European Union

Course on Social Entrepreneurship for youth entering the labour market

Overcoming non-trade barriers in the development 
of the Ukrainian export to the EU

Building civil society in the regions of South-Eastern Ukraine in the realm 
of European and Euro-Atlantic integration. Examples of the activities carried 

out by the network of Regional European Information Centres

Ecological agriculture: a manner of supporting sustainable development

Making ecological NGO more professional in West Ukraine

From the Ukraine to the integrated Europe: increase 
in quality of functioning of schools

Social partnership in the field of planning and management 
of the environment at the local level. Training programme

”Disability is what we have in common”: a programme supporting 
Ukrainian organizations working in the area related to disability
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European Meeting Centre – Nowy Staw Foundation

”Klub Ortycki” Association 

College of Eastern Europe

Association for Innovation and Technology 
Transfer ”HORYZONTY”

Malopolskie European Forum

Association ”Tratwa”

Foundation for International and 
Civic Initiatives ”Centre of Europe”

Centre for Education and Dialogue THEOTOKOS

Polish Scouting and Guiding Association

Centre for Youth Co-operation and Mobility

Gdaƒsk Education Foundation

The Centre for Promotion And Development 
Of Civil Initiatives OPUS

Educational Society of Malopolska

Kosciuszko Institute – The Institute 
of European Integration

BORIS Association (Support Office 
for the Movement of the Social Initiatives)

Kosciuszko Institute – The Institute 
of European Integration

Krzyzowa Foundation 
for Mutual Understanding in Europe

ZNAK Christian Culture Foundation

European Meeting Centre - Nowy Staw Foundation

Young Democracy Foundation 

Foundation in Support of Local Democracy. 
Training Centre in Szczecin

Happy Childhood Foundation 

German and North Europe Institute 

Catholic Youth Education Centre KANA

Social – Educational Association 
”Educator” in Lomza

School for Leaders Association

Association for the Support 
of Primary School Activity in Lancuchow 

Democratic Society East

PCDC

PCDC

PCDC

PCDC

PCDC

PCDC

PCDC

PCDC

PCDC

PCDC

Support for the initiative of the Ukrainian youth exchange 

”Our Bieszczady Mountains” – support for institutional and social protection 
and promotion of the Bieszczady Mountains being a region of tourist, 

natural and cultural interest

Experiences of Polish local administration bodies – a seminar and traineeships 
for employees of the Ukrainian local administration representatives

ECO-CONSTRUCTION – energy-saving and ecological construction 
in the process of economic transformation

Europe at school

Polish-Ukrainian academy for youth organisations "Nowe Jutro"

Study visit with elements of training sessions for the Ukrainian NGOs 
and student self-governments

We build civil society with our own efforts

P∏ast – development based on Polish experiences

The role of local administration and NGOs in the building of civil society – 
study visits for Ukrainian guests

The role of non-public education in civil society. Conference for Polish and Ukrainian 
parliamentarians, representatives of local administration bodies, educational authorities

and schools from the region of Odessa (public and non-public)

European School of Non-governmental Guides

Dura Lex, Sed Lex

The meaning of the NATO membership. 
Polish experience in the realm of Euro-Atlantic integration 

Creation of CSS in Ukraine

Closer Europe – Polish-Ukrainian Warkshops

Professional administration and an effectively working office – is what 
we are all about. Seminars and study visits organised in Wroclaw for the 

representatives of the Ukrainian administration bodies 

Ukraine should be transparent –  autumn school for social local leaders 
and local media journalists from Eastern Ukraine

Together in Europe

Obtaining transparency through quality

Transparency, ethics and efficiency: development of local 
administration in Ukraine

Co-operation of local partners in the creation of 
the Centre for Civil Education of Youth

Local partnership for the development of local 
labour market

Building a society based on knowledge in the Ukraine

School – local community centre, Georgia, Ukraine, Poland*

5th Ukrainian Self-government School 

"The more interesting education, the better start"

Polish-Ukrainian youth co-operation for the 
development of local community

* The project was implemented in Georgia and Ukraine.
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Name of the institution 

Pomorski (Pomeranian) Agricultural Advisory Centre 
in Gdansk Department in Stare Pole

Ministry of Foreign Affairs – 
Department of Security Policy

Ministry of Regional Development

Agricultural Advisory Centre in Brwinow

General Veterinary Inspectorate  

Civil Service Office

Pomorski (Pomeranian)Agricultural Advisory Centre 
in Gdansk, Department in Stare Pole

District Court in Tarnobrzeg

General Police Headquarters

Border Guard Forces

Polish Agency for Enterprise Development

General Police Headquarters

Agricultural Market Agency  

Regional Office for Water Policy Planning in Krakow

Central Criminal Investigation Laboratory of 
the General Police Headquarters  

National In-service Teacher Training Centre

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Foreign Trade Research Institute

Office of Electronic Communications  

Ministry of National Defence  

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Department of the European Union

District Court in Cz´stochowa

Civil Service Office

Ministry of the Treasury

Voivodship Police Headquarters in Rzeszow 

Court of Appeal in Rzeszow

Title of the project

New challenges for Polish and Ukrainian agricultural advisory services –  
exchanging experience

Building and opening of a pilot installation 
for jet fuel oxidant utilisation

Support for the Ukrainian public administration in the realm 
of management and regional development

Support for activities of the Ministry of Agriculture of Ukraine in the area of creating insti-
tutions and developing legal system as conditioning factors for the development of ecologi-

cal agriculture. Drawing on the experiences of Polish agricultural advisory services.

Familiarising Ukrainian veterinary administration with the veterinary 
regulations of the European Union

Strategic management – training programme for the Ukrainian civil 
servants from the "Policy Excellence Group"

Interchanging experiences in the field of agricultural advisory service and 
laboratory evaluation of agricultural products, food safety and soil analysis.

