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Dear Journalist,

Around the world, millions of people are facing the fact that the impacts of climate change are here to
stay – and will intensify no matter how quickly we cut emissions. Present and future unavoidable impacts
of climate change are set to threaten the lives and livelihoods of millions of people. They are already
threatening to halt human development – and inaction risks reversing progress in pulling people from
poverty. The poorest, most vulnerable people are being affected directly – first and worst – despite being
least responsible for the crisis.

Already, the impacts of climate change are making their mark. For Oxfam, a development and
humanitarian INGO that works with local partners in over 100 countries around the world, this is of grave
concern. Climate change threatens to undermine the progress made in the global fight against poverty
so it is essential carbon emissions are reduced and that the interests of millions of poor people are put at
the centre of the ongoing negotiations. This is why Oxfam is campaigning for emission cuts and funding
to ensure that poor communities can adapt to climate change. Failing to act now will mean much greater
costs later on, not just in terms of dollars, but also lives lost.

Neither Poznan nor, in 2009, Copenhagen can be allowed to fail. Delaying action by only a few years
might result in impossibly steep emissions-reduction pathways needed to keep millions of vulnerable
people safe.

In this briefing pack, you will find:

• Background information on the COP and how climate is negotiated at the UN
• Overview of issues and Oxfam policy positions
• A summary of the stories and photographs available to the media showing the impact climate

change is already having on the world’s poorest people.
• A list of related Oxfam reports
• A list of spokespeople from Oxfam International and partner organizations (including specialities and

languages)

An Oxfam media team will be on the ground in Poznan for the length of COP 14. We will have a number
of events, including the following:

• An unveiling of stunning canvases sent in from around the world depicting the impacts of climate
change on poor communities,

• A press conference at 10:30am on Tuesday, December 2 to launch a new report on market-based
solutions to financing adaptation,

• A holiday themed stunt on Friday, December 5,
• A suite of striking ice sculptures in the shape of humans on Monday, December 8,
• A press conference on the links between climate change and human rights on December 10, the

60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and
• A carbon “footprint” stunt as the Ministerial begins on Thursday, December 11.   

We will also be issuing a number of reactives to the negotiations as necessary. To ensure you are
receiving all our updates and advisories, please drop us an email. And please do not hesitate to contact
any of us should you require any additional information.

Sincerely,

The Oxfam Media Team:

Laura Rusu +1 202 459 3739 / +48 728 637 769 / lrusu@oxfamamerica.org
Lucy Brinicombe +44 (0)7786 110054 / +48 728 637 768 / lbrinicombe@oxfam.org.uk
Angela Corbalan + 32 473 56 22 60 / +48 728 637 767 / angela.corbalan@oxfaminternational.org
Polish media please contact Ola Antonowicz ola@globalnepoludnie.pl / +48-601-325242
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A QUICK OVERVIEW
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was signed at the Rio
Summit in Brazil in May 1992.  It was the first inter-governmental treaty aimed at reducing greenhouse
gas emissions in order to tackle global warming and climate change.  The Kyoto Protocol, signed in
1997, strengthens the UNFCCC by committing industrialised nations (referred to as Annex 1 Parties) to
legally binding targets to reduce their emissions to target levels below their 1990 emissions levels.
Where emissions reductions can be achieved at less cost in other countries, they can buy emission
credits - known as emissions or carbon trading.

The first commitment period for the Kyoto Protocol runs from 2008 – 2012.  ‘The post-2012 agenda’ is
the term used to describe the process and content of the global agreement that must be negotiated to
govern the action of countries after the first commitment period expires in 2012. These negotiations must
be completed by the end of 2009 in order to avoid a gap between the commitment periods of the Kyoto
Protocol, as it will take considerable time to ratify the agreement and to ensure sufficient investment for
carbon markets to work.

