
THE EU AS A GLOBAL PARTNER FOR DEVELOPMENT 
 
 
1. WHAT IS AT STAKE?  
 
In 2000, 189 UN Members agreed on eight goals aimed at eradicating poverty, promoting 
human and social development and ensuring environmentally sustainable development across 
the globe. These so-called Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) imply shared 
responsibilities between developing and developed countries.  
 
Since then, some encouraging progress has been made. But much remains to be done. Sub-
Saharan Africa still faces huge difficulties, with the highest proportion of people (over 40%) 
living on below $1 a day. Asia and Latin America are performing better, but large inequalities 
persist within and between countries. If the goals are achieved in 2015, it is estimated that, in 
comparison to 2005, 73 million people in Sub-Saharan Africa would be better nourished; and 
in South Asia, 1.5 million children's lives would be saved. 
  
As a global partner with political and social values, the EU has taken the lead in supporting 
developing countries efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and wants now to 
stress the need of acting for the whole international community. 
 
 
2. WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF THE COMMUNICATION? 
 

Missing the Millennium Development Goals would be a disaster for developing countries, 
a failure for Europe and a potential threat to global stability.  
 
Yet poverty eradication is not something any Member State can achieve alone. 
Development policy is an area whereby acting together, the European Commission and 
the EU Member States can make a difference.  
 
The Communication provides a new systematic overview of EU collective action in 
support of the MDGs and draws recommendations for doing more and better.  

 
 
3. WHICH ARE THE CONCRETE POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE 
COMMUNICATION? 
 
The efforts made so far by the EU: 
• First donor: the EU is the largest donor worldwide with an EU aid effort close to €100 

per citizen in official development aid every year (€46 billion committed by Member 
States and the Commission combined). This level of investment has contributed to the 
overall reduction in global poverty as illustrated by the 18% decrease between 1999 and 
2004, in the percentage of the population in developing regions living on less than $1 each 
day; the 24% increase in the net enrolment ratio in primary education between 1999 and 
2005 in Least Developed Countries; or the 27% decrease from 2001 and 2005 in the 
percentage of urban population living in slums in Southern Asia. 

• Together for development: The EU countries and the Commission now share common 
vision, goals and values for development since 2005 with the European Consensus on 
development – a Declaration signed by EU Heads of States in 2005. Among the goals : 



reduce extreme poverty by one half, ensure access to primary education for all girls and 
boys, improve health standards in the developing world by 2015.  

• Better aid: Development is not only a matter of quantity but also of quality. A series of 
reforms were undertaken to improve the effectiveness of aid. Among them, an EU Code 
of Conduct on Division of Labour adopted in 2007 to encourage donors to join forces, 
avoid duplication.  

• More coherent policies: The EU decided to pay specific attention to the effects of its 
trade, agriculture, migration, research and environmental policies – just to name five out 
of the twelve areas identified – on developing countries and issued a first report on Policy 
Coherence for Development in September 2007.  

 
For the future, the Commission makes the following recommendations: 

• More money. The EU should deliver on its commitments and increase the volume of 
development aid to reach 0,56 % of Gross National Income by 2010 and further to 0,7 
% in 2015. To recall on promises and guarantee aid predictability, each Member State 
should come forward with a multi annual financial plan, indicating the gradual 
increases year by year – as already is the case in eight Member States.  

• Making aid more effective. The Commission concludes that fundamental principles 
of Aid Effectiveness are not yet being respected. Some positive experiences should be 
replicated: for example the joint EU multi-annual setting of priorities for aid in Sierra 
Leone, Somalia and South Africa.   

• Improving EU policy coherence. The Commission proposes for example to assist 
developing countries in using the new opportunities created by the growing biofuel 
markets to fight poverty. But at the same time, the Commission will monitor carefully 
the impact on food security, access to land and the environment. Another example 
concerns migration: the Commission identifies a series of measures which could limit 
brain drain from developing countries in particularly important sectors such as health, 
education or research. The Commission also proposes to better coordinate European 
research efforts for development.  

• Aid for Trade. Developing countries can draw benefits from accelerated globalisation 
through trade. €2 billion by 2010 should be dedicated by the EU to Aid for Trade with 
a special attention for support to the African, Caribbean and Pacific States.  

 
4. WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER THE PUBLICATION OF THE 
COMMUNICATION? 

The Communication serves to position the EU and ensure that Member States are united 
in promoting a common vision for ambitious results on the Millennium Development Goals, 
aid effectiveness and financing for development. Key events are the European Council in 
June, the Accra conference on 2-4 September, New York on 25 September and Doha 
conference on 29 November-1 December. 
  

With seven years remaining, the message for 2008 is that the Millennium Development 
Goals can still be achieved, but for this to happen, increased political and public support will 
be needed. Without Development, problems will remain: Migration, Security, Climate 
Change.  

The EU will continue to lead world efforts for Development while seeking fair burden 
sharing with other developed and emerging partners for a fair globalisation.  
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