Applying international law related to the protection of human rights to national 
legal systems in Poland and Ukraine – reality and perspectives

Counteracting terrorist threats and terrorist attacks that are carried out using explosives 

Cross-border co-operation of the Border Guard Forces of the Republic 
of Poland and State Border Guard Service of Ukraine

Support offered by the Polish Agency for Enterprise Development to the SME 
sector as a way of shaping civil society in Ukraine

Combating organised international drug-related crime

Support for the Ministry of Agrarian Policy of the Ukraine offered in the field of creating 
an institution that carries out market interventions in certain agricultural markets

Implementing specific elements of planning methods of water policy 
in accordance with the Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC 
based on the experiences of the upper Vistula Drainage Basin

Research on stupefacient and psychotropic substances 

The Ukraine on the path to the European and Euro-Atlantic integration

Support for the Ministry of Justice of the Ukraine during the process 
of integration into the European Community structures – second edition

Polish experience in the field of  limiting energy supply in economic activities and
improvement of energy safety – conclusions for Ukraine, perspectives of co-operation

Drawing on the experiences of the Office of Electronic Communications in the field 
of regulating the market of telecommunications according to the EU directives 

as a form of further support for an entity regulating this market in Ukraine 
and the Anti- Monopoly Committee of Ukraine

Internships for civil servants and officers of the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine, 
General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, and the Ukrainian Armed Forces 

in the Ministry of National Defence and the Land Forces Command

Training programme for Ukrainian central administration civil servants with special regard to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, entitled ”On the way to the European Union – Polish experience” 

Polish-Ukrainian Conference of Judges ”The functioning of the judicial system in Poland”

Internships for Ukrainian civil servants in Polish central administration offices

Five-day-long study visit to the Ministry of the Treasury of the Republic of Poland 
organised for seven civil servants from the State Property Fund of Ukraine

Common border – common security

Standards in commercial proceedings in the EU countries, 
International Conference of Commercial Judges Poland-Ukraine

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by central administration bodies.
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Name of the institution

Poviat Starosty in Lubaczow

The City of Warsaw

Marshal Office of the Lubelskie Voivodeship

Marshal Office of Ma∏opolskie Voivodeship, Department 
of Environment and Rural Development

Poviat Starosty in S∏upca

Marshal Office of Ma∏opolskie Voivodeship

Marshal Office of DolnoÊlàskie Voivodeship, Department 
of International and European Regional Co-operation 

Marshal Office of Pomorskie Voivodeship

Title of the project

Cross-border co-operation in the field of posture defects prophylaxis 
in children in the region of Yavoriv

Co-operation at the local administration level as a factor contributing to the development
of local democracy and  building civil society in the partner cities of Eastern Europe

Local administration of the 21st century Interchanging experiences 
between Lublin Voivodeship and Odessa region

Support for rural sector through developing infrastructure of rural areas

Poviat Starosty in S∏upca

Development of the investment potential in the Lvov region – study visit and a publication
of a multimedia presentation entitled ”Investment offer of the City of Lvov”

Lower Silesia-Ukrainian local administration meetings

Development of institutional qualifications of employees of the Odessa region 
administration in the realm of preparing and implementing cross-border 

projects through participation in the ”on-the-job” training at 
the Marshal Office of Pomorskie Voivodeship

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by local administration entities.

* The projects was implemented in Belarus, Russian Federation and Ukraine
** The project was implemented in Moldova and Ukraine

National  Headquarters of the State Fire Service

Centre for Studies on the Classical Tradition in Poland and East-
Central Europe, Warsaw University

Ministry of National Defence and Centre for East European 
Studies of Warsaw University

Training programme for the Ukrainian emergency and rescue services

Academic autonomy, civil society, teachers’ mission*

Training programme for specialists and staff from Moldova and the Ukraine 
including participation in a simulation S.E.N.S.E.**



88

Name of the entity co-operating in the implementation of the project

Centre for European and Trans-Atlantic Studies

Structural Unit of Geraman–Polish-Ukrainian Association 
in the Ukraine

"Politics and the Time" – Magazine of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affaris of the Ukraine

Ukranian Catholic University

European Institute for Democracy

European Institute for Democracy

European Institute for Democracy

European Institute for Democracy

European Institute for Democracy

Youth Centre for Humanitarian Aid

European Strategic Group

European View

"Ukraina Mo∏oda" a country-wide political 
and informational daily newspaper

The Atlantic Council of Ukraine

Polish-Ukrainian Cooperation Foundation PAUCI

Social and Economic Research Centre Diamatik

Ukrainian Centre for International Integration – 
International Social  Organisation 

Ukrainian Centre for International Integration – 
International Social  Organisation

Association of Director of Kiev Schools

Podolian Centre for Human Rights

Centre for Ukrainian Reform

Polish-Ukrainian Cooperation Foundation PAUCI

Ukrainian Centre for International Integration – 
International Social  Organisation

"XXI Platforma" Zytomierz municipal 
youth association  Foundation 

Institute of Social Transformation 

Ukrainian Centre for International Integration – 
International Social  Organisation

Ukrainian Centre for Peace, Conversion 
and Foreign Policy

Committee of Ukrainian Electorate, Regional Division in Odessa

Title of the project

International Conference ”NATO after Riga” challenges and opportunities

Renovation of the heating system and hot water installation in the Shelter 
for Street Children in Kiev "Our Children"

Preparation of a comic strip aimed at changing the negative image 
of NATO in the Ukraine entitled ”NATO-white and fluffy”

Creation of a Multimedia Centre at 
the Department of Humanities

Standards of functioning of Border Guard Forces in the EU – 
Polish experience

Polish experience in the field of reorganisation of the Border Guard Forces versus 
the plan of development of the State Border Guard Service of the Ukraine 

Exchanging experience in the field of fighting corruption on the Polish-Ukrainian border