In Bali, governments launched formal negotiations on global action, aiming at reaching agreement to
take effect from the end of the first phase of the Kyoto Protocol in 2012. The scientific consensus
expressed last year by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) states clearly that global
emissions must begin to fall by 2015 - 2020 if we are to have any hope of avoiding truly catastrophic
climate change. As a result the post-2012 agreement – and the resolve of governments, the private
sector and civil society across the world to achieve it and act on it – will be the single most important
factor in human responses to climate change.  For poor people, who are already feeling the impacts of
climate change, and who are least equipped to face the increasing burden the scientific outlook implies,
the outcome is hugely important.

THE POST-2012 NEGOTIATIONS
The key building blocks to a post-2012 deal are a shared and ambitious vision of mitigation, adaptation,
finance and technology, as well as a shared vision reflecting the level of ambition that countries aspire to
in each of these areas. The needs, interests and voices of the world’s poor people, hit first and worst by
climate change, must be at the heart of the negotiations and be reflected in the final deal. At Poznan, it is
crucial that the right ingredients are placed on the negotiating table to bring a fair and equitable deal
closer.

Oxfam calls on governments to base negotiations on these overriding principles:

• Global warming should be limited as far as possible below 2°C over pre-industrial levels. This will
require global emissions to peak by 2015 and be cut by at least 80 per cent by 2050 from 1990
levels.

• Global efforts to tackle climate change must be shared across nations, based on those nations’
relative historic responsibility for the crisis as well as their capability to confront it. Consistent with
this approach, emission reduction targets for developed countries must be at least 25–40 per cent
by 2020, from 1990 levels.

• The new deal must include significant financial and technological support from developed to
developing countries, whose mitigation actions will to a large extent be conditional on such
support. This support should be considered part of rich countries’ fair share of the global mitigation
effort, separate from what these countries aim to achieve through domestic measures (or the
carbon markets).

• The future agreement needs a framework for adaptation that massively scales up adaptation action
to address the immediate, serious impacts facing vulnerable communities today. Most of the
resources required in poor countries, including at least $50bn annually, should come from
developed countries, as compensation for harm done.
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THE POZNAN TALKS

The Poznan talks lie halfway between Bali and Copenhagen. The first year has been spent discussing
and exploring a wide range of issues but has resulted in very little. Poznan must mark a turning point,
with governments switching to full negotiation mode.

Negotiations in Poznan must see governments at least agree in principle on the elements of the future
agreement, including the scale and type of emission reduction obligations for developed countries and
contributions by developing countries, as well as the framework for adaptation action and sources of
finance. Critically, with the shape of the Copenhagen agreement in mind, negotiators will need to ensure
that all the relevant issues and options are on the table.

Key results needed to make the Poznan COP14 climate conference a success:

• The Poznan talks must bring clarity on the central elements of the post-2012 climate regime
architecture under the four building blocks of the Bali Action Plan. For example, Poznan must narrow
down the options for financing instruments, but also result in a broad outline of a future mechanism
to scale up technology transfer and diffusion.

• Governments in Poznan must agree on a global emissions reduction pathway that gives a high
probability to keep global warming well below 2°C over pre-industrial levels. That would require
global emissions to peak by 2015 and be cut by at least 80% by 2050, from 1990 levels.

• Governments in Poznan must re-affirm that rich countries must cut emissions first and most. They
should accept economy-wide emission reduction targets of, on average, at least 30% by 2020 from
1990 levels. Negotiators should also identify options for contributions to the global effort by
developing countries, who should not receive binding emission targets. Contributions by developing
countries should be of a more flexible nature.

• At the COP14 governments should agree that in the post-2012 regime the global effort to tackle
climate change be shared across nations based on those nations’ relative historic responsibility for
the crisis as well as their capability to confront it. This will mean that rich countries’ overall
responsibility to mitigate will be higher than what they can realistically achieve at home.
Consequently, rich countries must provide considerable support to developing countries to enable
them to limit their emissions growth without compromising on their development agenda. Developing
countries mitigation actions would, to a large extent, be conditional on such support.

• The Poznan talks must also result in an agreement that efforts to adapt to climate change need to be
scaled up significantly. Governments should agree to include a framework for adaptation in the post-
2012 agreement that provides developing countries with sufficient capacity as well as financial and
technological resources to meet their adaptation needs.