Traineeships at the interior and exterior EU border crossings – consultation points

Exchanging experiences in the field of fighting illegal immigration 

Democracy without limits ”Geopoetics not Geopolitics”

A change in the Ukraine-Belarus politics

Analytical project for the Ukrainian mass media aimed at the promotion 
of the EU integration: www.proeuropa.info

”Polonia” – a newspaper supplement to ”Ukraina Mo∏oda”

MAP Public perceptions and misperceptions in the context of International 
Experience and Real Integration Options for Ukraine

Professional training for the Ukrainian government sector employees 
at the national and regional level

Informational Campaign on NATO the Euro-Atlantic Approach to 
the Issue of Mass media-terrorism Extremism connection 

Co-operation among authority, business and social 
initiatives towards the WTO

Ukrainian accession to the WTO – 
perspectives and challenges for SMEs

European Clubs in the Ukraine – plans and results

Development local administration through partnership of territorial units

Radio project: Jerzy Giedroyc and  the democratisation process 
in Central and Eastern Europe

Creating capacities of the Ukrainian NGOs to co-operate with 
the new UE Member States

Co-operation among authority, business 
and social initiatives towards the WTO

Development of Polish-Ukrainian youth co-operation 
in the context of European integration 

Strengthening local authorities in the context of territorial 
and administrative reforms in Ukraine

Ukrainian accession into the WTO – perspectives and challenges for SMEs

Breaking down stereotypes. Improvement in the quality of news 
related to migration problems broadcasted by Ukrainian mass media

Professional deputies in local governments

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by Polish embassies.
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Name of the organisation

PLUS Self-government Association in Belchatow

Belarusian Robert Shuman Society 

Belarusian Student Association 

CASE – Centre for Social and Economic Research

Centre of Civic Education Poland – Belarus

Centre of Civic Education Poland – Belarus

European Meeting Centre – Nowy Staw Foundation

Central and Eastern European Media Centre Foundation

Centre for International Relations Foundation 

Foundation Centre for International Relations Centre for
International Relations Foundation  

Foundation Centre of National Creativity Centre for National Creativity Foundation 

Foundation of the European Institute to Support Democracy

Foundation Institute for Strategic Studies Institute for Strategic Studies 

Krzyzowa Foundation for Mutual Understanding Krzyzowa 
Foundation for Mutual Understanding in Europe

”Report Laboratory” Foundation

Polish Environmental Partnership Foundation

Foundation in Support of Local Democracy Foundation for 
Local Democracy Development, Training Centre in Szczecin

Freedom and Democracy Foundation

Freedom and Democracy Foundation

Catholic Intelligencia Club of Warsaw

Catholic Intelligencia Club of Warsaw

College of Eastern Europe

Homo Faber Association 

Orange Alternative Association

Students’ Promotion Association

School of Leaders Association School for Leaders Association

Amicus Society

Title of the project

School for social animators in Belarus

Support for independent press publications in Belarus

Belarusian Underground – Independent Music Forum in Belarus

Support for Small and Medium sized Enterprises in Belarus by encouraging a more
favourable environment for entrepreneurship and enhancing business-related infrastructure

Journalists' Club Poland-Belarus

Support for independent news in the territory of Belarus, especially 
in the area of radio programmes

Support for civil sector activities in Belarus

Training for independent Belarusian press journalists

Belarus-live – information and cultural projects aimed at world-wide 
promotion of Belarus-related issues

Belarusian Journalism School 2006. Project including specialist training 
for candidates for press spokesmen

EUROPEINFORM

Development of institutions supporting local democracy in Belarus

Together it is easier – traineeship programme for young Belarusian democrats

”Flying School” – study visit of the Belarusian Secondary School 
of Humanities from Minsk to Krzyzowa

Young Belarus – and its position in Europe between East and West

Web site: Greenways for Belarus www.greenways.by

Regional tourism – a chance for a local development in Belarus Training 
sessions for local activists

Bie∏kaNews – freedom of speech on the Internet

Information Centre "Infobel@rus"

European information portal: www.4Belarus.eu

”Weekend in Poland” – weekend study visits of Belarusian youth to Poland

Belarusian Publishing Programme

The Wall – Internet action for liberty in Belarus

Workshops for youth from Belarus entitled ”The role of street art in building democracy ”

The future of youth depends on them

”Be active!” Belarusian School for Local Leaders

Activities of the Network of Regional European Information Centres as an example 
of local NGOs experiences in Poland - a perspective for Belarus

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 15,008,585.04

Belarus

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs. 

Institute of Strategic Policy

Centre for Studies of Social Problems 

Partnership for the Support of Rural Green 
Tourism in the Ukraine

”Krytyk” journal

Obtaining security through democracy: Ukraine - Russia - Poland

Civil partnership for a secure Europe as an opportunity 
for solving the conflict in Transnistria

Support for changes in the Ukrainian rural areas, creation of new jobs and 
development of agro-tourism through training for people working at agro-tourism farms

Preparing and publishing of the 11th edition of the journal entitled ”Ukraina Moderna”
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Name of the organisation

Franciscan Order

Saint Trinity Parish in Belarus

Polish Embassy in Minsk

Belarusian Journalists Association 

"Belarusians and the market" a weekly 
analytical newspaper

Title of the project

”A model court”

Nutrition campaign for children and poor people in Glebokie and its surroundings 

”Wider Europe” website, its development and maintenance

Development and technical support for regional independent press

Purchase and modernisation of computer equipment for the editorial office 
of the ”Belarusians and the market” weekly analytical newspaper

* The project was implemented in Belarus, Russian Federation and Ukraine.

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by Polish embassies.

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 14,832,830.02

Moldova

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.

Name of the organisation

College of Finance and Business Administration

Foundation in Support of Local Democracy Foundation for
Local Democracy Development – Maloposki Institute of

Local Government and Administration

Foundation of Assistance Programmes for
Agriculture FAPA Foundation for Assistance

Programmes in Agriculture FAPA

CASE – Centre for Social and Economic Research 

Terra Humana

Institute for Strategic Studies

Civil Activity Foundation

Title of the project

Support for human and technical potential of credit unions in Moldova through the 
development of financial education system aimed at the creation of market economy

Local government on the bank of Dniester

Poland’s assistance aimed at the reforms of the rural and agricultural 
sector in Moldova through offering support to the development 

of agricultural advisory services

Planning future economic relations between Moldova and the European Union 

Together towards development Strengthening civil society institutions 
in Moldova by drawing on Polish experiences in the realm of co-operation 

between local administration and NGOs

Third Sector as a basis for building civil society – traineeship programme 
for young NGO employees from Moldova

Voluntary service above the frontiers. Support for NGOs from Moldova 
through the development of voluntary service

Amicus Society

East European Democratic Centre

East European Democratic Centre

Educational Association ”Common Knowledge”

Educational Association ”Common Knowledge”

College of Finance and Business Administration

Lazarski School of Commerce and Law

Journalism on the Internet: a chance for Belarus to receive independent information 

Support for independent regional press in Belarus

Civic Belarus – local initiatives as a way 
of strengthening civil society 

Alternative radio stations – wider audience

Open Educational Project ”EuroUniver” – European Educational Centre in Vitebsk, 2006

Creating a system of education in the field of economy and credit unions 
in order to support SMEs

Geopolitical position of Belarus in Europe and in the world

Name of the institution

Centre for Studies on the Classical Tradition in Poland 
and East-Central Europe, Warsaw University

Centre for East European Studies, Warsaw University

Centre for East European Studies, Warsaw University

Title of the project

Academic autonomy, civil society, teachers’ mission*

Training programme for specialists and staff from Belarus including 
participation in a simulation S.E.N.S.E.

The Konstanty Kalinowski Scholarship Programme

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by central administration bodies.
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Name of the organisation

Schools for Peace Association

Polish Humanitarian Organisation

Polish Medical Mission

Title of the project

Construction of school facilities and water tanks in Afghanistan 
(Qaramqul, Jowzjan province)

Facilitating access to potable water for the inhabitants 
of Kapisa province in Afghanistan

Reconstruction and expansion of an operation theatre in Mazar-e-Sharif

* The project was implemented in Moldova and Ukraine.

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 3,180,928.00

Afghanistan

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 1,661,252.52

Name of the organisation

Central Board of Prison Services

Agricultural Market Agency 

Ministry of the Treasury

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Department of the European Union

Ministry of National Defence and Centre for East European 
Studies, Warsaw University

Title of the project

Support for the penitentiary system in Moldova offered by Polish penitentiary 
services, namely the Central Board of Prison Services

Support for the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry of the Republic of Moldova 
in the realm of intervention mechanisms in agricultural markets and 

the approximation to the EU law

Study visit to the Ministry of the Treasury of the Republic 
of Poland for civil servants from the Ministry of Commerce and 

Privatisation Agency of Moldova

Traineeship for Moldavian central administration employees 
entitled: ”Towards the European Union  – Polish experience”

Training programme for specialists and staff from the Ukraine and Moldova  
including participation in a simulation S.E.N.S.E.*

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by central administration bodies.

Association of Communes Polish, Network 
”Energie Cities”

Institute of Public Affairs

Polish Association for Legal Education 

Polish Red Cross

Centre for Youth Cooperation and Mobility

Association of Rural Communes of Poland

East European Democratic Centre

PCDC

PCDC

Support for a model partnership for sustainable development

Study programme for Moldovan analysts of public policy

Experiences of Poland in the field of alternative punishments

Useful knowledge

The role of local administration and NGOs in building civil society – 
study visits for Moldovan guests

NGOs role in a country’s policy making, Moldova

Newspaper as a small enterprise and an advocate for the people, Moldova
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Name of the entity co-operating in the implementation of the project

Divine Word Missionaries Congregation 

Divine Word Missionaries Congregation 

Divine Word Missionaries Congregation 

Title of the project

Purchase of X-ray equipment for the Saint Lucas Health Centre in Kifangondo

Expansion  of the Saint Lucas Health Centre in Kifangondo – 
a new pavilion for AIDS and/or tuberculosis infected patients

Purchase of an ambulance for the Saint Lucas Health Centre in Kifangondo

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 1,406,650.50

Iraq

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 1,331,706.31

Name of the organisation

Polish Humanitarian Organisation

Title of the project

Development of water infrastructure – construction of water 
treatment plant in Babil Province

Name of the entity co-operating in the implementation of the project

Polish Embassy in Iraq

Title of the project

Enlargement of the headquarters of the National Board of Ancient History 
and Heritage in Iraq

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by Polish embassies.

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by Polish embassies.

Name of the institution

Polish Geological Institute 

Title of the project

Support for the development of the geological services of Angola 
offered by the Polish Geological Institute

Name of the entity co-operating in the implementation of the project

Gaza Immediate Relief Effort

Gaza Immediate Relief Effort

Title of the project

Purchase of school materials for children in Gaza

Winter Pullovers Campaign – providing children with sweaters

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 1,424,120.58

Angola

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by Polish embassies.

Name of the organisation

Divine Word Missionaries  
Animation Centre

Polish Medical Mission

PCDC

PCDC

Title of the project

Education, prophylaxis and diagnosis as well as care for HIV/AIDS 
and tuberculosis infected patients in Kifangondo in Angola

Renovation of technical infrastructure of the Regional Rehabilitation 
Centre in Luena, Angola

Development assistance projects implemented  in 2006 by central administration bodies.