• COP14 should agree that the financial architecture of the post-2012 agreement include a dedicated
adaptation finance mechanism that provides at least $50 billion annually for financing adaptation in
developing countries, giving these countries equal voice in governing the funds. At the Poznan talks,
governments should narrow down the options for generating these funds. Oxfam believes that
auctioning emission permits to rich countries should be one of these options.

• COP14 should also agree a three year work programme on adaptation to be launched at the COP15
in Copenhagen in 2009. Such a work programme should include a package to finally secure needed
finance for the implementation of the most urgent adaptation needs in the poorest countries, as listed
in the National Adaptation Programmes of Action. It should ensure that the Kyoto Adaptation Fund
switches to full operational mode, support the preparation of the long-term adaptation strategies in
developing countries, and boost regional co-operation initiatives and the linkages to other institutions
dealing with adaptation.
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ADAPTATION
People have always adapted to natural variability in the climate. But human induced climate change will
create unprecedented climate stress for many of the world’s most vulnerable communities. It is making
their weather patterns less predictable, and increasing the intensity and frequency of floods, droughts,
hurricanes and storms.

Adapting to climate change means countries and communities taking early action to reduce their
vulnerabilities and build their resilience to these new and heightened risks, to reduce the damaging
impact that climate change will have on their lives and livelihoods.

Examples of adaptation include:

• To cope with increased flooding: upgrading national flood early warning systems and raising
community awareness; building new homes and schools on raised foundations; building high
platforms for emergency flood shelter; integrating flood risks into governmental planning and
budget processes; creating a community-based action plan for responding to floods.

• To cope with lower, more erratic rainfall: upgrading national meteorological systems and
medium-term forecasts; researching, testing and growing drought-tolerant crop varieties;
installing efficient, low-cost irrigation systems; installing rain-water harvesting systems; spreading
water-conserving farming practices.

• To cope with more severe hurricanes: upgrading hurricane early warning systems and
community awareness; planting a mangrove ‘bio-shield’ along the coast to diffuse storm waves;
changing building regulations to reinforce new infrastructure.

The Bali Action Plan mandates the search for adequate, predictable, new and additional financing for
adaptation. Oxfam estimates that at least $50 billion a year is needed to help developing countries cope
with the negative impacts of climate change, and far more if emissions are not cut fast and far enough.

Under a responsibility and capability assessment, rich countries responsible for the bulk of historical
emissions must provide most of the resources needed to realise adaptation in developing countries. This
money should be on top of aid commitments and be made available transparently so that poor countries
can ensure it is spent where it is needed most. Innovative market-based financing could be used in order
to raise much needed funds for adaptation.

MITIGATION
The global average temperature has risen almost 0.8°C over pre-industrial levels and is already causing
serious climate impacts for millions of people. Science tells us that in order to keep global average
temperature increases below 2°C with reasonable certainty, global emissions need to peak by 2015 and
be cut back to 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.

The current negotiations are effectively a last chance for governments to set the world on track to avoid
catastrophic climate change. It is essential that emissions are cut so that we can begin to stop further
impacts of climate change in the future. It’s entirely within the power of governments to agree a fair and
adequate climate agreement in 2009 if they have the political will, as they did in the face of the current
financial crisis.