Name of the organisation

Polish Humanitarian Organisation

Polish Humanitarian Organisation

Theatre in Education Association ”Wybrzezak”

Title of the project

Development of a water supply system in the city of Idhna, Hebron District

Improvement of water supply for Palestinian schools in Bethlehem District

Drama’s New Faces – sharing informal educational 
programmes with Palestinian youth

Palestinian Autonomy

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.
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Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by Polish embassies.

Name of the entity co-operating in the implementation of the project

Georgian Institute of Public Affairs

Title of the project

GIPA radio – creation of a radio station

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 1,011,769.34

Name of the institution

Border Guard Forces

Ministry of National Defence, the Budget Department

Central Board of Prison Services

Ministry of Foreign Affairs – 
Department of the European Union

Title of the project

Training sessions aimed at modernisation of the Border Guard Forces of Georgia 

Training for the officials from the Ministry of Defence of Georgia carried out 
by the Ministry of National Defence of the Republic of  Poland

Support for the penitentiary system in Georgia offered by Polish penitentiary 
services, namely the Central Board of Prison Services

Traineeship for Georgian central administration employees, especially from 
the MFA, aimed at developing capacities of central administration 

in Georgia and supporting co-operation with the EU 

Georgia

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.

* The project was implemented in Georgia and Ukraine.

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by central administration bodies.

Name of the organisation

CASE – Centre for Social and Economic Research

Foundation of Civil Activity

Polish Robert Schuman Foundation

Partners for Local Government Association (PALGA)

Democratic Society East

Tischner European University

Foundation for Intercultural Education

Local Economic Professionals Association Association
for Economic Development of Communes

Social – Educational Association 
”Educator” in Lomza

PCDC

PCDC

Title of the project

Support for local civil groups in Georgia through a training 
for local government representatives

A rolling stone gathers no moss… 
Support for civil society initiatives in Georgia

Let’s tidy Georgia – environment protection in a big city

Better informed citizens – better relationship between authorities and local community

Osetia-Georgia-Poland Good practice in the work with minorities on solving 
social problems – an example of Poland

Civic Caucasus

Agro-tourism at the Kists in the Pankisi Gorge

AIA – Course on Strategic Management of Cities

School – local community centre, Georgia, Ukraine, Poland*
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Russian Federation

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.

Name of the organisation

Foundation in Support of Local Democracy Foundation 
for Local Democracy Development

Foundation Institute for Strategic Studies Institute for 
Strategic Studies

East European Democratic Centre

Social-Educational Association ”Educator” in Lomza

Terra Humana

Elblàg Association to Support Non-Governmental Initiatives

Collegium Civitas

College of Finance and Business Administration in Gdansk 

Polish Humanitarian Organisation

University of Torun

Title of the project

Support for local NGOs in their activities aimed at the development 
of communities of neighbours and the movement for the protection of 

tenant rights in Russia – drawing on Polish experience in the field

Civil society and local initiatives in practice Polish experience

Integration among youth NGOs in the southern districts of the Russian Federation 

School – centre for civil local activity

Obtaining democracy through education. Support for local NGO leaders as a factor 
contributing to the development of civil society in the Russian Federation 

Creating institutional potential of NGOs in the District of Kaliningrad aimed at 
Polish-Russian cross-border co-operation 

Seminar entitled: ”Public administration and local government reforms in Poland” 
organised for the students of the Moscow School of Political Studies

Conference entitled: ”Consumer credit cooperatives and their 
role in the solving social and economic problems of the region, and in 

the eradication of poverty. Contemporary experiences of Poland and Russia”

Sharing experiences and the organisation of a training programme for academic professors and
students from the Faculty of Ecology of the Chechen State University in Grozny through joint
evaluation of water-related projects of the Polish Humanitarian Organisation in Chechnya.

Polish-Russian School of International Journalism

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by central administration bodies.

Name of the institution

Centre for Studies on the Classical Tradition 
in Poland and East-Central Europe, Warsaw University 

Title of the project

Academic autonomy, civil society, teachers’ mission*

* The project was implemented in Belarus, Russian Federation and Ukraine.

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 2,067,117.33

Western Balkans

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.

Name of the organisation

Tischner European University

Institute for Sustainable Development 

Foundation in Support of Local Democracy

”Partners” Poland Foundation

Foundation in Support of Local Democracy 

CASE – Centre for Social 
and Economic Research

Educational Society of Malopolska

Country

Bosnia and
Herzegovina

Montenegro

Montenegro

Kosovo

Serbia

Serbia,
Montenegro

Serbia, Kosovo,
Montenegro

PCDC

PCDC

Title of the project

Common Voice

It may be also difficult for you - Let’s make this process easier. A study visit of 
the representatives of administration and NGOs from Montenegro working in 
the sphere of ecology to Polish institutions that support European integration 

Integration – the European direction of Montenegro’s development

Enhancing the participation of women in economic 
activities in the region of Dukagjini

Swietokrzyskie for Serbia – best self-government practice

Support for research and institutional 
development of economic NGOs 

Academy for Young Leaders of Social Entrepreneurship
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Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by local administration entities.

Name of the institution

Raciechowice Commune

Country

Kyrgyz Republic

Title of the project

Model local partnership for sustainable energy development 

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 1,434,972.02

Middle East

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 529,941.45

South Caucasus and Central Asia 

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by Polish embassies.

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by central administration bodies.

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by central administration bodies.

Name of the organisation

Foundation of Civil Activity

Polish - Czech - Slovak Solidarity Foundation

Foundation for International and Civic Initiatives 
”Centre of Europe”

Polish Red Cross

East European Democratic Centre 

Stefan Batory Foundation

Country

Armenia

Armenia

Armenia

Azerbaijan

Kyrgyz Republic
Tajikistan

Tajikistan

Title of the project

Civil society – a chance and a challenge. Institutional 
support for NGOs in Armenia

Using Polish experience for training journalists in Armenia – 
”Independent media”

Study visit of the representatives of youth clubs from Armenia

Strengthening territorial structures of Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society through 
participation in the development of local communities

Support for independent  local press in the Fergan Valley and Talask District

Monitoring presidential elections in Tajikistan

Name of the institution

Agricultural Advisory Centre in Brwinow

Civil Aviation Office

Ministry of the Envirnoment

Country

Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyz Republic

Title of the project

Drawing on the experience of the Polish agricultural advisory services in order 
to support agricultural reforms in Kazakhstan

Working visit of the representatives of the Civil Aviation Committee 
from Kazakhstan to Poland

Training for the State Forestry Service of the Kyrgyz Republic aimed 
to implement a reforestation programme – sharing Polish experiences

Name of the institution

Office of the Committee for European Integration –
National Aid Coordinator Department 

Country

The Balkans

Title of the project

Sharing experience gained by the countries of the Regional Partnership in the
realm of using the EU budgetary development funds for the West Balkan countries

Name of the organisation

Polish Humanitarian Organisation

Polish Medical Mission

Country

Lebanon

Lebanon

Title of the project

Improving water supply in Tiri and Rmaich

Healthy impulse – help provided to local clinics in southern Lebanon (Mohafaza
Sud and Nabatiye) and the hospitals in Tebnin and Zahle

Name of the entity co-operating in the implementation of the project

Polish Embassy in Amman

Salesian Centre

Polish Embassy in Damask

Country

Jordan

Lebanon

Syria

Title of the project

Dental prophylaxis among children from the Palestinian Refugees’ Camps in
Jordan: Al Husjan, Baqaa and Schneller

A fortnight visit of Lebanese youth to Poland

First psychological help to children suffering from post-war trauma – 
training and workshops
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Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by Polish embassies.

Name of the entity co-operating in the implementation of the project

Young Leaders Education Training and Development Public Union

Sisters of Providence Congregation 

Congregation of Marian Fathers

Polish Embassy in Almaty

Country

Azerbaijan

Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyz Republic

Title of the project

Community Active School

Provision of equipment for the Single Mother Shelter in Kustanaj

Opening a library in Karaganda and provision of necessary equipment 

Renovation and provision of equipment to the Educational Centre 
in Stancja Iwanowka

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 1,844,289.54

Africa

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by NGOs.

Name of the organisation

Polish Green Network

Simba Friends Foundation

Salesian Missionary Voluntary Service – 
Youth for the World

Foundation for Democracy and Development in Sudan

Country

Ghana

Kenya

Malawi

Sudan

PCDC

PCDC

PCDC

PCDC

Title of the project

Enhancing women and youth participation in economic and social 
activities in the region of Volta in Ghana

Primary school in Kogere

Educational Centre in Nkhotakota

Construction of five primary schools in the Equatorial Province of Eastern Sudan

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by Polish embassies.

Name of the entity co-operating in the implementation of the project

Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy Spirit

Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy Spirit

Carmelite Sisters of the Infant Jesus

Discalced Carmelite Fathers

St. Francis Xavier Parish 

St. Clement Parish

Congregation of the Fathers of the Secret Heart 

local NGO – ONG LAKISA MOSALA 

Congregation of the Divine Word 

Congregation of the Divine Word 

St. Clement Parish

local NGO – ONG LAKISA MOSALA

Country

Burundi

Burundi

Burundi

Burundi

Democratic
Republic of

Congo

Democratic
Republic of

Congo

Democratic
Republic of

Congo

Democratic
Republic of

Congo

Democratic
Republic of

Congo

Democratic
Republic of

Congo

Democratic
Republic of

Congo

Democratic
Republic of

Congo

Title of the project

Purchase of materials for the construction of a community centre 
for children (orphans) and youth

Extension of hospital facilities in Buraniro

Provision of equipment to the maternity and internal medicine units 
of the Health Centre in Musongati

Children education

Purchase of an electric generator for the 
vocational education centre for girls

Provision of equipment for a computer lab of the 
Computer-Educational Centre 

Nutrition and food security

Provision of equipment for a small polygraphic workshop 

Purchase of two electric generators for the St. Jean Baptiste Hospital 
in Kansele, Mbuji-Mayi 

Purchase of medicines for the St. Jean Baptiste 
Hospital in Kansele, Mbuji-Mayi 

Supplying electricity to the Educational Centre

Equipment for a music studio
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NGO Action Mains Tendures

Roman-Catholic Parish in Tullo

Roman-Catholic Parish in Tullo

Women for Women Foundation 

Congregation of the Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit

Congregation of the Sisters of Notre Dame

Congregation of the Passionist Sisters

Commission on Development of the Parish of 
the Secret Heart of Jesus in Bafoussam

Congregation  of  the Sisters of the Most Holy Soul of Christ 

Congregation  of  the Sisters of the Most Holy Soul of Christ 

Gimomoi Youth Polytechnic

United Disability Empowerment in Kenya

Health Centre John Paul II

Association for the Physically Disabled of Kenya

Mt. Kenia Interdomination CBO

Langas Integrated HIV/AIDS Group

Nyambomo Women Group

Congregation of the Felician Sisters

Congregation of the Felician Sisters

Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Felix of Cantalice 
of the Third Regular Order of Saint Francis Seraph

Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of the Holy Family 

Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Felix of Cantalice 
of the Third Regular Order of Saint Francis Seraph

Congregation of the Felician Sisters

Don Bosco Boy’s Town Technical Institute

local NGO

Missionary Sisters of the Holy Family

Resurrected Christ Parish in Loulombo

NGO Azafady

Congregation of the Sisters Servants of 
the Most Blessed Immaculate Virgin Mary

Servants of the Holy Spirit

Congregation of Marian Fathers

Salesian Sisters Don Bosco

Polish Embassy in Nairobi

Democratic
Republic of

Congo

Ethiopia

Ethiopia

Ethiopia

Ethiopia

Gambia

Cameroon

Cameroon

Cameroon

Cameroon

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Kenya

Repblic of
Congo

Madagascar

Republic of
South Africa

Republic of
South Africa

Rwanda

Rwanda

Rwanda

Support for education: kindergarten, primary school and professional 
training for youth, reading and writing courses