The alternative is frightening. If global temperatures rise more than 2°C over pre-industrial levels, the
climate impact on water resources, food production, sea levels, and ecosystems is predicted to be
catastrophic for billions of people, and scientists believe dangerous feedback loops (which trigger
spiralling temperatures, increasing much higher much faster) are likely to kick in. Two billion people will
be affected by water shortages and most of Southern Africa will have to cope with year-round droughts.
Global agriculture will be undermined and hunger and malnutrition is likely to kill up to three million more
people every year. If global temperatures are allowed to climb above 3°C, billions of people would be
affected by severe water stress, crop yields would fall drastically around the world and entire regions
would become non-viable for agriculture. This could mean up to 550 million additional people affected by
sever hunger, and up to 330 million people permanently displaced due to sea-level rise.
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HOW CLIMATE CHANGE IS NEGOTIATED AT THE UN
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STORIES FROM THE FRONT LINES
Climate change is already having an impact on millions of poor people around the world. In Uganda, the
unpredictable weather patterns mean farmers are gambling when to sow seeds, risking having them
washed away by torrential rains or dry up in drought. In Bangladesh, rising flood levels are washing
away crops and homes and the salinisation of the land is making it harder to grow crops and water
unsafe to drink. Case studies with professional photographs can be accessed by media at the following
address. Please ensure all photographers are credited.

http://wordsandpictures.oxfam.org.uk

Username: climatechange08
Password: climatechange08

Use the drop down menu in the bottom left hand corner for the following photos and case studies:

Bangladesh: the faces of climate change portraits [pics]
A series of interviews taken from all over Bangladesh, showing impact of climate change on farmers
such as Shahida, a 45-year-old farmer explains that more farmers are forced to take up tobacco
cultivation instead of rice, due to the lack of rainfall.

Bangladesh: increased flooding, storms, cyclones, saline intrusion, river erosion, migration
[stories + pics + stats]
People living on river chars (islands) are incredibly vulnerable to river erosion and flooding. They are
organising themselves to prepare and adapt to the increasingly unpredictable and intense weather
patterns. Those living in coastal regions are also vulnerable, as storm surges breach embankments, and
an increase in saline intrusion ruins their crops.

Canvas for Climate Change: images of 14 canvases depicting the impact of climate change on
poor people around the world + descriptions and quotes
Fourteen canvases painted by artists or children from Australia, the US, Hong Kong, China, Solomon
Islands, India, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Mozambique, Malawi, Uganda, South Africa, Quebec, Spain and
the UK.   

Carteret Islands: rising sea levels [story and pic]
The Carterets are a small group of islands off Bougainville in Papua New Guinea. Seawater is swamping
the islands, making them uninhabitable. The community has built sea walls and planted mangrove trees,
but cannot stop the erosion from eating away the shoreline and destroying their gardens.

Haiti: preparing for disaster [pics]
Climate related disasters (hurricanes and windstorms, floods, storm surges, drought) often affect the
Caribbean. Oxfam’s programme includes disaster response to hurricanes and improving disaster
preparedness in communities.

Peru: melting glaciers could stop development [pics + story + stats]
The Ancash region contains a quarter of the world’s tropical glaciers, which are retreating rapidly. This
will have drastic consequences for Peru’s farmers, who are adapting techniques to make best use of
their diminishing water supply.

Peru: preparing for increasingly unpredictable climate [story + pics + stats]
An increasingly unpredictable climate means the region around Piura in NW Peru is prone to floods,
landslips, and drought. People put themselves at risk to save their crops and homes, and Oxfam works
with local NGOs to improve the communities’ disaster preparation.
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Philippines, San Miguel Island: increased intensity and frequency of typhoons [story and pics]
Residents are experiencing more frequent and more intense typhoons, which are destroying homes and
fishing boats, and threatening livelihoods. Residents also note changes in the sea, with fewer and
smaller fish being caught.

Tanzania: biofuels cultivation could take vital land off local population  [pics]
Biofuels companies are interested in investments on wide areas of Tanzania, which represent a major
source of income for the local population: in some cases the areas include the only water source during
the dry season.

Uganda: changing rainfall patterns lead to drought and floods [pics]
In Uganda climate change’s effects are showing their impact. While the rainy season from March to June
brings uneven rainfall causing drought, towards the end of the year rainfall is more intense and
destructive, bringing floods, landslides and soil erosion.

Vietnam: increased floods, sea level rises and rising temperatures [pics + story]
The likely increase in extreme weather events such as severe rainfall and drought, and the impact of
slow climate changes like sea level rises and warming temperatures, is threatening the lives of poor
people in Vietnam.