Water supply installation for the school in Maqgassa Qorke

Enlargement of the school in Tullo

Purchase of beds for women suffering from fistula

Educational project

Professional Training Centre 

Assisting girls in learning and setting up 
a sewing workshop

Education for youth in the area of small crops and animal husbandry

Provision of equipment for children’s day-room

Purchase of medical equipment for a health centre

Enlarging and equipping a mechanic workshop 
in a vocational school in Gimomoi  

Equipment for a computer lab 

Extension of the health centre in Huruma 

Purchase and distribution of three-wheeled vehicles adapted 
to the needs of disabled people that enable them 

to carry out mobile commercial activities  

Construction of a health centre

Hairdresser school  for women 
and girls  

Support and care for people living with AIDS

Shelter for AIDS patients

Counteracting malnutrition among children

Purchase of equipment for a health centre

Expansion and purchase of equipment for a local health centre

Nutrition campaign in a female vocational school

Assistance aimed to expand the activities of a health centre

Purchase of equipment for a turnery  school workshop

Purchase of equipment for a newly opened seed-plot

Purchase of equipment for a maternity clinic

Help offered to organise youth groups 

Development of the Lanirano Centre 

Reconstruction of a kindergarten’s roof

Financial help to a hospital

Purchase of a generator

Installation of solar batteries in a vocational centre for girls and boys 

Promotion of music education in Rwanda
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Polish Embassy in Nairobi

Organisation Paysanne pour la Promotion de l’Agriculture,
de l’Elevage et de l’Apiculture au Rwanda

Congregation of the Sisters Servants of 
the Immaculate Virgin Mary

Polish Embassy in Nairobi

Congregation of the Sisters of 
St. Ursula of the Roman Union

Congregation of the Sisters of Charles Borromei

Catholic Mission in Kedougou

Congregation of the Missionary Franciscan Sisters of Mary

Congregation of the Filles Saint Coeur de Marie

Saint Gabriel’s Frairs Commune 

Congregation of the Sisters of St. Ursula of the Roman Union

Catholic Mission in Kedougou

Omar Mokhtar Islamic Mission

Roman-Catholic Parish in Tullo

Archdiocese of Krakow in Tanzania

Association of African Missions

Association of African Missions

Congregation of the Sisters of Mary Immaculate

Congregation of the Sisters of Mary Immaculate

Congregation of the Sisters of Mary Immaculate

AISEC Tanzania

Shuku Development Foundation

Kojja Health Centre

Congregation of the Salesian Sisters 

Missionary Sisters of the Holy Family

Polish Embassy in Harare

Missionary Sisters of the Holy Family

Congregation of the Salesian Sisters

Congregation of the Sisters Servants 
of the Immaculate Virgin Mary

Congregation of the Sisters Servants 
of the Immaculate Virgin Mary

Congregation of Salesians of Don Bosco

Rwanda

Rwanda

Rwanda

Rwanda

Senegal

Senegal

Senegal

Senegal

Senegal

Senegal

Senegal

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Tanzania

Tanzania

Tanzania

Tanzania

Tanzania

Tanzania

Tanzania

Tanzania

Uganda

Uganda

Zambia

Zambia

Zambia

Zambia

Zambia

Zambia

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Music therapy for trauma after genocide in Rwanda

Purchase of computer equipment

Co-financing a health centre

Construction of a potable water tank in a primary school in Kayenzi

Adaptation of the parish facilities 
to social and educational purposes

Carpenter’s workshop for prisoners

School cinema as a means of education and development for children 
and youth from the Catholic Mission 

Nutrition campaign for children in  Salemata

Purchase of equipment for a conference hall

Purchase of school tables for a primary school in Malika

Construction of a shelter for AIDS infected patients

Purchase of a means of transport for the Catholic Mission in Kedougou

Construction and renovation of a school in Sierra Leone

Design of a deep-water well

Improvement of missionaries mobility

Construction of a water tank

Improvement of missionaries mobility

Co-financing a youth centre

Purchase of a solar water pump for a well

Counteracting under-nutrition among children of kindergarten age

ASK (Answers Solutions and Knowledge around HIV/AIDS issues)

Nyabyeya Catholic Church Rainwater Harvesting Project

Kojja Health Centre

Mazarello Skills Training Centre

Construction of a primary school

Water-pipe installation

Construction of a classroom

Children education

Purchase of medicines 

Financial assistance to a hospital

Kambuzuma  - computer training for youth

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 3,152,211.72

Asia

Development assistance projects implemented in 2006 by Polish embassies.
Name of the entity co-operating in the implementation of the project

Catholic Episcopate in Plangka Raya

Polish Embassy in Phnom Penh

Country

Indonesia

Cambodia

Title of the project

Construction of a Hospital in Palangka Raya

Construction of a school and providing it with equipment
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Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 544,125.75

Polish Embassy in Phenian

Polish Embassy in Vientiane

North 
Korea

Laos

Purchase of computer equipment for a Polish-Korean 
Friendship School

A design project for a construction of 
a school in Angkham

Appendix 2: Development education projects

Name of the organisation

Association of Local Initiatives in Wojnow

Centre of Civic Education

Polish Association of People Suffering from Epilepsy – Division in Lodz

Bea Pro Publico Bono Foundation 

”Remedium” Social and Cultural Foundation 

Social Cinematographic Institute Foundation 

Catholic Youth Association A.L.

JESTEM Association 

Education and Animation Association ”SOWA”

Association the Friends of the 11th Group of General Education Secondary Schools

Women Association KONSOLA

Vox Humana Association 

Tischner European University

Salesian Missionary Voluntary Service – Youth For The World

Association of Friends of
the OSM I st. J.Paderewski in Krakaw

Cultural and Educational Association in Ostrow Wielkopolski Zachodni

”Dla Ziemi” Association

Tertio Millennio Institute

Democratic Society East

Society of Nature and Men

Foundation for Intercultural Education

The Other Space Foundation

Angelus Silesius Meeting House of Angelus Silesius

Kenya-Poland Forum

”Tutaj Teraz” Association 

Raft Association Association ”Tratwa”

”Mierz Wysoko” Association 

”LEPSZY SWIAT” Association 

ART TRANSPARENT Contemporary Art Foundation 

Vox Humanax Association

Title of the project

The colours of the ”Black Land”

Global Education Festival

Getting to know the world

Sub-Saharan Africa is now closer to us

A great hope for Africa

Movies about countries of the South shown at the 6th International Film 
Festival WATCH DOCS Human rights in movies

Afro-Cuban Development

A young inhabitant of Africa

Month of global education

Development from the inside

Audiovisual materials, publications and meetings related to development education 

Intercultural education: Islam – difficult issues

Elections around the world

Global education – the world through a magnifying glass

Aid for the world

Europe for Africa

The Spirit of the World – culture and human rights

Solidarity and development

Co-operation in the preparation of the Global Education Festival in Warsaw

Fair Trade – fair play

Intercultural education – Internet website for teachers

Development education for Tibet

Global problems in the contemporary world

Closer to Kenya

We speak with a common voice

Young Ambassadors

Think globally, act locally!

Workshops

One world – it’s time for development education 

Intercultural education – the basics of Islam

Total volume of funds allotted: PLN 460,418
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Appendix 3: Calls for proposals directed to NGOs launched by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs in 2006.

Call for proposals for NGOs in the realm of tasks related to Polish aid:
213 project applications were submitted for the total amount of PLN 44,826,063.07.
Funds for a total amount of PLN 21,099,999.88 were allotted to 113 projects.

Call for proposals aimed to choose an entity to administer Polish-Canadian Development Co-operation:
The winner of the call for proposals – Education for Democracy Foundation – launched a separate call for 
proposals for development assistance projects:

74 applications were submitted for a total amount of PLN 20,754,915.
Funds for a total amount of PLN 5,393,947 were allotted to 20 projects (this amount includes Polish 
and Canadian subventions. Polish donation amounted to PLN 2,700,000).

Call for proposals to implement a task entitled ”Humanitarian aid to Lebanese People”:
2 applications were submitted for a total amount of PLN 463,610.
Funds for a total amount of PLN 463,610 were allotted to both projects.

Call for proposals to implement a task entitled ”Media and Internet initiatives in Belarus”:
16 project applications were submitted for the total amount of PLN 2,155,687.51.
Funds for a total amount of PLN 880,961,58 were allotted to 9 projects.

Call for proposals to implement a task entitled: ”Support for independent news in the territory of Belarus, 
especially in the area of radio programmes”:

4 project applications were submitted for the total amount of PLN 6,980,865.68.
Funds for a total amount of PLN 3,271,594 were allotted to 1 project.

Call for proposals aimed to choose an entity to administer a task entitled ”DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION”:
The winner of the call for proposals – Education for Democracy Foundation – launched a separate call 
for proposals for development assistance projects:

84 project applications were submitted for the total amount of subventions of PLN 1,439,000.
Funds for a total amount of PLN 460,418 were allotted to 30 projects.

Call for proposals to implement a task entitled ”Millennium Development Goals – Exhibition”:
4 applications were submitted for a total amount of PLN 534,120.
Funds for a total amount of PLN 160,000 were allotted to 1 project.
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Appendix 4: List of recipient countries of the Official Development Assistance 

Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria 
Angola
Anguilla
Antigua and Barbuda
Saudi Arabia
Argentina 
Armenia
Palestinian Autonomy
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh 
Barbados
Belize 
Benin
Bhutan
Belarus 
Bolivia 
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Brazil
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Chile
China
Croatia 
Chad 
Montenegro
Democratic Republic of Congo
Dominica 
Dominican Republic
Djibouti 
Egypt 
Ecuador
Eritrea 
Ethiopia
Russian Federation
Fiji 
Philippines 
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana
Grenada 
Georgia
Guyana 
Guatemala 
Equatorial Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Haiti
Honduras
India

Indonesia
Iraq
Iran 
Jamaica 
Jordan
Cambodia
Cameroon
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kyrgyz Republic
Kiribati 
Colombia 
Comoros 
North Korea
Costa Rica 
Cuba
Laos
Lesotho 
Lebanon
Liberia
Libya 
Macedonia
Madagascar
Mayotte 
Malawi
Maldives 
Malaysia 
Mali
Morocco 
Mauritania 
Mauritius 
Mexico 
Micronesia 
Moldova 
Mongolia
Montserrat 
Mozambique 
Myanmar 
Namibia 
Nauru 
Nepal 
Nicaragua 
Niger 
Nigeria
Niue
Oman
Pakistan
Palau 
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay 

Peru 
Republic of Congo
Republic of South Africa
Central African Republic
Republic of Cape Verde 
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
El Salvador
Samoa 
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Somalia 
Sri Lanka
Swaziland 
Sudan
Surinam 
Syria
Saint Helen
Tajikistan 
Thailand 
Tanzania
East Timor 
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey 
Turkmenistan
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
Uruguay 
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu 
Wallis and Futuna
Venezuela
Vietnam
Côte d’Ivoire
Cook Islands
Marshall Islands
Solomon Islands
São Tomé and Príncipe
Turks and Caicos Islands
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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