NOTE TO BROADCASTERS:

We have footage from Uganda and Bangladesh available for your use.

To download, please go to ftp://kay.oxfam.org.uk

username is:  video12
password is: 236video

The file name is  oxfam CC VNR BGD_UGA.mov but please note that it is 4GB.

RELATED OXFAM REPORTS
Turning Carbon into Gold: How the international community can finance climate change adaptation
without breaking the bank
To be launched 2 December 2008 (please call for copy or check www.oxfam.org)

Climate, Poverty, and Justice: What the Poznan UN climate conference needs to deliver for a fair and
effective global climate regime
To be launched 1 December 2008 (please call for copy or check www.oxfam.org)

Climate Wrongs and Human Rights: Putting people at the heart of climate-change policy:
http://www.oxfam.org/en/policy/bp117-climate-wrongs-and-human-rights

Another Inconvenient Truth: How biofuel policies are deepening poverty and accelerating climate
change
http://www.oxfam.org/en/policy/another-inconvenient-truth

Uganda: Turning up the Heat: The impacts of climate change being felt in poor communities in Uganda
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/resources/policy/climate_change/uganda.html

Vietnam: Climate change, Adaptation and Poor People: How climate change threatens to reverse the
country’s success in pulling people out of poverty
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/resources/policy/climate_change/viet_nam_report08.html
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OXFAM SPOKESPEOPLE IN POZNAN

Country Name Languages Title and Speciality
Thailand Bert Maerten English Oxfam International Climate Change Campaign Lead,

Head of the Oxfam Poznan team.
Broad knowledge on various climate change issues.

Colombia Antonio Hill English
Spanish

Senior Policy Advisor on Climate Change for Oxfam Great
Britain. In-depth knowledge on broad spectrum of climate
change issues, including adaptation.

United
States

David Waskow English Climate Change Programme Director for Oxfam America.
In-depth knowledge on broad spectrum of climate change
issues, including adaptation.

Germany Jan Kowalzig German
English

Broad knowledge of various climate change issues. Focus
on Adaptation, German importance in the EU and
international debate.

United
States

Heather
Coleman

English Senior Policy Advisor on Climate Change for Oxfam
America. In-depth knowledge on broad spectrum of climate
change issues, especially market based financing
mechanism for adaptation.

Mali Aboubacar
Traore

French
Bambara

Broad knowledge on various climate change issues and the
impacts of global warming on African communities.

Uganda Savio Carvalho English
Marathi
Hindi

Broad knowledge on various climate change issues and the
impacts of global warming on African communities.

Australia Julie-Anne
Richards

English Broad knowledge on various climate change issues. Focus
on Australia’s role in the negotiations.

United
Kingdom

Angelique Orr English
Spanish

Climate Change Campaign Manager for Oxfam Great
Britain. Broad knowledge on various climate change issues.

Bangladesh Mukta Ziaul
Hoque

English
Bengali

Broad knowledge on various climate change issues and the
impacts of global warming on South Asian communities.

Hong Kong Stanley So Mandarin
Cantonese
English

Broad knowledge on various climate change issues with a
focus on China.

Poland Ola Antonowicz Polish
English

Coordinator, Action for the Global South, a polish NGO part
of the Polish Green Network.

New
Zealand

Barry Coates English Executive Director of Oxfam New Zealand

United
Kingdom

Phil Bloomer English Director, Campaigns & Policy Division, Oxfam Great Britain

United
States

Jim Lyons English Vice-President, Advocacy and Communications, Oxfam
America

OXFAM MEDIA CONTACTS IN POZNAN

Laura Rusu +1 202-459-3739 / +48 728 637 769 / lrusu@oxfamamerica.org

Lucy Brinicombe +44 (0)7786 110054 / +48 728 637 768 / lbrinicombe@oxfam.org.uk

Angela Corbalan + 32 473 56 22 60 / +48 728 637 767 / angela.corbalan@oxfaminternational.org

Polish media please contact Ola Antonowicz +48-601-325242 / ola@globalnepoludnie.pl


